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These Are The Bills We Know, We Know 





SEE MAGAZINE'S CHEAT SHEET 
TELLS YOU WHAT TO EXPECT 
FROM THE SPRING SESSION OF 
THE LEGISLATURE 

As MLAs returned to the legisla- 
ture this week, it was clear that the 
upcoming session will include big 
debates in the heavy-hitting finance 
and health ministries 

But sometimes it’s the little battles 
that: prove surprising, and there are 
also a handful of interesting private 
member's bills and motions being 
put forward in the spring session — 
including money for cities and a re- 
view of wages for government social 
workers 

The likelihood of any of these non- 
government bills actually becoming 
law is slim, but if they catch on with 
the public, the legislation could see 
the light of day as a government bill 
later on. 

For political junkies and regular 
citizens alike, here’s SEE Magazine's 
quick rundown of what to expect in 
the legislature this spring. 


The Budget 

Although Premier €d Stelmach said 
last month that the government 
might have to look at cuts similar to 
the ones Ralph Klein instituted in the 
1990s, the throne speech promised 


to protect Albertans from the worst 
of the economic downturn. 

Both opposition parties have said 
they are watching the government 
closely on the budget 

Liberal Leader David Swann called 
for a transition to a green econo- 
my, and says he will push for the 
government to table a new bud- 
get early in the session. Since oil 
plunged by $100 per barrel from 
July of 2008 to January 2009, the 
government could have a hard time 
estimating income from the resource 
and coming up with a realistic bud- 
get. But the price of oil is always 
volatile, Swann says, and the budget 
shouldn't be held up by changes in the 
market 

“I'm certainly very keen to see that 
we hold this government's feet to 
the fire for the lack of planning,” he 
says. “Everyone knew it was coming. 
Booms don't last forever.” 

Despite the economic uncertainty, 
the government will still spend $2 
billion on carbon capture and storage 
and an addition $2 billion on public 
transit projects. 


Health Care 

NDP Leader Brian Mason says he 
and fellow NDP MLA Rachel Notley 
will focus on government secrecy in 
the spring session, and the Tory plan 
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on health care is something they'll 
especially be keeping their eye on. 

“People don't know where the 
government is going on _ health 
care,” he says. “They've been mak- 
ing major changes as they go along, 
but they haven't let the people of 
Alberta know where they are going 
with the health care system. I think 
there’s something basically wrong 
with that.” 

The NDP will put forward a motion 
urging the government to investigate 
private health clinics in Alberta, to 
make sure they adhere to the Canada 
Health Act. 

The government also announced 
public health amendments including 
transferring some regulation-making 
powers to the minister of health, cur- 
rently Ron Liepert, and will clarify 
the role of the Chief Medical Officer 
of Health. 

David. Eggen, the executive direc- 
tor of Friends of Medicare and the 
former NDP MLA for Edmonton- 
Calder, is betting more upcoming 
health care changes are in the offing 
than the brief description provided by 
the government suggests. Although 
he's not sure what form they'll take, 
he’s also watching for any hints 
of privatization as Liepert unrolls 
more changes. 

But Dr. Raj Sherman, the former 


emergency room doctor and first- 


term Progressive Conservative MLA 
for €dmonton-Meadowlark, says 
Stelmach has made it very clear 
that he won't pursue privatization of 
health care. Sherman says no one in 
the Progressive Conservative party 
has discussed delisting medical pro- 
cedures with him. 

“To be honest, the only thing I've 
heard is what's in the paper,” Sher- 
man Says, referring to reports on 
Hector Goudreau’s speech to con- 
stituents regarding the possible del- 
isting of services. “We haven't talked 
about it.” 

He supports the government's 
decision to dismantle the health re- 
gions, because he thinks it will even- 
tually lead to greater efficiency. “I’m 
optimistic that access to health care 
will be improved,” he says. “It's not 
going to happen immediately. These 
changes take time.” 


Private Member's Bills 

Child care: The NDP will call on the 
government to come up with a plan 
for a maximum price for child care, 
with government funding to ensure 
high-quality care. 

Cities: Laurie Blakeman, Liberal 
house leader and MLA for Edmon- 
ton-Centre, wants to give Alberta's 
big cities sustainable funding with 


a chunk of the province's person 
and corporate income taxes. Cul 
rently, municipal income is bas¢ 
on property taxes that do not « 
pand with wealth. Considering ti 
infrastructure responsibilities 

cities, many have argued that th 
are dramatically underfunded 


believe this province ignores ‘i 
cities at their peril,” Blakem 
Says. 

Social Workers: Harry Chas 
the Liberal MLA for Calgary-Varsitl 
is calling for a review of the wagé 
for social workers or other hum 
resource support staff doing cot 
tract work for the province. “ Whi 
I’m calling for is equal pay for equ 
work,” he says. According to his ' 
search, a social worker hired by tl 
government makes almost dou) 
the wage earned by those doing cot} 
tract work. 


Loose Ends 

The Land-Use Framework, which ! 

cludes the cumulative effects of dé 
velopment and will establish region 
advisory councils, will be formalize 
Also, the Trade, Investment 2! 

Labour Mobility — Agreeme' 

(TILMA) with British Columbi 
which has been in the works for 
while, will get some final tweaki 

before the April 1 deadline. © 


agenda | news&opinion | city life | music| on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the 2" 


ookback 


WEEK IN REVIEW 


I NESS 


DUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS 


LBERTA + FERTILITY 
MOTHER'S JOB 


ould anyone care about the story of Ranjit 
ayer, the 60-year-old Calgary mother who 

ently gave birth to twins, if she were a 
an? 

No, of course not. If it did get into the 
pers, the story would centre on some 

d of tongue-in-cheek reference to the 
agenarian’s virility, 

The basic assumption in the questioning 

Hayer's choices is that the woman's role 
to take care of children, and clearly this 
oman will not be able to fulfill her duties. 
hat utter nonsense. 

The case does, however, bring into the 

blic forum a debate on health care and 
bCietal resources that Albertans should 

e into. 

Health professionals should always have 
© patient's health as their main concern, 

| the policymakers and politicians are 

© ones who determine which health care 
SOUrCes go where. 


ALBERTA - OILSANDS 

SLOW AS BITUMEN 

The provincial and federal governments 

should react faster to threats to humans and | 

animals in the northern Alberta oilsands. 
This week, the two levels of government 


| announced charges against Syncrude for 
| the death of 500 ducks on one of their 


tailings ponds. Although moving forward 
with formal charges should be applauded, 

it took nearly a year and a private citizen 
filing a lawsuit against Syncrude for the 
government to take action. And although 
this particular incident has gained traction in 
the public discourse, ducks dying is the least 
of our problems up north. 

The results of a study on cancer rates in 
Fort Chipewyan was also released this week. 
Although the community has been con- 
cerned for years, the provincial study called 
for, you guessed it, further study. It wasn’t in 
Dr. Tony Fields’ mandate to determine why 
there was higher than expected rates of 
cancer, only to count the cases. 
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CANADA ENVIRONMENT 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


66 WE WILL DEMAND FULL 
ACCOUNTABILITY. 


—federal environment minister Jim Prentice, 
d in Fort McMurray Today 
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(L-R) Manal Kalousa, Nadia Ababna, and Mohammed Migdady listen as the names of Palestinian 
children killed in the recent clash in Gaza are read out during a vigil at Churchill Square on Sunday. 


WHAT'S HIDDEN IN THE BUDGET? 


| The federal budget received a collective 


shrug from Canadians, but the NDP have 


| warned there may be more in the document 


than money for cottage decks. 
Edmonton MP Linda Duncan raised a 


| concerned eyebrow over Conservative 
| moves to cut out federal environmental 
| assessment 


From an economic point of view, we agree 
with the Conservatives that these building 
projects need to get started as fast as pos- 
sible, but cutting out studies on environ- 
mental impacts isn't the way to go. There's 
a reason we have red tape. It protects Cana- 
dians against unscrupulous developments, 
and the feds should embrace that. 

Besides, every Canadian city has projects 
already “shovel ready” that the federal 
government could kickstart with cash. Ask 
any Edmonton politician or bureaucrat and 
they'll rattle off a list of projects that have 
already completed all the paperwork. 


BY THE NUMBERS 
——JOBSINTHEWEST = 


JANUARY JOB INCREASES AND DECREASES, BY PROVINCE 
SOURCE:STATISTICS CANADA 
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Alberta Laws Can 
Let Nature Down 





U OF C PROF LOOKS INTO OUR 
LEGAL SYSTEM'S IMPOTENCE 
WHEN IT COMES TO ENFORCING 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS 





As the Alberta government an- 
nounced that it has laid charges 
against Syncrude for the death last 
April of 500 ducks on one of the 
company’s tailings ponds, a new re- 
search project headed by University 
of Calgary faculty of law professor 
Shaun Fluker is delving into the legal 
processes that are supposed to pro- 
tect Alberta's wilderness. 

Fluker says we're not necessarily 
lacking regulations to protect wil- 
derness areas, but rather the follow- 
through to enforce them. He cites 
the Syncrude duck deaths as an ex- 
ample of environmental laws not be- 
ing upheld. Section 5.1 of the Migra- 
tory Birds Convention Act prohibits 
depositing substances harmful to 
migratory birds in waters those birds 
are known to frequent. 

On Jan. 7, a month before the Al- 
berta government laid charges, John 
Custer, a private citizen frustrated 
by government inaction on the is- 
sue, launched a private prosecution 
against Syncrude in front of an Ed- 
monton justice of the peace. (Such 
prosecutions are typically brought 
forward by the Crown, as part of 
their mandate to prosecute those 
who violate environmental legisla- 
tion; however, private citizens can 
pick up the slack if the Crown fails 
to act.) EcoJustice, Forest Ethics, 
and the Sierra Club of Canada aided 
Custer in his case before the provin- 
cial government took over. 

But the government doesn’t always 
take up their obligations. Fluker cites 
a case from the late 1980s when Mar- 
tha Kostuch, another private citizen, 
launched a similar private prosecu- 
tion, challenging the construction of 
the Oldman River dam on the basis 
that it contravened the Fisheries Act 
and the Navigable Waters Protection 
Act. The Alberta attorney general 
intervened by entering a stay of pro- 
ceedings, which meant the Alberta 
government and the companies in- 
volved in the construction did not 


Legally Green | U of C prof Shaun Fluker attempts to find what wildemess really means. PHOTO BY WIL ANDRUSCHAK 


have to answer the charges. 

“There's nothing in the law to 
make [the Alberta attorney general 
or the provincial court] accountable 
if they decide not to adhere to their 
mandate,” Fluker says. “And there's 
not a lot you can do if you are un- 
happy with their decision.” 

In the Kostuch case, a number of 
legal proceedings followed and, seven 
years later, her case eventually suc- 
ceeded in the Supreme Court — but it 
was a Pyrrhic victory, as the dam was 
by then fully operational. “If you be- 
lieve in a robust and functioning le- 
gal system, this should bother you,” 
Fluker says. 

Barry Robinson, a Calgary-based 
lawyer with EcoJustice who is rep- 
resenting the case, is encouraged by 
Fluker’s work. “I’m hoping it'll iden- 
tify legal tools to protect wilderness 
areas,” he says. “Whether the gov- 
ernment is willing to use those tools 
is ultimately a political question, but 
Shaun's work is a useful first step.” 


Before Fluker digs into the bulk of | 


the research, he’s going to attempt 
to define what wilderness means. 
He suspects part of the problem in 
the legal system is that legislation — 
particularly wilderness preservation 
— can seem clear when: you look at 
how it's written, but gets interpreted 
differently when the case arrives in 
court, 

“When you get into litigation,” 
Robinsons says, “ecological integrity 
starts to be discussed in terms of bal- 
ancing the competing interests of the 
environment versus development. 


There's a disconnect happening be- | 


tween what's written in the law and 
how it's implemented.” 

He wants to find out what it is 
about the legal process. that's leading 
to such interpretations, which Fluker 
feels are causing environmental law 
to drift away from the basic tenets of 
the legal system. 

“People get the sense that environ- 
mental law is a technical field with 
a lot of science involved,” he says. 
“It's losing its connection to broader 
values such as justice and integrity; 
fewer people see it as having a strong 
ethical component.” 
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Of Mole Removal 





OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 

IT’S TIME FOR ANOTHER 
ASSORTMENT OF NEWS 
TIDBITS THAT MAKE MAURICE 
| TOUGAS GO “WHAT THE HELL?” 





And now, the easy way out for strug- 
gling columnists everywhere: the 
random thoughts column, Or, as | 
like to call it ... What The Hell? 

Hector Goudreau, one of the dim- 
mest stars in the Stelmach constel- 
lation, let the cat out of the bag last 
week and said publicly that the To- 
ries are looking at delisting a number 
of procedures now covered by health 
care such as podiatry, eye exams, chi- 
ropractor visits, and mole removal. 

Mole removal? As a cost-saver? 
What the hell? How many moles 
would have to be removed to result in 
serious cost savings for the province? 
While we're at it, how about ingrown 
toenails? Delisting that should save 
thousands. 

In a more sophisticated govern- 
ment, one would assume that Gou- 
dreau was set up to float a trial 
balloon. But Stelmach’s cornpone 
cabinet isn't that slick. Goudreau 
probably didn’t know there was a 
reporter in the audience, having as- 
sumed there was nothing he could say 
that would be of interest to the media. 





And Corporate Welfare 


(I was reminded of Lyle Oberg’s no- 
torious “I know where the skeletons 
are buried” remark during the Tory 
leadevship race that was picked up by 
a local newspaper.) Goudreau’s gaffe 
had Health Minister Ron Liepert, the 
Columbia School of Broadcast alum- 
nus now in charge of the most im- 
portant and complex ministry of all, 
in full damage-control mode. 

I'm not surprised that the Tories 
might be looking at cutting health 
care costs. They are always looking 
at cutting health care costs; it’s their 
favourite budgetary bugaboo. As al- 
ways, | am amazed at their stupidity. 
When you talk about cutting health 
care costs, you only enrage the most 
easily enraged demographic in Al- 
berta — seniors, the biggest users of 
the health care system. The second 
seniors think that one of their health 
benefits is about to be cut, they rise 
as one out of their rockers, declare 
themselves on a “fixed income,” and 
storm the legislature, albeit very, 
very slowly. Why Stelmach would 
want to poke seniors with a stick is 
beyond me. 

Speaking of our powerhouse pre- 
mier, Stelmach said in a speech last 
week that “incentives” for junior oil- 
patch drillers are in the works. 

What the hell? Incentives? For the 
oil industry? 

Yes, folks, it's back — corporate 
welfare. As usual with this govern- 
ment, we have no idea what form it 
will take. Stelmach referred anxious 
oil people to Energy Minister Mel 
Knight, who didn’t have a clue. Only 
the Stelmach government would dis- 






























cuss cutting back on mole remoy, 
one day, and giving tax breaks to gj 
companies the next. 
Also last week, a Calgary womy 
became a mother of twins for ih, 
first time ... at the age of 60! 
What the hell? Sixty? Six-zero) 
Are you kidding me? Sixty is the ag 
when women look forward to being 
grandmothers, not mothers. 
Frankly, I don't care if medical sq) 
ence can help a woman conceive 
her 60s. The human female )o4j 
pretty much shuts down the bly 
making machinery after age 50 for, 
reason — they're just too old to raisJ 
children. The. poor kids of the C3). 
gary mother could be visiting mom 
in the old folks home when they’ 
in their teens. Ma will be attending 
their high school graduation in j 
wheelchair. 
And also last week came the ney 
that Edmonton Eskimo play-by-play 
apologist Bryan Hall will be hanging 
up his microphone after this season 
What the hell, Bryan? What ar 
you waiting for? Go now! 
I don’t know what Bryan Hall i 
like as a normal, non-radio person. | 
hear nice things. But on radio, Hal 





has always come off as an egomani:: 
cal bully on his open-line show, andj 
play-by-play man of legendary awful, 
ness. (Bryan, nobody cares if the bal 
is “on the near-left hash marks.” ani 
when you're doing play-by-play, it} 
best not to say, “Did you see that?’ 
No I didn’t, obviously.) 
I gave up listening to Hal 
years ago. 
mauricetougas @live.com 





LETTERS 





ART THE WHOLE CITY CAN “ACCESSION”! 

| am writing in response to Mandy Espezel 
and Jill Stanton's article “Does the Public 
Enjoy Public Art?" which appeared in SEE’s 
Jan. 22 issue. 

As the current chairperson of Edmonton's 
recently established Public Art Committee — 
a special committee of the Edmonton Arts 
Council — | wish to provide further insight 
into public art and the City of Edmonton's 
Percent for Art Program. 

The Works Society continues to play an 
integral role in the often-controversial place- 
ment of public art in the greater Edmonton 
area and the downtown core. However, the 
authors of this column do not provide SEE 
readers with a broad perspective about the 
process involved in acquiring public art, art 
designed for public places, and the accession 
and de-accession of art for the city’s perma- 
nent collection. 

-The City of Edmonton's Percent for Art 
Policy, which states that the City of Edmon- 
ton will dedicate one per cent of the quali- 
fying construction budget to cover the costs 
of accessioning public artwork, has been in 


effect since 199]. At the request of Edmon- 
ton City Council, the Edmonton Arts Council 
revised this policy in 2007, which resulted ina 
marked increase in the volume of new public 
art projects and a Master Plan for Public Art, 
which was approved by City Council in 2008. 
The Edmonton Public Art Program currently 
includes a Community Public Art Grant Pro- 
gram, an expansion of the Municipal Art Pro- 
gram, and also encourages the private sector 
to get involved. 

As for community involvement, the pro- 
cess remains transparent and democratic 
with juries formed for each and every per- 
manent project. Voting members of these 
juries follow specific criteria when selecting 
artwork, and juries are formed to include 
community members, artists, and City of 
Edmonton employees, as well as architects 
who are appointed to advise on the feasibil- 
ity of proposed artworks. 

Edmonton Public Art selects artworks to 
develop a dynamic collection that will add 
to the visual impact of our city for both resi- 
dents and visitors. 


| do believe that over the decades the 
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people of Edmonton have celebrated a ged! 
commitment to art specifically designed fa 
public places. Many Edmonton-based orgé" 
nizations continue to engage their commu 
ty providing opportunities to involve artists 
hospitals, leisure centres, not-for-profits, ad 
many other private sector initiatives provit 
ing art for everyone, 

| invite you to download a copy of th 
Edmonton Public Art Master Plan from the 
Edmonton Arts Council's website at ww 
edmontonarts.ab.ca. 
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OKAY, THAT SWAB IS PRETTY SCARY, 
BUT THAT STILL SHOULDN'T STOP YOU 
FROM GETTING TESTED FOR STIS 





During the pheromone-fuelled courtship rituals of the Valen- 
tine’s Day season, it’s easy to forget the darker side of love. 

Yes, your valentine might not just be showering you with 
roses, chocolates, and sappy love letters; he or she could also be 
giving you a grab bag of sexually transmitted infections (also 
known by the unromantic acronym STI). 

“In Alberta and across the country we are seeing rising rates 
in the number of STIs — from chlamydia and gonorrhea to 
syphilis,” says Alberta Health and Wellness spokesperson John 
Tuckwell. 

According to the Communicable Disease Control Program's 
2007 annual report, clinical visits for STIs increased by 29 per 
cent over the past five years to 21,521 from 15,280 in 2002. The 
most frequent STI was chlamydia, with an infection rate of 319 
per 100,000, followed by gonorrhea at 88 per 100,000. There 
has also been a syphilis outbreak since 2003, and four of the 
five congenital cases of syphilis in 2007 were fatal. 

Tuckwell says the importance of-regular testing for STIs is 
paramount, but for many the thought of going for an examina- 
ton is intimidating. In order to clear up any confusion, and to 
reassure our readers, SEE Magazine sent a reporter to get the 
first hand scoop on the STI testing process. 


The Call 

\f anyone ever tells you that the worst part of an STI test is the 
anticipation, they are lying. The worst part — as far as males 
are concerned — comes when the nurse jabs a swab down your 
urethra to scrub for gonorrhea. 

But before I describe that experience, let me take a big step 
backward to explain how this whole uncomfortable scenario 
began. I called Capital Health on Jan. 9 to schedule my first 
STI test ever. I had no reason to suspect I had anything. After 
all I'm just an average guy, 24 years old, about six feet tall, 160 
Pounds, sexually active, and trying to kick a smoking habit. But 
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In The Bag | Remember: it's important that a urine sample for an STI test is a “first catch” sample. It's also important to remember to pee in the plastic container and not in the biohazard bag itself. PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 


66 IF YOU HAVEN’T GOOGLED “GENITAL WARTS,” 
| IMPLORE YOU TO DO SO IMMEDIATELY. 


HAVE TO FEAR || 


with Valentine’s Day around the corner and syphilis running 
rampant through the city, I figured it was a good time to get 
my papers. 

After haggling with the receptionist at the STD Centre in the 
Edmonton General Hospital, | was scheduled to go under the 
swab at 11:15 a.m. on Jan. 20. The waiting game had begun. 

l asked I how I could prepare for the test and she told me not 
to pee two hours before the exam and that I could do some re- 
search in the meantime if I was up to the task — arid naturally 
I was! 

For the next week and a half, my paranoia mounted as | pored 
over website after website, filling my head with horrific images 
of blisters, open lesions, warts, goiters, and excess vaginal fiora. 
(If you haven't Googled “genital warts,” | implore you to do so 
immediately. A solid screening of the advanced stages of HPV 
will change you as a person.) The more research I did, the more 
acute my senses became. Every itch and mild discomfort that 
1 would ordinarily have brushed off as everyday wear and tear 
became a fearful obsession ending in impromptu self-examina- 
tions in public bathrooms or anywhere else I could find a few 
moments of privacy. 

When my worrying grew too strong to face alone, I sought 
comfort in friends but was disappointed as they battered my 
resolve with tales of STI tragedies full of graphic descriptions 
of the dreaded swab test. 

Needless to say, I was a nervous wreck the morning of the 
exam and before my appointment I took a few moments to 
pump myself up. 

“Just go in there, relax, and try to have a good time,” I told 
myself. 


The Waiting Room 

The waiting room was half-full when I arrived and as | filled out 
my appointment card I found myself making a conscious effort 
not to check out the four incredibly attractive women sitting in 
the beat-up chairs along the wall. Instead, I kept my eyes glued 
on the TV screen where Barack Obama was being inaugurated 
as president of the United States. I sensed that watching the 


first black man become the leader of the free world from the 
waiting room of an STI clinic was some kind of sign, and dur- 
ing this moment of tolerance and understanding | realized | 
was being a coldhearted dink thinking of these poor women in 
the clinic as damaged goods. 

Christ — for all I-knew, I could have tertiary syphilis, and if I 
had seen these ladies under different circumstances they would 
certainly have inspired a full spectrum of impure thoughts. | 
questioned whether I could resist the temptation to follow them 


‘home after a night at the bar if I'd never seen them in the clinic 


— and the answer was no. I now understood the universality of 
STI exposure. 

It was shortly after this moment of clarity that a short, mid- 
dle-aged nurse called out my name and led me into the exami- 
nation room. It was a tiny nook dominated by a desk and the 
worst piece of furniture I have ever seen. In the corner sat an 
exam_table complete with stirrups and butcher's paper and the 
thought of the crazy action that table must see sent a shiver 
down my spine, | was sweating bullets, but I managed to con- 
ceal my fear from the nurse as she began the testing process. 


The Exam 
The first step was an all-out inquisition into my sexual résumé 
and history of other high-risk activities | might have a sweet 
tooth for. She asked if I smoked or snorted cocaine, whether 
I shared intravenous drug equipment. She quizzed me about 
my record of my sexual partners and my policy on unprotected 
sex. 

The intensely personal nature of the questions might catch 
a person off-guard if they’re not prepared for them, but it's es- 
sential not to lie or withhold any information the nurse needs 
to know. Doing so removes the absolute certainty you want 
to have once the test results come back. If it makes you more 
comfortable, remember that your info is protected under the 
Health Information Act. 

After the interview, my nurse gave me a rundown of what 


was going to happen. The gamut of tests, she explained, i ey 
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SaaS SWAB (cont'd from pg. 9) 
taking a blood and urine sample, and then 
she laid down the heavy news 

“I'm going to be poking and prodding 
down there — a lot,” she told me with a 
deadpan face. “Then there’s the swab 
Yeah, you're not going to like that.” 

It was at that exact moment that my 
manhood attempted to retract into the 
space just below my lower intestine, out 
of the reach of the nurse and her curious 
Q-Tip. 

She told me to take off my pants and 
hop into the stirrups so she could take the 
blood sample. Needles have never bothered 
me and she eased the tension for the im- 



























pending swab by complimenting me on my 
“beautiful veins.” 

Once she finished drawing my blood, she 
informed me that the swab was next on the 
agenda. “I want you to take a deep breath,” 
she said, “and then I’m going to count 
down from three and do the swab.” 

The moment of truth was at hand. As the 
QcTip slipped home, I knew that unlike the 
people with intimacy issues who may have 


YOU'D BE PISSING OUT OF A TUBE 
STICKING INTO YOUR BLADDER 
FOR A COUPLE OF WEEKS. IT WOULD 

BE QUITE MISERABLE. 


infected me, this cotton-topped intruder 
had no such hangups. 

I still cannot describe what the swab 
felt like. It wasn’t so much a sensation of 
physical pain, but more of a horrible innate 
feeling that something completely unnatu- 
ral was happening, and not a single fibre of 
my being liked what was going on. 

Fortunately for everyone involved, the 
swab was over with quickly, before I had a 
chance to have a complete breakdown. 

The last thing on the list of tests was the 
» urine sample and as | left to use the rest- 
room to fill the nurse’s Tupperware, she 
reminded me that the specimen had to be a 
_ “first catch” sample — in other words, the 
first drops out of the chute needed to find 
their way into the cup or the test would be 
useless. 

After the bathroom break, I returned to 
the examination room where the nurse 
handed me my results ticket to show the 
front desk when I returned a week later for 
my results. 


The Risks 

The next day | found myself drinking a 
» bottle of wine with a health care worker 
(who asked to remain anonymous) and I 
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asked him what could have happened if the 
swab went badly. 


is if it actually tore the urethra,” he said. 
“The problem is that it’s inside, so it's hav- 


ing a tear where the possibility of them | 


sewing it up is bad. You’d probably end 
up with a catheter. Not permanently, but 
you'd be pissing out of a tube sticking into 
your bladder for a couple weeks. It would 
be quite miserable.” 

After he finished telling me about the 


hassles of treating torn urethras, he called | 


me a loser for being scared of a Q-Tip, and 
I knew he was right. After all, a swab has 
nothing on the speculum (the device that 


opens the vaginal canal during a pap test). | 


The week that followed was much like 
the week preceding the test — full of fear 
and dread as the seed of doubt grew into a 
healthy tree of memories of sweaty, latex- 
free trysts with a handful of women who 
may have infected me (or vice versa) over 
the last few months. As the result date ap- 
proached, I forced myself to come to a few 
conclusions. 

I decided that regardless of the outcome, 
deciding to get tested was one of the smart- 
est things I have ever done in my life, and 
that the fear of a swab is a shameful ex- 
cuse to avoid an exam. | also decided that 
if I were positive, I would call my bedmates 
personally to inform them that they should 
go for a test even though the clinic has 
highly trained public health nurses who 
provide that service. Sure, that would be 
an awkward conversation, but I’m an advo- 
cate of taking on the mantle of responsibil- 
ity that comes with being sexually active. 


The Results 

When I returned to the clinic on Jan. 27, I 
was prepared for the worst. | handed my 
ticket over to the receptionist and once 
again took a seat in the waiting room until 
a nurse summoned me to the examination 
room. 

“What's the score here?” I said. “Syphi- 
lis, chlamydia, hepatitis, non-gonococcal 
urethitis? I can handle it.” 

“Nope,” the nurse calmly replied. “You're 
fine. We tested for syphilis, gonorrhea, chla- 
mydia, hepatitis, HIV, and they all came up 
negative — and as you know, there’s no test 
for herpes until you show symptoms.” 

“Wow,” I 
anticlimactic. I gave myself a week to 
live.” 

As I left with my clean bill of health and a 
followup appointment slated for sometime 
in May, I hoped that my comrades back in 
the waiting room would be as fortunate. 


said. 


“That was sort of | 











FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS 


_ NOT EVERYONE IS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO 


“The biggest issue you could have there | 


ESCAPE STIS. HERE’S A LIST OF HISTORICAL 
FIGURES KILLED BY TWO OF THE MOST DEADLY. 
DEATH BY HIV 


EMILE ARDOLINO, DIRECTOR (DIRTY 
DANCING) 


ISAAC ASIMOV, SCIENCE FICTION WRITER 
ROBIN CROSBY, GUITARIST, RATT 

BRAD DAVIS, ACTOR (MIDNIGHT EXPRESS) 
EAZY-E, RAP STAR 


TOM FOGERTY, GUITARIST, CREEDENCE 
CLEARWATER REVIVAL 


JOHN HOLMES, PORN STAR 

ROCK HUDSON, TV AND MOVIE STAR 

GREG LOUGANIS, OLYMPIC DIVER 

FREDDIE MERCURY, LEAD SINGER, QUEEN 
ROBERT REED, ACTOR (THE BRADY BUNCH) 
STEVE RUBELL, OWNER, STUDIO 54 


Queen | Freddie Mercury died of AIDS on Nov. 24, 199), 
PHOTO SUPPLIED 


PAUL SHENAR, ACTOR (SCARFACE) 
DEATH BY SYPHILIS 
MAURICE BARRYMORE, ACTOR 
CHARLES BAUDELAIRE, POET 

AL CAPONE, MOB BOSS 

PAUL GAUGUIN, PAINTER 

IVAN THE TERRIBLE, RUSSIAN CZAR 
SCOTT JOPLIN, COMPOSER 
EDOUARD MANET, PAINTER 

GUY DE MAUPASSANT, WRITER 
FRANZ SCHUBERT, COMPOSER 


Gangster | Al Capoe died of syphilis on Jan. 25,1947. 


HENRI DE TOULOUSE-LAUTREC, PAINTER PHOTO SUPPUED 











LOCAL VOCAB - BY TRENT WILKIE 
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NOUN - The practice whereby the print media sells old news as new news because it's 
“hip.” “Sot was reading the paper and they must have had a bad case of news 
envy because everything | saw there | saw online the night before. | mean, | 


saw both the Christian Bale and the David After Dentist remix within minutes 


of each other two days ago. Now that’s news.” 


spoom 

NOUN : Mispronunciation of “spoon.” “Friggin’ idiot can't say spoon. You know 
what he says? Nah, I can’t say it, it’s too stupid. He even says it when he points 
toa spoon too. He'll look right at the spoom and say ‘spoon.’ Ah shit — now 
he’s got me doing it.” 
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stenographism 


NOUN - Obsessive compulsive reaction that causes one’s fingers to twitch involuntarily 
upon hearing someone talk. “saw this stenographist at a livestock auction the 
other day with her arms duct-taped to her sides. Each of her fingers were in 
full-blown seizure. | was like, ‘Someone get that woman a piano,’ then her boy- 
friend beat the shit out of me.” 


teskeyism 


NOUN - The ability to elude the dangerous offender designation by apologizing each 
time you are caught. “Well, sir, he kicked the crap out of those hippies, then 
lit them on fire. After that, he broke into my home, called my cat a bastard, 
and slapped me into submission. But in court, he apologized. | forgave him 
because teskeyism is a... where the hell am 1?” 


check out new vocab every week 
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eee aN - THE PRACTICE OF USING UQUID NITROGEN TO INSTANTLY FREEZE SOMETHING, ESPECIALLY ALCOHOL =, 
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BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 
BREAK OUT THE LAB COATS 
1D THE SHOTGLASSES: 
TIME FOR A LESSON IN 
MOLECULAR MIXOLOGY 





Nothing says love like a blast of 
iquid nitrogen. 

Frozen cocktails are just one 
xample of molecular mixology, 
e boozy partner to molecular 
gastronomy. Both are part of a new 
ave in food and drinks which 
sentially transplants various 
hysical and chemical processes 
om the lab to the kitchen, and 
ich results in all manner of weird 
d wonderful creations. Clas- 
sic examples include varying the 
cooking time to produce eggs of 
different consistency (hardboiled 
ersus softboiled, for example). 
But that's for kids, and in today’s 
ever-competitive market, chefs and 
bartenders must rise to the demands 
of jaded foodies (and drinkies?) 
around the world. 

If you manage to get reservation 


(ITY LIVIN’: 25. YEARS LATER | 970 words 


YIOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

VENUES CHANGE, GUITARISTS 
PUKE, FILLINGS ARE LOST, AND 
YET THE SHOW GOES ON 


On Friday night I found myself 
Standing in the green room behind 
he stage at the Pawn Shop, avail- 
ng myself of the beer tub and read- 
ing the names of bands I’ve never 
heard of plastered all over the walls. 
It occurred to me I'd stood in the 
Same spot some 15 years earlier 
and watched the erection of an im- 
Promptu recording set-up to capture 
one live song each from three bands 
you've never heard of for what would 
become a split 7” on red see-thru vi- 
yl with hand silk-screened covers. 
The venue was called Rebar then, 
and it wasn’t so ‘different from the 
Pawn Shop, except that the canned 
TMusic was uae drowned out 
by the lene 















at one of the handful of famous mo 
lecular gastronomy/mixology bars 
or restaurants, you will be treated to 
such confections as martini-infused 
cucumbers, vodka foam garnished 
with “caviar,” and ediblé menus. 

And who doesn't want to chomp 
down on their menu? It makes bread 
bowls look so passé. 

Granted, this represents the ex- 
treme of this already extreme phe- 
nomenon. Many only dabble into the 
four basic areas of molecular gas- 
tronomy/mixology, namely 

+ sterification (creating 
from almost any liquid); 

- stabilization (solidifying foam or 
smoke to create nifty decorative ef- 
fects); 

+ gelling (creating gels or jellies out 
of almost any substance); and 

* cryogenics (using liquid nitrogen 
to instantly freeze something, espe- 
cially alcohol). 

The possibilities of molecular mix- 
ology are endless, though not all of 
those possibilities are necessarily 


“caviar” 


appealing. After all, one of the main 
effects of molecular techniques is 
a change in texture, the thought of 
chewing a martini grosses many 
people out. Nonetheless, this niche 
science has succeeded well enough to 
create stirrings of interest the world 
over. 

While there are no restaurants 





the dance club downstairs and your 
eyes stung from the perpetual mi- 
asma of tobacco exhaust emanating 
from the dense knots of black-clad 
hipsters you could just make out in 
the shadowy booths along the wall. 
But Rebar wasn't just a mere hipster 
bar. The place seemed so intimately 
linked to Edmonton's arts scene as a 
Fringe venue, host of charity events, 
fetish bingo hall, and rock stage that 
you'd end up there for all kinds of 
reasons other than the dank atmo- 
sphere and glow-in-the-dark drinks. 
And one isn’t about to forget the time 
one’s friend was the first to yell “Bin- 
go!” and ended up going home with 
a molded latex fist-and-forearm for 
his trouble. 

I'd been to the Pawn Shop the week 
before to witness the shrill, spastic 
majesty of Los Angelinos The Mae 
Shi, a spectacle during which the 
band infiltrated the agitated audience, 
then soothed us by making us all get 
under a big rainbow parachute while 
they sang overfast punk anthems 
about God. It sure felt like old times, 
but without all the pushing and shov- 
ing punk rock shows tended to entail 
back then. All the better to protect 


or bars in the Edmonton area that 
have wholeheartedly embraced the 
more esoteric molecular mixology 
techniques, there are many classic 
drinks that involve the same prin 
ciples — they just aren't as flashy as 
cryogenically frozen vodka 

Lighting a drink on fire to change 
the taste, such as in a flaming Sam 
buca, is one of the easiest examples 
Another 
classic example is layering, such as 
in a China White or a B-52. These 
shots make use of the properties 


of molecular mixology 


of density and viscosity in order to 
create a drink with a unique visual 
effect, with the different types of 
booze floating atop each other. These 
drinks are made by slowly pouring a 
lighter alcohol on top of a heavier 
one, down the side of the shotglass 
or the back of a spoon 

Jell-O shots are a classic fraternity 
ritual, as well as another example 
of molecular mixology principles at 
work. In fact, gelatin is a main com- 
ponent of many molecular practices, 
including “caviar’-making — so 
named because of the little egg- 
shaped spheres of jelly-like booze 
that are the finished product. 

Some of 


the more advanced 


molecular _mixology 


require a bunch of chemicals and 


techniques 


equipment that are not readily 
available to the home mixologist. 


On this night I returned, some 25 
years into my life as a live musical 
performer, as part of the first band 
on a three-band bill. Luckily, that’s 
given me ample time to assimilate 
the home truth that even the most 
resounding live rock 'n’ roll triumph 
is short-lived, and that playing in a 
band is nothing to go basing your 
self-esteem on. It had been a while 
since I'd even played a Friday night 
gig, the prime real estate of Edmon- 
ton’s musical calendar. Mostly pro- 
moters offer we washed-up, pub- 
friendly types a night midweek or a 
gently shitfaced Saturday afternoon 
slot, so playing a Friday night fleet- 
ingly made me feel au courant. 

1 only had to drive a few blocks to 
make the show, but headliners the 
nine-member Tom Fun Orchestra 


chad come all the way from Halifax, 


and second-billed Jon & Roy hailed 
from Victoria. If you had any idea 
how draining it is to play every night, 
get drunk off your ass, then get up 
early and drive seven hours to the 
next major population centre, you'd 
be alot more likely to get off your big 
ass and pay independent Canadian 
touring acts alittle respect. The mas- 


ake A Bite Out Of Your Masti 


Unless you make friends with some- 
one in the university chemistry de- 
partment, you probably aren't going 
to be able to find any liquid nitrogen 
for making cryogenic booze foam 
This is probably a good thing. 

But there are still some nifty things 
you can whip up at home without 
the aid of potentially dangerous 
chemicals 

If the idea of making layered shots 
or vodka Jell-O shooters doesn't 
appeal to you, perhaps you would still 
like to impress a certain someone on 
that upcoming Hallmark holiday by 
serving some booze caviar. It’s classy, 
unique, and relatively painless. Keep 
in mind, however, that in molecular 
mixology there are no hard and fast 
rules about measurement and pro- 
portion — you simply have to play 
around and figure out what works. 

To make booze caviar, you'll need 
the ingredients of whatever drink 
you plan to make, a container of 
canola oil, a plastic squeeze bottle, 
and some gelatin. Powdered foam 
works, though many molecular 
mixologists prefer to use gelatin 
sheets because they are easier to 
work with. 

First, fill a plastic container with 
canola oil and put it in the freezer 
until it is as cold as possible without 
being a solid. While this is chilling, 
make the “sauce” — i.e., whatever 


essons In Rock Star Self-Esteem 


one tough and frequently thankless 
slog this time of year. 

The Tom Fun lads, who seemed 
to range in age from 14 to 48, ap- 
peared remarkably chipper—could 
have, been the Jagermeister-and- 
Red Bull cocktails they were pound- 
ing backstage — and Thomas, their 
mustachioed drummer, renamed our 
band for $5 Canadian. 

Naming your band, by the way, is 
a tricky proposition, as evidenced 
by how many absolutely shitty band 
names there are in the world. My 
personal least favourite formula for 
band-naming is Gerund + Proper 
Noun — the latest example is the 
godawful Saving Abel — with Pro- 
noun + Blood Relation + Geographi- 
cal Feature (e.g., 1 Mother Earth) 
running a close second. Our guitar- 
ist's five-year-old had named our 
band, but we'd somehow outgrown it 
and couldn't seem to hit on anything 
that felt more like us. 

Thomas, though, had only just met 
us when he came up with a winner. 
From here on in, eh be known as 


your caviar will be composed of. (It 
works best with lower alcohol li- 
queurs. ) 

In a saucepan on the stove, mix 
together the alcohol and/or juice in 
a saucepan, then add the gelatin (if 
you managed to find gelatin sheets, 
you need to “bloom” them first - 
simply soak them in water for few 
seconds until they become soft). 
Heat the mixture for a few seconds, 
just until the gelatin has dissolved, 
then remove it from the heat, pour 
it into a squeeze bottle, and pop it in 
the fridge 

The sauce needs to be cold, but not 
solid. If it happens to solidify, simply 
heat it back up on the-stove with a 
bit more of the liquid ingredients and 
gelatin, then try again. 

Once both the oil and sauce are at 
proper temperature, squeeze a few 
drops of the sauce into the oil. They 
will form spheres that fall to the bot- 
tom of the container. Continue doing 
this until you have as much caviar 
as you need. Then use a strainer to 
strain the caviar out of the oil. (You 
can keep reusing the oil.) Rinse the 
caviar in cold water, and voila! 

The caviar can be used as a garnish 
for a completed cocktail, or as a sort 
of side dish. Alternate taking a sip 
of the cocktail and then a bite of the 
caviar to see how the flavours play 
off each other. 


Jon & Roy hadn't come nearly as 
far, but one of them, I’m not sure if it 
was Jon or Roy, attained the heights 
of trooperdom — and don't we all as- 
pire to be more like the classic Ca- 
nuck rock act Trooper? — by going 
onstage to play guitar and sing for 45 
minutes even though he had stom- 
ach flu. The poor bastard actually 
came offstage about halfway through 
the set, puked his guts out, then went 
back on and continued to perform. 
It's unsung heroes like Jon (or Roy) 
that are keeping music alive while 
the pampered rock royalty suck on 
each other's tailpipes at the hermetic, 
hopelessly clueless Grammy Awards 
or on arena stages that barely con- 
tain their enormous egos. : 

Our set? It went pretty well by our 
standards. There were more people 
there than at our last five gigs put 
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RESTO CAPS - 


RECENTLY REVIEWED - 


BY SCOTT LINGLEY 





ACCENT EUROPEAN LOUNGE 


8223-104 St., 780-431-0179 


THE TAB: $51 for two (food only) 


THE GIST: As ever, a Euro-comfort food 


landmark 
TRY: The steak tartar ($14) 


AVOID: Strenuous post-dining activity 


COLONEL MUSTARD'S CANTEEN 


10802-124 St., 780-488-1590 


THE TAB: $41 for two (food only) 


THE GIST: Multi-hued sammich joint does 


gourmet dinner 


TRY: Caramelized onion and roasted 


tomato pizza ($12) 


THE COPPER POT 
101, 9707-110 St., 452-7800 


THE TAB: $67 for two (food only) 


THE GIST: Fabulous new menu, great view, 


a casual-fancy night out 


TRY: Braised Bison Short Ribs and House 


Made Duck Sausage ($30) 
AVOID: The politicians 


EL RANCHO SPANISH RESTAURANT 


11810-87 St., 780-471-4930 
THE TAB: $33 for two (food 


THE GIST: Solid Mexi-Salvadorean fare, 


nice room, indifferent service. 


only) 


TRY: The Enchilada Mexicana 
BEWARE: Mathematical errors 


FANTASIA NOODLE HOUSE 


10518 Jasper Ave., 780-428-0943 


THE TAB: $17.40 for two (food only) 


THE GIST: Serviceable Vietnamese. 


THE HAT RESTO PUB 


10271 Jasper Ave., 780-429-447] 


THE TAB: $42.95 for three (food only) 
THE GIST: Edmonton greasy-spoon land- 


mark goes upscale 
TRY: The Burgers! 
BEWARE: The sticker shock. 


RESTO CAPS cont'd on pg. 14 


| DINING - MIDDLE-EASTERN CUISINE - BY SCOTT LINGLEY \703 words 


Sheesh, What A Great Kabob 


ANEW CAFE ON WHYTE GIVES 
DINERS A BADLY-NEEDED 
TASTE OF PERSIA — ANDI 
CAN'T WAIT UNTIL FESENJAN 
NIGHT! 





SABZY 
10416 Whyte Ave. 758-1005 





Both of my regular readers will prob- 


| ably remember how, about a year 


ago, in an extremity of desperation 
over the inaccessibility of Persian 


| 
food in this here town, I| resorted 
| to making my own — specifically a 
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NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TREATS THE CAUSE 
OF YOUR ILLNESS, NOT JUST YOUR SYMPTOMS 


Depression Anxiety 
IBS Celiac Colitis & Diabetes 


Detoxification Hormone Imbalances 
Women’s / Men's Health 

Nutritional & Life Style Counselling 
Arthritis Burn-Out Allergies 


Dr. Janice Dacyshyn, N.D., B.A. 


TWO LOCATIONS: 
4 ST. ALBERT: 


ST.ALBERT NATUROPATHIC CLINIC 
|] PERRON STREET 780.459.5601 


IN SOUTH EDMONTON: 


HYPERION LASER REHABILITATION 
and WELLNESS CENTRE 
(FORMERLY NAMED Laser TECH HeauTH CLiNic) 


(0433-51 AVE 780.988.2012 


www.albertanaturopath.com 
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| TheNew Food In Town | Finally, ld Strathcona gets a Persian restaurant. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 





dish called koresht-e-fesenjan, a rich 
feast of chicken on the bone sim- 
mered in walnut-pomegranate gravy. 
Luck was with me that day and the 
recipe turned out all right, but it 
was a hell of a lot of work grinding 
all those walnuts and it left me no 
more capable of reproducing any of 
the other kabobs, pilafs, and stews 
I’ve come to love during those times 
in my life I’ve been near a Persian 
food vendor. 

So the news that Sabzy, a Persian 
café, had taken up residence across 
from the Army & Navy on Whyte 





ple of days, but the friendly counter 
guy endorsed the aab gosht ($6), a 
hearty soup of potatoes, beans, and 
lamb. That sounded good, especially 
with an order of must’o khee-yar 
($6) — herbed cucumber and yogurt 
dip with pita. My co-diner opted for 
the koobideh kabob platter ($15) and 
some sabzy ($1) to wash it down. 
We repaired to a high table near 
the door, the better to take the view 
of the cavernous, multi-hued room 
and the carousel of vibrant images 
of Iranian culture and cuisine on the 
widescreen TV near the till. 





plus a broiled tomato. Sabzy, thi 


menu told us, is usually made will 
cilantro, parsley, basil, and mint 
but our big bowl of sabzy was most 
ly cilantro and parsley with a fev 
green onion segments and quarter 
of radish. 

The kabob was tender and tasty 
the natural flavour of the med 
lightly complemented with onioj 
and turmeric and zereshk, a sou 
condiment made from dried bar 
berries, but it was even better witli 
some of the yogurt dip and a stall 
of raw green onion, chased with thé 


THE TAB: $28 FOR TWO (FOOD ONLY) 
THE GIST: PERSIAN FARE FINALLY ALIGHTS IN EDMONTON 
TRY: TWO OR THREE DIFFERENT DISHES 


| Avenue was long-awaited. Finally, 
| someone else to grind the walnuts! 


What's more, Sabzy boasts of its ad- 
herence to “Green Gourmet Culture” 
by featuring lots of organic and veg- 
etarian options on their menu and by 
offering sabzy, a healthful traditional 
mix of fresh herbs, green onions, 
and radish, as an add-on to every- 
thing they serve 

Also, the folks who run the place 
have fashioned a comfortably mod, 


| exotic space out of the old Saffire 


Lounge. Plus, they provide free wire- 
less Internet access, which would al- 
low you to read the menu and sched- 
ule of specials they post at www. 
sabzy.net in case you're too lazy to 
pick up a menu at the counter. 

My visit was poorly timed, as I'd 
missed the fesenjan special by a cou- 


My deep bowl soup and appetizer 
arrived expressly and | was com- 
pelled to share with my co-diner as 
her meal had not yet arrived. 

The soup was crammed with big 
potato chunks, garbanzo and pinto 
beans, and melty cubes of lamb 
shoulder in a subtly seasoned cur- 
ry broth. The dip featured thick, 
creamy yogurt flecked with pep- 
per and herbs and embedded with 
crescents of baby cucumber, served 
with crispy whole wheat pita tri- 
angles. The combined effect was 
quite satisfying. 

My co-diner didn’t get too far into 
my food before her own arrived. 
The koobideh platter boasted two 
kabobs of blended lean ground beef 
and lamb arranged around a gener- 
ous heap of saffron and basmati rice, 


chlorophyll refreshment of cilantt 
and parsley. 

Mysteriously the rice was boll 
light and fluffy and saturated with 
butter. 

I wondered if the $15 price ta 
shouldn't include a scoop of shi 
razy salad (diced tomatoes, onions 
peppers, and herbs) for variety, até 
because the kabob and salad woul? 
taste good together. 

In the end my co-diner and | wet 
glad we shared our food, as the) 
might have seemed a little wanting 
if we hadn't combined elements 0! 
everything we ordered. 

But I look forward to testing tho 
untested portions of their menu and 
I'm especially keeping an eye ° 
their website for the next time the! 
serve fesenjan. : 
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at kind of skill set should a PR con- 
bitant have? 
remember when | was doing my 
pstgraduate program at Seneca College 
Toronto, | went to see a very smart man 
amed Bob Cooper, and | asked him what 
bu need to be good at this profession, and 
e said, “You need three things. You need to 
have strong intuition about how to work with 


I5minutes 


people, you need to be good at building and 
maintaining relationships, and you need a 
keen eye for detail and intellect.” Those are 
the three things he told mevand he hasn't 
been wrong so far. 


What kind of person does it take to do 
PR? 
You have to love people and you have to 


Ani Chakmakian |Public R 
PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 
Q&As WITH EDMONTONIANS BY ANDREW PAUL 


EDWARD BERNAYS KNOWN AS THE FATHER OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS. 


BERNAYS BROUGHT THE USE OF EXPERTS AND POLLS TO THE | INDUSTRY. HE DIED IN 1995 AT THE AGE OF 103. 


relal ant 


love working with ideas and hopefully you 
have strong communication skills, both oral 
and written 

Aiso, in order to communicate effectively, you 
need to have an understanding of what that 
audience or person needs to know in order to 
engage them. It's not just about communi- 
cating what your client wants or what you're 
hired to do, necessarily. You have to think it 











through and figure out what's important 
here and you have to prioritize — and that's 
where strategizing comes in. 


Are you ever faced with ethical dilem- 
mas on the job? 

| wouldn't say that ethical dilemmas are an 
issue; I'd say | encounter more strategic di- 
lemmas in terms of how to execute certain 


ity lite 


things and what would be the best way to 
reach out and connect with people. For ex- 
ample, your client might want you to do a 


certain type of campaign that you know is 
not going to resonate with the people they're 
trying to connect with so you'll make a 
recommendation based on your qualitative 
and quantitative knowledge. But ethically, 
no. | like to think | work with a great team of 
people. 


What kind of ethical dilemmas can a PR 
person be faced with? 

You can be faced with having to lie and 
according to our code of ethics that is some- 
thing you should not do. You should never 
mislead the public, the media, or anyone 
knowingly. 

Unfortunately PR has the reputation of spin 
doctoring, so in order to make sure that repu- 
tation doesn't get hg it’s important 
for every professional to be aware of their 


responsibility to communicate responsibly. 


Why do you think PR has a bad reputa- 
tion? 

You'd have to go back to around the First 
World War and look at Edward Bernays, 
is regarded as the father of public relations 


, who 


His start in PR focused a lot on promoting 
brands that we would regard now as a little 
contentious — for example, promoting smok- 
ing among women, making the war popular 
in the United States, and really being single- 
handedly responsible for converting Ameri- 
can society into a “want society” and starting 
to shop at department stores 
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Hike the Inca Trail 
7 Day Tour from $699 


Spend a week retracing the steps of ancient Inca 
civilization, highlighted by visits to Cuzco, the 
Sacred Valley and spectacular Machu Picchu. 
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UofA 


8103 





4 
4 
tf, 





ecco fi ibe 
onmeatane 


LAMM JL 1. 


Pi 
YL. a W 


Mb je 


subscription to a3 


Frida | news&opinion | city life | music| on streen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 


rogers.com/flip 


data plan having a minimum combined 
saat tca nent pivoke ane Arta pie hee word, waed wexder lcreme trom Reser) t 









mony seve eof 538 
Men Lined. 






BLACKBERRY PEARL FLIP 
EXCLUSIVELY FROM ROGERS 
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RESTO CAPS (cont’d from pg. 12) 


MASALAZ 

4218-66 St. 780-484-0582 

THE TAB: $28 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Affordable, authentic south 
Indian cuisine, strip-mall ambience 
TRY: The masala dossa with sambar 
($6.99) 

AVOID: The table near the entrance 


MUCHO BURRITO FRESH MEXICAN GRILL 
10124-109 St., 780-429-4220 


THE TAB: $8.48 (food only) 

THE GIST: You were expecting fancy, 
maybe? 

TRY: The burrito 

AVOID: The lunch rush 


PIZZERIA PREGO 

5860-1] St., 780-439-7734 

THE TAB: $19.49 (12-inch loaded pizza) 
THE GIST: Hand-crafted pizza in a class of 
its own 

TRY: The salads. 


SUSHI WASABI 

5714-IIl St., 780-433-0533 

THE TAB: $50 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: The best raw fish in town 
TRY: The assorted sushi or sashimi 
AVOID: The construction on 11th Street 


THA! ORCHID 

4005 Gateway Blvd. 780-438-3344 

THE TAB: $63 for three people (food 

only) 

THE GIST: Delicious, if not overly generous, 
hidden Thai gem 
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| reporters, browsers, bloggers and online journalists, Doors 


| OFALBERTA, II2TH ST. AND 89TH AVE., FEB 12 With works 


| program, Doors at 6:30 p.m, 


‘EVENTS 


| for anyone interested in learning valentine party. EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COM: 
more about the healing power Feb. 14 (7 p.m.) MITTEE The EPS/LGBTO Liaison 
of the 12 Step program as a way of HELLENIC CENTRE Committee is composed of a varity 


| 780.701.1854. 




































with DJ Licorice Whip, Yeraya Women's Chorus, uncom) 
Men's Chorus, and EVM. Doors at 7 p.m. 


QUEER 


AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture 
Pre-service and practicing teachers, community member, 
welcome. Info: andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 780-492-077) 
BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP A social group jy 
bi-curious and bisexual women. Every 2nd Thu of the mong 
730 p.m. info: groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton 
EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON, 10804 19TH ST. Older gay men and admires; 
Meet for a social period, short business meeting, followey 
by guest speaker, discussion panel, or potluck supper. Ey 
2nd Sun of the month, 2:30 p.m. Info: www.primetimersiy, 
org/edmonton. 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS As. 
SOCIATION THE CARROT COMMUN/T) 
ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 18TH Ave 


2009 ALBERTA SENIOR CURLINGCHAMPIONSHIPS =| 
GRANITE CURLING CLUB, 8620 107TH ST., FEB 18 - FEB 22 Info: 
ww.northeralbertacurling.com. 

ALL STAR HOCKEY FUN-RAISER CLARE DRAKE ARENA, 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA CAMPUS, FEB 16 Edmonton 
Eskimos Alumni vs, Edmonton Police Faded Blues. Doors 

at 2:30 p.m. 

ARTS MARKET THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COF- 
FEEHOUSE, 935] T18TH AVE, FEB 6 Artists and artisans from 
the community and beyond, sharing unique gifts with local 
flavour. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www.thecarrot.ca. 
FAMILY DAY FSTIVAL JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455 87TH 
AVE, FEB 16 Downtown Business Association hosts day of 
games, arts and crafts, special performances, and activities 
for all ages. Info: www.edmontondowntown.com. 

FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGERTY 

CENTRE, 9704 INTH AVE., FEB 9 For Parents 
and children up to 17. Doors at 6:30 p.m. 
Info: 780-474-7611. 










HOT PICK 


HEALTH & WELLNESS RETREAT Casual networking with GLBT b 
2009 THE CARROT COMMUNITY PARTY ness community. 2nd Wedn 
ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 118TH Valentine Fever every month, Locations liste 
AVE. FEB 13- FEB 15, A retreat Womonspace’s annual www.edmontonrba.org. 


of concerned lesbian, gay, bisexual 
trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, aly 
community members, and police officers. E-n 
| questions or concerns to epslgbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 
treated with confidentiality and respect. To report a hate 
| of bias motivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime 
| Unit, 780-421-3489, 
| FREE TOBE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL 8-10 pm.) 
Amiskwacly Academy Info: volleyball @teamedmonton ca 
GAYWIRE MORANGO’S CAFE, 10118 79TH ST. 6 pm. CSR 
| 88.5FM Edmonton's only radio show conceming gay, 
| lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives. News, local and 
| international features, and community events, 
HIV SUPPORT GROUP PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 IIITH AVE 
2nd Monday every month from 7-9 p.m. Info: richard@ 
pridecentreedmonton.org/780-488-3234, 
INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 
LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic & staff. Straight allies 
welcome. Monthly meetings. Info: kwells@ualberta.ca or 
mwonham@ualberta.ca 
PRIDE CENTRE 9540 117 AVE, 780- 488-3234. Hours 
| TUE-FRI1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Drop-in, library, 
and community Intemet services are available. Online 
enewsletter Hours: TUE-FRI 1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Inf 
780-488-3234 or www.pridecentreofedmonton.org. 


life. Info: www.providencerenwal.ca / 


HEARTS OF FIRE TIMMS CENTRE FOR THE ARTS, 
7THAVE. & 112TH ST., FEB 14 A celebration of the winter 
spirit with inner city citizens. As part of the Winter Light 
festival season. Info: www.winterlight.ca. 

PITCH YOUR STORY TO THE MEDIA BUSINESS LINK, 
100-10237 104TH ST., FEB 18 Workshop on developing and 
pitching story ideas to newspaper, radio and television 


atl0am. 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA BACHELOR OF DESIGN & 
FINE ARTS ART SALE FINE ARTS BUILDING, UNIVERSITY 


by designers, painters, sculptors and printmakers from 
the University of Alberta Bachelor of Design & Fine Arts 


VALENTINE FEVER HELLENIC COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
10450 TI6TH ST., FEB 14 Edmonton Vocal Minority and 
Womonspace present their annual Valentine Day party 





DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 








DJ JUNIOR BROWN 
WAYLON SHERRINGTON 


PUB FOOD BY DANIEI 
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TG. 
{t's our ONE YEAR Valeniversary! I'm looking 
forward to many more. | love you! 


ED. 


AKG. 

Wife, let’s face it we're fucking useless without 
each other. Forever & Always — Wife 

JT. 





DH. 








J.0.E. 


ilove you sugar tits 





BW. 
Forever & Always baby, 
AM. 





BM. 
| don't need flowers,chocolates, or teddy 
bears. Let's just drop the hammer baby. 





K.0. 
Let me tell you what exactly is on my mind: 


You are the best thing ever happened to me. 
CS. 
DB. 
Happy Valentines Day My Shinozaki. | love you 
like crazy my sweet sexy husband 

Love Chibi Makoto 










































































DROP IT HARD!! J.B. 
You've given me something I've never had in AW. : =. 
my life - no matter what, that’s ours. — — OS. 
NI. you have always been my only valentine! love 
N.R.H. You are loved. you 
\'llalways be ur first Edmonton date, but I'llbe KJ. CS. 
the last friend 2 leave ur side. Love you Cup- — — — _—— — 
cake JL MAH. 
JT. And |, you. Don't ever stop trying. Fussy Spice MICHELLE HACHE- NOBODY FN! 
KL. LOVES YOU MORE I'll b yor BEST in/out the 
TW. - bedroom: HE-MAN. 
To my Mum, my idol, the woman | aspire to J.A. SK. 
be, who has a nicer body than me now. Bitch!! Don’t make luv by the garden gate. ‘They say = — = 
Love you! love's blind but the neighbor's ain't! RY. 
KJ. JL your sex is on FIRE 
ME. 
MC LC 
*RawR* Happy V-day big boy - Love you boy ‘o SLA. 
Time to cash in those free B's LG Hey sweet thing, can | buy you a fish sand- 
Love you xoxox wich? 
LE B.P.CN. MI. 
Brittany & Chris. May 22,2009. Butterflies and 
IS. Funin the Sun: Live, Lave, Laugh In Serenity JM. 
To my wonderful husband! TP. If you tell me what the BFA isi'll have your next 
Happy Valentine's Day! child. 
“{love you till the end” JA. MB. 
XOXO. Let's run away to California. = 
Ts Sunshine and Surfing, need | say more? K. 
2 MN. There would be no Valentine's Day without 
EJ. you. Love... 
Happy Valentines Day Evan! Even though I'm —P.H. J. 
in Fort Mac, |'m still thinking about you. Love + Happy Heart Day Princess Peyton! 
youlots, XOXO Auntie Megan BL. 
JH. M.H. do fries come with that shake???? 
SK. SH. GI. 
Vyears!!! Aghbh... Happy V-Day... femme love to ms.__gina wang 
{mean yeah... Vasin...| got nothing... 
Love you MH. DCB. 
TK. _.and we would know we loved each other 
JH. without having to say it. 
SS. Happy Birthday Brother! AES. 
| love you cutie poo. i'll only go and see good ~=M.H. 
movies with you from now on. 3 : MC 
AY. : LW. s Happy Valentine's Day to my beautiful baby 
You are my lover... My best friend... boy... love you! 
4D. ..My popcorn butt! Happy 1 Year Valenver- SY. 
\f you want to find your way, follow your heart sary! XO 
and it will lead you next to mine, xox, Imissu MH. MC a 
MH. - | love how | still get butterflies in my stom- 
: ; RR. pi kc ioe baci 
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N.M.S 

Here's to you enjoying bogarting another Vday 
for everyone, Happy Birthday you jerk! :) 

JT. 





AD. 
| don't blame him. | just pretend to. | would have 
left you for her too. 





oM. 


Happy Valentines. All the best to U and the 
next neighbor U encounter. U were just a want 
not a love! 


CS. 





RY. 
your voice reminds me of bees wrapped in ba- 
con. 


ME. 


J.0.E.H. 
You stink! 








J. E: S.H. 
you are a dork! 
B.M. 
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1 YOUR FOLKS PAY YOUR PHONE , 
YOUR DAD’S ON 


AND ALL 


we 
é 









THE DOLE / 


iP | 





MUSIC PREVIEW «LOCAL - BY MIKE DEANE | 621 words 


Lava, Actually 





w/ The Whitsundays, Rah Rah! The Pawn Shop (10551 
Whyte Ave). FriJFeb 14. Tickets: $10 at the door. 





Hot Panda are treading the line be- 
tween the saccharine and the cyni- 
cal. Their upcoming Mint Records 
release Volcano... Bloody Volcano 
pairs sugary sweet melodies and 
dancey instrumentation with seri- 
ous, sometimes even snarky lyrics 
(“Your folks pay your phone / Your 
dad's on the dole / And all you do is 
bitch,” goes one choice verse from 
“It's Worth Eight Dollars.”) This con- 
flict between optimism and cynicism 
even shows up in their album’s cover 
art: an 18th-century painting depict 
ing well-to-do Victorians scaling Mt 
Vesuvius. The painting is colourful 
and playful, even though you know 
these carefree climbers could be 
wiped out at any moment. This in- 
terplay between the lighthearted and 
the serious is evident in all aspects 
of Hot Panda's music, but in person 
they're animated and affable — even 
when discussing the austere issue of 
cover art 

“At first we were going to use the 
Mona Lisa for the cover, but it just 
didn’t make as much sense as the Mt 
Vesuvius thing,” jokes bassist Keith 
Olsen 

It's not as well-known as the Mona 
Lisa, but the painting on their cov- 
er discloses much more about the 
band's motives and aesthetic. Drum- 
mer Maghan Campbell explains that 
their designer simply stumbled upon 
the image while searching for some- 
thing to match the album's lyrics and 






themes. The painting is housed at 
the faraway University of Otago in 
Dunedin, New Zealand, but, accord- 
ing to Campbell, a friendly curator 
made acquiring the image simple 
“He was super nice,” she says, “and 
immediately was like, ‘Oh, would you 
like a 
you go!’ And we were like, ‘Really? 


high-resolution scan? Here 


It's that easy?’” 

The album's title 
matched to the art, was also a chance 
discovery: Campbell saw the writing 
on the wall, literally, while travelling 
through Greece. “Santorini is this 
beautiful island in Greece,” she ex- 
plains, “but there’s this volcano right 
off the coast. This is the volcano that 


so perfectly 


Thar They Blow! | With Volcano_. Bloody Volcano, Hot Panda has gotten even hotter. You know, on 


wiped out the Minoan people and 
is said to have destroyed Atlantis 
We were hiking on the volcano and 
somebody had spray-painted ‘Vol- 
cano... Bloody Volcano’ on the rocks 
and I just thought it was hilarious be- 
cause it literally wiped out an entire 
civilization, It was a perfect quote be- 
cause it's so understated; the volcano 
is right there and if it ever went off 
again, everybody would die.” 

That kind of black humour is also 
a part of Hot Panda's lyrics. Though 
their songs can border on sweet- 
sounding pop with playful back-and- 
forth singing, there’s always some- 
thing more sinister at play. Though 
the album title began as an under- 


account of all the magma. PHOTO COURTESY OF MINT RECORDS 


stated slogan, it soon acquired more 
meaning for the band. “We were just 
thinking of that title, and when go- 
ing back over the album’s lyrics, it fit 
really nicely,” Campbell says. “And 
since the painting is of Mt. Vesuvius, 
which eradicated Pompeii and Her- 
culaneum, it was just perfect.” 

The lyrics are the work of singer/ 
guitarist Chris Connelly — and they 
depict a suburban world that can 
seem just as unappealing to live, in 
its way, as the ruins of Pompeii. “It’s 
just cynical of all society, just of what 
people are doing,” Connelly says, 
“It's like being in your mid-to-late 
20s, where you start to see people 
that you know, doing things in their 






lives that you’d never thought they'd 


do. They're getting married ar 
moving to Sherwood Park and ha 
ing kids: You meet them and they ar 
just completely different people. It‘ 
about how to live a life that doesn't 
follow one of those standard patlis 
that everyone takes.” 

“And even that might be a waste of 
time,” Campbell adds, “considering 
how fragile and short life is.” 

Wow, what a bunch of mopey ex 
istentialists. Thank God the mood 
of Hot Panda's music is the com 
plete opposite. “You can dance to it 
so that's good,” Connelly says. “You 
want it to be fun and upbeat, but its 
nice to contradict it at times with 











Water Bables | Caren Swel foots te Sait Room net Tusa. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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HOT TICKETS - MUST-SEE SHOWS 








SWOLLEN RIVERS 


Starlite Room «Feb. 19 
$15 | Ticketmaster 


You know it's time for some wet west coast 
blues when these four B.C. buds roll into 
town. Since the release of their debut album 
So / Say in 2005, Scott Stanton, Davers Lang, 
Louie Sadava, and Chris Petersen have been 
riding their slide guitar to the big time. Of 
course, teaming up with the likes of Xavier 
Rudd and Bedouin Soundclash along the 
way didn't hurt either. Now they're touring 
with Australian act Ash Grunwald to support 
the release of their third studio effort, which 
is due out this month. 


| BROTHERS WITH ARMS 


Blue Chair Café + Feb. 14 
$65 | Blue Chair Café 


Love is in the air, and if you're looking to get 
lucky with that special valentine what better 
way to grease the tracks of courtship than 
with some good ol’ R&B from these Edmon- 
ton blues brothers? There's going to be two 
sets, with the first, featuring Ron Rault and 
a collection of rootsy minstrels, kicking off at 
5 p.m. Things really get thumping a couple 
hours later, though, when Lionel Rault joins, 
. his brother to serenade you and your date 
before the passion of the night sweeps you 





away to thelandof yaléntine bliss. 
NOS 








Blackdog Freehouse « 
Free 





Feb.15 


You might recognize Strippers frontman 
Fat Bave Johnston from the now-defunct 
Fat Dave Crime Wave. But even though he’s 
leaving the life of the outlaw, we have assu 
ances that this new project will deliver the 
same heart-pounding rock with “influences 
from Howlin’ Wolf, Elmore James, and Pete! 
Green's Fleetwood Mac.” That's right, folks 
it’s going to be a bluesy Valentine's weekend. 
but ina good way — Johnny 99, The Give ‘Em 
Hell Boys, and The Southern Pink will make 
sure of that as they open the set. 
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ANDREA HOUSE CELEBRATES 
VALENTINE'S DAY WITH A 
CONCERT BUILT AROUND 

HER GRANDFATHER'S LOVE 
LETTERS 





ANDREA HOUSE 

Muttart Hall, Alberta College (10050 Macdonald Drive). Sat, 
Feb 14 (7:30pm) Tickets: $20, available through TIX on the 
Square, Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Acoustic Music Shop. 





Very rarely does Valentine's Day 
bring about something sincere. Usu- 
ally it drowns us in a sea of greeting 
cards, sexy panties, and third-rate 
chocolate. Which is what makes 
what Andrea House is doing this Feb. 
14 so distinctive: she actually has a 
genuine love story to tell. Her show, 
a mix of slideshows and top-of-the- 
line jazz that she calls “Forget-Me- 
Not,” actually has meaning. 


My Cherie Amour | Andrea House has a bilingual love story to tell you this Saturday at Muttart Hall. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 


MUSIC PREVIEW - VA\ NE! - BY TRENT WILKIE | 478 words 


The Love That House Built 


“It's framed around the story of my 
grandfather during the First World 
War,” “When he was 
19, he was stationed in Paris as an 


House begins. 


airplane mechanic at the time when 
they were first starting to have an air 
While in 
Paris, he fell in love with a beautiful 


force. He was American 


French woman named Denise.” 
Their complicated romance is the 


from wartime Paris to the ¢ anadian 


prairies in the '80s — a sincere per 
formance from a modest artist 
“When I was a kid, I found all these 
postcards, all these love letters, from 
Denise to my grandfather ... sol stole 


them,” House says. “It's an interest 
ing story because it wasn't the woman 


he ended up marrying, and when he 


had a stroke near the end of his life 
he started to call my grandmother by 
the name Denise. And so, he kind 
of went back in time to obviously’ a 


time that meant something to him 
I don't think it gets more romantic 
than Paris during the war. 

“But it’s also the story of the Prai 
ries in the ‘80s and the love that my 
grandmother Margaret had for her 
husband, my grandfather. It’s about 
telling a tale about two love stories 
with a slideshow of the postcards and 
the love letters behind what the band 
and | are doing.” 

And the music will be as genuine 
as the stories. House and her band 
will be taking your ears on a date, but 
don’t worry — there's no need for 2 


chaperone. “It’s a mix of gorgeous 


I BLOSSOM DEARIE, THE BABY-VOICED JAZZ SINGER AND PIANIST — PERHAPS BEST KNOWN FOR SINGING 
THE MEMORABLE “SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK” TUNE "FIGURE EIGHT” 


jazz and some melodic tunes that I've | 


written,” House says. “Is it a play? 
No. Is it a concert? I think so. But 
instead of a traditional concert, we 
do a whole bunch of tunes and try to 
share something romantic with peo- 
ple in telling the story and unfolding 
the mystery. It is a true story from 
top to bottom. I’m trying to share 


something that means something to 


me — but that also meant something | 


to my grandfather. 
“T've always wanted to tell this sto 
ry ever since I stole those postcards 





“WHEN I WAS A KID, I FOUND ALL THESE POSTCARDS, 
ALL THESE LOVE LETTERS, FROM DENISE TO MY 
GRANDFATHER ... SOI STOLE THEM.” 





crux for a night of old-fashioned jazz 
and personal history. Accompanied 
by “Monster” Chris Andrew on pia- 
no, Chris Smith on guitar, and Bob 
Blair on pedal steel, House takes you 


but I was never really sure how to get 
this across,” House concludes. “The 
idea of allowing some of the songs 
that I've written to be interspersed 
with these postcards is magical.” 
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I, Shagbot 





THE SHAGBOTS ARE AN ARMY 
OF MUSIC-MAKING, TALKBOX- 
TINKERING, CONDOM-MOPPING 
MACHINES! 





THE SHAGBOTS 

w/ Noisy Colors, Hardy Drew and The Nancy Boys. Velvet 
Underground (1030-102 St). Fri, Feb. 13 (9pm). Tickets: $10 
at the door. 





Every band has to start out some 
where. Those first’ few steps are 
awkward and uncoordinated, full of 
confusion and fear — like a newborn 
calf. Or a first date. But for Calgary 
dancecore band The Shagbots, that 
gangly phase is behind them. Now 
they are like a beautiful butterfly . 
well, a butterfly that says “fuck” ev 
ery once in a while 

“The first while we were a band it 
really hurt us because we didn't re- 
ally know what we wanted our sound 
to be,” says vocalist Davis de Sou- 
za. “We would write one song that 
would be borderline metal and then 
we would write a song that was pure 


| synth-pop. But we found that after 


a while we started to really get our 
groove, and since then; we're all on 
the same page.” 

As any maturing band will tell you, 
fear of change is a surefire death sen- 
tence. Look at what Darwin said: the 
ability to adapt is key to any species’ 
survival. “Everything is sort of root- 
ed in punk rock,” de Souza says, “but 





Metal Machine Music? | The Shagbots have shed their cocoon and are ready to rock. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





I think we are going to experiment 
more with a toner and a talkbox and 
drumbeat loops and stuff like that. I 
mean, it's all talk right now, but until 
we sit down and start writing again 
for the next album, things are kind 
of up in the air.” 


The next stage of growth is the hor- 





ror story — the hero's test that either 





breaks your spirit or pushes you out 
the other side meatier and stronger. 
The Sh 
one Halloween in Medicine Hat 

“We played a show with this band 
called Agnus Meatplow,” de Souza 
recalls 


agbots entered their crucible 


“So it’s a two-band set, us and 
them, and there's us in our costumes. 
1 was Batman, | think [bassist/drum- 
mer] Michael was a nun — you know, 
we were having fun 

“And then this next band comes on. 
They have condoms full of meat that 
they are throwing everywhere. They 
have a dead fish that they are beat- 
ing people with, their first song was 
called “Fuck Slut,” song No. 2 was 
something about rape and they had 
tranny porn that they were throw- 
ing everywhere. That was a rough 
one. At the end of the night, there’s 
us cleaning up these condoms full 
of meat and tranny porn while those 
guys just sat back and drank beer.” 

Someday, boys, you will be the 
ones drinking the beer and wonder- 
ing where all your tranny porn went. 
That is what success is. 


music 





MUSIC INTERVIEW - R.I.P., RECORD LABELS - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 19 words 


Napster Killed The Radio Star 


STEVE KNOPPER SAYS THE 
RECORD BUSINESS HAS BEEN 
DYING FOR 30 YEARS — IT JUST 
HASN'T REALIZED IT 





APPETITE FOR SELF-DESTRUCTION: THE 
SPECTACULAR CRASH OF THE RECORD INDUSTRY 
INTHE DIGITAL AGE 

By Steve Knopper. Free Press. 301 pp. $29.99 

wk kK 





The first surprise in Steve Knopper’s 
book Appetite for Self-Destruction, 
a lively account of the stunning col- 
lapse of the record industry and the 
rise ©f online music, is that it begins 
a whole lot earlier than you expect it 
to — in 1979, to be exact, when Knop- 
per argues that Chicago DJ Steve 
Dahl nearly put the major labels out 
of business. 

Dahl, you see, was the man who 
spearheaded the “disco sucks” move- 
ment and organized the famous 
mass burning of disco records at 
Comiskey Park. In the massive disco 
backlash that followed, record sales 
dried up practically overnight, stores 


The Spectacular Crash of the Record industry 
in the Digital Age 


Steve Knopper 





Cutline Head | Detail Goes Here Please. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


returned millions of unsold LPs, 
and the major labels (which had in- 
vested heavily in the disco craze) ei- 
ther cut back on staff or went out of 
business entirely. 

“This business model based on 
selling pieces of plastic has been 
on its last legs for nearly 30 years,” 
says Knopper, who has been cover- 


ing the music industry for Rolling 
Stone since 2002. The labels have 
just been lucky enough to have got- 
ten bailed out a couple of times by 
one fluky phenomenon or another: 
Michael Jackson and MTV came 
along in the early '80s, the CD res- 
cued them again in the late ’80s, and 
the boy band craze kept them afloat 
into the new century. But with online 
musical downloads (both legal and il- 
legal) taking over, it doesn't look like 
the cavalry is riding to the rescue 
this time. 

“Back in 1991, It seemed like CDs 
were going to be around forever,” 
Knopper says, “but in retrospect, 
it seems like CDs were an artificial 
extension of a model that was on 
its way out. It was almost an acci- 
dental rescue — it certainly wasn’t 
as if the labels were being high-tech 
visionaries.” 

That's putting it mildly: while there 
were a few forward-thinking junior 
executives at the labels who recog- 
nized the implications of the rise of 
file-sharing services like Napster, the 


people making the decisions tended 
to be too technologically backward to 
understand the nature of the Napster 
threat, and too unimaginative to turn 
the power of the Internet to their 
own advantage. Indeed, there seems 
to be something deep in the DNA of 
label execs from a certain generation 
that absolutely resists the idea of giv- 
ing anything away for free — or even 
for cheap. 

“The history of music retail over 
the last 10 years has been an end- 
less demand from consumers for la- 
bels to lower their prices,” Knopper 
says. “You see it now at Best Buy or 
on Amazon, of course — just a couple 
of weeks ago, Amazon's ‘deal of the 
day’ was Elvis Costello's My Aim 
Is True, one of my favourite re- 
cords ever, for $1.98. And I don't 
think the labels are very enthusi- 
astically marching down that road, 
but they're certainly being driven 
there. 

“There are a lot anecdotes that 
reveal the thinking at the major la- 
bels — for instance, | tell the story of 





What you need to know about 


the plan for Alberta’s energy future 


The Government of Alberta’s Provincial Energy Strategy is a long-term action plan intended to help 


Alberta achieve clean energy production, wise energy use and sustained economic prosperity. 


Among the comprehensive range of actions outlined in the strategy are specific plans to: 


+ Explore and support value-added initiatives for Alberta’s energy industry. 


+ Increase innovation through research and development in reducing the environmental footprint 


of energy production and creating new “exportable” energy technologies. 


+ Change energy consumption behaviour by industry and consumers through enhanced 


conservation and emissions reductions. 


+ Support all Albertans in their individual efforts to make wise energy choices. 


Wlecie Resourceful. Responsible. 
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To learn more or to obtain a copy of Alberta’s new 
Provincial Energy Strategy, visit www.energy.alberta.ca 
or call toll-free 310-4455. 











Syd Schwartz, who helped brea| 
Creed online for the independent 
Wind-Up Records by releasing 
MP3s online. He then moved to 
EMI, which is a major label, where 
he was told, ‘We don’t do that stuff 
around here.” 

Knopper periodically interrupts 
the book with his list of “Big Music's 
Big Mistakes” — it’s a roll call of in. 
famous blunders and PR disasters 
that includes the CD longbox, the 
rise of the big-box stores, and, per 
haps most destructive of all, Sony 
BMG's “rootkit” software, the files 
embedded on several of their CDs 
that were supposed to prevent on 
line piracy but which often merely 
destroyed people's computers in 
stead. Knopper even pinpoints the 





exact date when, in his view, the 
record industry bungled their last 
chance to survive the online era 
July 15, 2000, when the major labels 
failed to reach a deal to merge with 
Napster. 

We're still living with the fallou 
from that decision, Knopper says 
with the labels unable to get on to; 
of online music distribution, the bu! 
of music downloads were done either 
through iTunes (which makes a tidy 
profit for Steve Jobs, but not so much 
for the labels) or illegally. 

“I actually think the future of 
music looks very good for consum 
ers and artists, both big and small 
Knopper says. “It doesn’t look so 


| good for major record labels. I do lik 


the record industry and feel some 
sympathy for them, but having lived 


| through the ’90s just as a consume! 


I was also incredibly frustrated thal 


| the labels weren’t seeing what every 


one else was seeing. In 2001, when 
you wanted to download a song 
just purely for convenience, nol 
even as a thief, the only way to do it 
was illegally! 

“L hope it comes across in the book 
that I am anti-copyright infringe 
ment. It’s not right to be able to basi 
cally break all the locks off the record 
stores and steal all the music. It’s 
not moral. But it's hard — | recent- 
ly bought that book, The Pitchfork 
500, which is a list of the 500 great 
est songs of the last 30 years, and 
because I’m an obsessive collector 
guy, I’m trying to get them all. I've 
been scouring iTunes and eMusic 
and records stores and I've got about 
half. Then I went to [the online file 
sharing hub] The Pirate Bay and did 
a search for ‘Pitchfork 500’ — just to 
see. And of course, there they all are, 
in one torrent. I swear to God, I had 
this moment where | literally had to 
pull my hand off the mouse, to not 
make that one click.” 

He chuckles ruefully, perhaps 
picturing the same lopsided morél 
struggle taking place in front of lap- 
tops all over the world. “The record 
industry has a big problem.” 
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Grab Your Partners 
Swing Her Round 


i 

@ 

WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 

AND EVEN IF YOU'RE ALONE ON 
VALENTINE’S DAY, THE TOO HIP 
TO BE SQUARE DANCE IS NOT 
TO BE MISSED 





For those of you feeling romanti- 
cally desolate as Valentine’s Day ap- 
proaches, there's no need to wallow 
in your filthy and annoying sorrow, 
If you haven't noticed, V-Day has 
been increasingly twisted by the for- 
lorn into a kind of parallel-universe 
Halloween — which is only fair, given 
that on Oct. 31 all the 2ist-century 
women return the favour by dressing 
as fetish hookers. 

Following a creepy-over-sweet 
theme, John Gorham and his sweet- 
heart Terry Morrison are throwing a 
“monster mush” of meaty duets in a 





THE DOUBLE DIAMOND DANCERS MAY HAVE ART 





might be interested in coming to | 
check us out, and if you're down 
with the sound then the writing thing | 
is up to you. I don’t have a bunch of | 
pals who work at the weeklies or any 
other papers, really, and I’m inter- | 
ested in gaining new fans. Anyway, 
feel free to check out our MySpace in 
the meantime: myspace.com/thepal- 


emoonlights. 
“A person always feels a little lame | 
having to stoop to this sort of beg- | 


_ging, but it's worth a shot,” he says 


Actually, Kris, what you just did | 
should be in a textbook of how to get 
attention for your band in the media. 
With times being hard for newspa- 
pers especially, new bands shouldn’t 
be surprised if every critic in town 


isn’t showing up at their gigs — they | 
weren't even when the streets were 
paved with gold, and we're barely 
covering the big shows anymore. But 
making that first introduction is vi- 
tal and, P.S., your stuff sounds good | 
and I’m looking forward to-hearing 
the CD. | 
Incidentally, the Alberta Music | 
Industry Association is hosting a 


FLOWING OUT OF THEIR FEET, BUT THEY | 
DON'T TAKE ANY SHIT FROM THE LIKES OF YOU, 
SHOWING UP 17 MINUTES LATE. 





special band called Pleading Hearts. 
This happens at the Empress on 
99th on Valentine's Day, starting at 
4 p.m. 

Then, continuing Rebecca Hart- 
man and Bobby’ Kydd’s brilliant 
idea from last year, Too Hip to Be 
Square Dance 2 starts at 8 sharp 
at the Ritchie Community Centre 
(7727 98th St.). This time, CJSR’s 
Jay Hannley will be spinning the 
between-set beats, Headband and 
The Secretaries (who will be cov- 
ered in flowers, word is) are playing 
live. The top appeal, though, are the 
Square dance lessons which come 
with the ticket, and are also the rea- 
son you need to show up, like, before 
on time. The Double Diamond Danc- 
ers may have art flowing out of their 
experienced feet, but they don't take 
any shit from the likes of you show- 
ing up 17 minutes late, blustering 
about traffic conditions. I mean, no 
wonder you're single! 

Love waits for no one! 


Kris Glabush is in a band called The 
Pale Moon Lights and makes an in- 
teresting point in a Facebook e-mail: 
“You don’t know me. I’m writing you 
to see if you might be interested in 
writing something about my band. 
Or let's put it this way: maybe you 


tax-deduction info panel for musi- 
cians on Feb. 24 at 6:30 p.m. down- 
stairs in Brixx. It's $5 at the door, 


which | believe you can even write 
off. Score! 


Some extra nuggets: Bebop Cortez 


has been laying down guitar tracks 
on Cadence Weapon’'s upcoming 


disc and is freaking out about how 


good it sounds. I'll agree with Sandra 
Sperounes in my own words: fuck 
the Junos, really, for ignoring After- 
party Babies. The words for that are 
“intentionally super-disabled.” 

Mark Feb. 21 on your calendars as 
well — that's when Zand7is Una Vez 
Por la Vida debuts in the Stanley 
A. Milner Theatre, The film is Drew 
McIntosh/Bryan Kulba’s road doc 
about the emotional band touring 
through Cuba. Did they play Guan- 
tanamo Bay or get free heart trans- 
plants? You'll have to wait and see, 
sucka, 

Finally, a note about New City 
upstairs, which has become such 
an awesome venue. But could you 
please take down the glowy Tim 
Burton skeletons from the coffered 
alcove ceiling? Seriously, it reminds 
me of being touched by my relatives 





as a child. Buy you a Romulan Ale | 


in return? 
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ON BIG SCREEN & PLASMA TV’S 


6 ANo 
The Buen 
Sol er mish pus® 


9013-88 Avenue 
780.465 4834 


10235-101 Street 
426.7827 


Rice Howard Way 
426.7784 
Bourbon Street 
444.1752 


Poe ©OILERS VS SAN JOSE SHARKS 
, Tu 


nish pas? 
9013-88 AVENUE + 465-4834 - WWW.EDMONTONPUBS.COM 


OPEN STAGE | 


8 P.M. EVERY WEDNESDAY * HOSTED BY DUFF ROBINSON. 


untapped 


MONDAY FEBUARY 16TH AJ GOODVIN 
MONDAY FEBUARY 23RD SCOTT COOK - 


ARADO. | 


Se ER SY HOSTED BY NICOLE 








MUSIC PREVIEW: NO HITS, NO MISSES - BY TRENT WILKIE |509 words 


How’s The Wife? 


| 
| 
| 
| 














DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 
RANDY RAINES | 








STEPHEN FEARING'S CD THE 
MAN WHO MARRIED MUSIC 
KARAOKE 
STARTS AT 9 PM CONTAINS THE STORY OF A 
| LIFELONG LOVE AFFAIR 
of AND 
& = S | 
2 v g STEPHEN FEARING 
- 3 | w/Dave Gunning. Arden Theatre (5 St. Anne St., St. Albert). 
| Fri,Feb 13 (7:30pm). Tickets: $28, available at the Arden 
@\e | 


| boxoffice. 
PUB 





Stephen Fearing doesn’t get old 
I'm not saying he doesn’t age, but 


FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: baraelatdiatie ad different 
780-426-7827 | being old and aging are two differen 


SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER FOR 
PROMOTIONS & SPECIALS. 


things. The quintessential artist's art- 


ist, Fearing is in tune with the world 





around him just as much as it is in 
tune with him. His newest album is 
called The Man Who Married Music 
The Best of Stephen Fearing, and the 
45-year-old was quick to correct me 


when I referred to it as a greatest hits 





Fearing Frenzy | Bad news, ladies — Stephen Fearing is taken. At least, that's what the title of his CD The Man Who Married Music seems to suggest. PHOTO COURTESY OF TRUE NORTH RECORDS 


album — as he points out, a greatest 
hits album would necessitate hits 
He thinks of the disc as more of a 
marker than a rearview reflection on 
a career. 

“In order to make a record like this 
you have to be looking backwards in 
some detail,” Fearing says, “and it’s 
an odd feeling because I don't feel 
at all like I’m in that space of look- 
ing backwards. Originally [| wasn’t 
interested in being introspective or 
ooking backwards. I’m usually very 
busy but sometimes there is a big gap 
between a Rodeo Kings record or a 
solo record, For me it's a signpost, 
it's a turning of the page. You never 
know if you are continuing on the 
same as things were, but the desire 


to keep moving forward has never 





been stronger.” 
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Fearing’s music is an extension of 
that perspective. From shivery song 
like “Yellowjacket” to new tunes lil 
“The Big East West,” he is unusu 
ally attuned to his surroundings - 
and not just the natural world, but 
the political and financial sphere 
as well 

“The record industry now has bee: 
kicked to their knees and then kicked 
until they are on their back,” he say 
“And then along comes a global re 
cession ... they are so fucked. If eve: 
there was a time for artists to be sei 
ing the reins, it's now. It's yesterday 
and the day before yesterday. S: 
again, another time to mark some 
thing as the end of something and 
the beginning of something else. 

“The only model we have to con 
pare this to is the Great Depression 
and in the Great Depression th 
entertainment industry boomed 
Fearing continues. “Jukeboxes, ra 
dio, movie theatres — all these things 
grew. On the other hand, that wa 
before we had iPods.” 

In the end, Fearing knows that th« 
future of art lies in the hands of th« 
artists, not the companies selling it 
Musicians have always had the most 
to gain or lose personally from thei: 
work — and sometimes losses can 
stoke your creativity more than suc 
cess. “The impetus to create when 
you are in terrible trouble is some- 
times your only solace,” Fearing 
says. “It’s your only comfort, and a 
lot of people [in that situation] create 
wonderful things. I think that sorne 
times the intention to create is to 
change your lot in life as opposed to 
the intention to create something for 
[its own sake]. So when and if you 
succeed, that impetus is gone and the 
creativity falls apart.” 

And if all else fails, I've heard you 
can make a career out of creatively 
falling apart. Let's just hope Fearing 
never winds up in that position. 
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FIVE TIMES MORE TH BLUEGRASS STAR ALISON KRAUSS WON HER 26TH GRAMMY ON SUNDAY NIGHT, MAKING HER THE 4 MUS| 
ms THIRD MOST HONOURED RECORDING ARTIST IN GRAMMY HISTORY — AND ONE OF THE MOST IRRELEVANT! * s ss 
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“Something Is Squeezing My Skull”: “ 


Mope-rock 
MORRISSEY 
Years of Refusal 
(Polydor) 
KKKKS 
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i we have to have overex- 
posed, tabloid-ready pop 
stars in the world, then why 
| can’t more of them be like 
| Lily Allen, who has a wicked 
sense of humour, a candour 
that never crosses over into 
exhibitionism, and a bubbly 











| Folk is still exciting! I'm not 
saying that this is entirely 
because of Andre Ethier or 
the Blue Fog label's consis- 
tently excellent weird-roots 
releases, but Ethier's latest 
album, Born of Blue Fog, 

| proves that even as late as 




















On the cover of his new album Years of Refusal 
Male Morrissey is holding a baby. What's more, he 
actually looks like he’s enjoying it. But lest you think the forever-spurned lover 
has gone all soft and domestic onus, let us consult the roaring opening track, 

1 know by now you think | should have 
straightened myself out / Thank you, drop dead.” Or how about the first single, 
“I'm Throwing My Arms Around Paris,” where Moz flees to the Eiffel Tower 
because “only stone and steel accept my love"? Or the defiant closer, “I'm OK 
By Myself": “I don't need you / And | never have / No! / No! / No!” 


In fact, Years of Refusal is a bristling and alive recording on all fronts. Morris- 
sey's band is in superb form, but his crooning vocals and acidic self-depre- 
cation are, as usual, the real stars, “Skull” is a clear standout for all of these 
reasons, with rushing guitars and an ascending chorus that ends with an 
operatic flash on the top note 
On second thought, that baby looks kind of uncomfortable. Hey Moz, he’s not 


vin 
BUNDIES 


Though The Von Bondies 
hail from Detroit, the big 
ugly buckle at the centre 

of the Rust Belt, there are 
enough limey overtones to 
“Shut Your Mouth," off their 
new album Love Hate Then | 
Theres You that | swore 





DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 A.M 








a football. 
MICHAEL HINGSTON | 
. Saree : dl | 
MySpace pop Folk-rock Garage rock 
| LILY ALLEN ANDRE ETHIER | THE VON BONDIES SAT FEB 14. FRANCE VS SCOTLAND 8AM 
| [t's Not Me, It's You Born of Blue Fog Love Hate and Then WALES VS ENGLAND 10.30 AM 
| (eu) (Blue Fog) Theres You (Majordomo) SUNFEB15 {ITALY VS IRELAND 7.30 AM 
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| personality that practically 2009, folk-rock can still be Kaiser Chiefs frontman Ricky 

| spills over the edges of her | fresh and dynamic. Ethier Wilson had stepped in to 

| new disc It's Not Me, It's confirms it with skilled writ- | sing a few bars. The Bondies | 

| You, This one is as full of Ing and keys, strings, and } (who are still best known | 
funny couplets asher 2006 | sax that coat each song in for “C'mon C'mon,” the tune | 

| breakthrough Alright, Still stimulating sonic textures. | their 2004 release Pawn | 
~"I'mnota saint, 'mnota | “Easiest Game" starts | Shoppe Heart that serves | 
sinner / Everything's cool, as | softly and subtly, Ethier's as the theme song for Denis 
long as I'm getting thinner,” | flatcroonpunctuatedby | Leary’s TV show Rescue Me) | 

| she chirps on “The Fear" astringsectionand tenor | were spawned during the 
— and “Not Fair" shows sax blasts. Ethier may not same turn-of-the-century 

| she's still willing totakeher | be blessed with the most | garage-rock orgasm that 
boyfriends down a peg or musical voice but his bluesy | splattered out The White 
two for their failings in the sense of soul still carries | Stripes. And it would appear 
bedroom. But there are also | "Heaven Above You" and that the rivalry between the | 

| songs here like “Chinese” “Infant King” to a moving two band (Jack White as- 
and “Who'd Have Known,” victory. Ethier nails a more saulted Jason Stollsteimer 
two of the loveliest odes to | traditional folk sound on in 2003 at a CD release 
cozy, dull domesticity since | “BytheStables"and“The | party) has inspired solid MacEwan | School of 
“Tea for Two.” She even Only Wine! Crave,"as well | work from all involved. Love Communications 
gets away with addressing as more rollicking tracks like | Hate isa good listen with a 
a song to George W. Bush the unexpected “Cop Killer.” | solid pop-rock bite, thanks 
and calling it “Fuck You"— | BomofBlueFogisthe third | innosmall part to the 

| it'ssuch a jaunty, upbeat album by this ex-Deadly backup vocals from bassist 
sendoff toasmall-minded | Snakesmember, but given | Leann Banks. Sorry, though, 
era that even Dick Cheney the way Ethier invigorates Mr. Stollsteimer: I'll still take 
Might tap his toes along an often-stale genre, here's | The Stripes over The Bond- 
with it while he arranges for | hoping there's a lot more ies if I'm looking for that 
herphone tobe wiretapped. | to come. | gritty Detroit sound. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK MIKE DEANE ANDREW PAUL 
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LIVE MUSIC | 


THURSDAY 


IAN TYSON HORIZON STAGE, 315 JESPERSON AVE., SPRUCE 
GROVE Doors at 7 p.m. 


| BRIDE OF BINGO NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. 

HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, 11607 

| JASPER AVE. 

ILOVE 80S NEW CITY, 1008] JASPER AVE. Every Thu. 

| MADCHESTER LIKWID LOUNGE, 10081 JASPER AVE. Doors 
at9p.m. 

MIA FELLOW BUDDY’S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE, ~ 
5505 NNBTH AVE. 


COLOUR IN CONFLICT URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. 
With Random Falter. 

DEVIN & JOHN HULBERT', 7601 TISTH ST. Doors at 6 p.m. 
TOAST BROOKLYN LOUNGE, 9210 34TH AVE. With Mars 

and Venus. 


| FRIDAY 


BATTLE OF THE BANDS MEAD HALL, 10940 166 AST. 

With In The Midst Of A Murder, Insurgency, Vivisect, Corpse 

Vapour. Doors at 8 p.m. 

DEAD JESUS PAWN SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 1055] 82ND AVE. 

With Sonorous Odium, Fenirs Thirst and Hand of the 
Horsewitch. Doors at 9 p.m. 


CHRIS SMITHER ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE, 10819 71ST 
AVE. With Kat Danser. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: fmfcorg. 

CORT DELANO THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE- 

| HOUSE, 9351 TIBTHAVE. 

NATHAN TINKHAM BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624 76TH AVE. 
ONE4FIVES XWRECKS, 9303 50TH ST. With Slowburn. 
Doors at 8 p.m. 


DAVE GUNNING & STEPHEN FEARING THE ARDEN 

THEATRE, #5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

| RAKIN FAMILY JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455 87TH AVE. 
Doors at 8 p.m. 

STEPHEN FEARING THE ARDEN THEATRE, #5 ST. ANNE ST., 

ST. ALBERT Doors at 8 p.m. 


| 
CONNECTED FRIDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 

JASPER AVE. 

DANCEHALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730 107TH 

| AVE. Doors at 10 p.m. 

DJ ANARCHY ADAM NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. 

DJ DONOVAN NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 90TH AVE. 

DJ EDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY’S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 

DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242 106TH ST. Every Fri & Sat. 

FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM, #2687, WEM, 

8882 I70TH ST. 

HYPNOTIQ FRIDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, 11607 JASPER AVE. 

MANSION NEW CITY 1008] JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 

THE MOD CLUB HALO LOUNGE, BSMT., 10538 JASPER AVE. 


| USHER! NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 90TH AVE. 

DANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730 107TH 

| AVE Doors at 10 p.m. 

| THE MENACE SESSIONS BLACK D06, 10425 WHYTE AVE. 

| OH SNAP! TEMPLE, 10030 JO2ND ST. Degree & All Out DJs. 

| TIDAL WAVE STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND ST. Doors at 
Spm. 


9640 142ND ST. 
MARLEIGH & MUELLER HULBERT'S, 7601 ISTH ST. Doors 
at8pm. 


HARLEQUIN CENTURY CASINO, 13103 FORT RD. Doors at 
7pm. 
HECTOR FECTOR & WHISKER KISS HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 
151204 STONY PLAIN RD. With guests. Doors at 8 p.m. 
HOT PANDA PAWN SHOP. 2ND FLOOR, 10551 82ND AVE. CD 
release party with Rah Rah and The Whitsundays. 
THE RAULTS BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624 76TH AVE. 
STRIKER LIKWID LOUNGE, 10081 JASPER AVE. With Evil 
Survives and Assault. Doors at 9 p.m. 
SUPERBAND URBAN LOUNGEI0544 WHYTE AVE. 


SUNDAY 


HUNGRY HILL STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE, 7 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE Doors at 7 p.m. 

REGGAE SUNDAYS HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 A STONY 
PLAIN RD. With Souljah Fyah. Doors at 9 p.m. 

VACATION ON MARS BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. 


NEW MUSIC ALBERTA CONVOCATION HALL, UNIVERSITY 
OF ALBERTA, II3TH ST. & IST AVE. Maestro Jacek Rogala 
Conducts the Edmonton Chamber Players. Doors at 8 p.m. 
Info: www.kingsu.org. 

PRO CORO CANADA WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720 102ND AVE. 
Doors at 2 p.m. 





DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 
| House, progressive, trip-hop. 
FREQUENCY EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 2556 - 882 170TH 
ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 


DON BERNER DUO THE BLUE PEAR, 10643123 ST. 
JIM FINDLAY BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624 76TH AVE. 


DON JENKEN SECOND CUP, 12336 124TH ST. From 2-4 p.m. 
FUZZCAT WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS, 8120 101ST ST. 
PETRO POLUJIN CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY AVE. 
Doors at 5 p.m. 

PLATTERS CENTURY CASINO, 13103 FORT RD. Doors at 7 p.m. 
VALENTINE BLUES BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 WHYTE 
AVE. With The Rumble Strippers, Johnny 99, the Give'Em 
Hell Boys and Southern Pink. Doors at 7 p.m. 


MONDAY 


METAL MONDAYS LIKWID LOUNGE, 10081 JASPER AVE. 


COOL LATIN TUESDAYS FUNKY BUDDHA, 10341 WHYTE 


BRUCE AND LORI MOHACSY JEFFREY’S CAFE & WINE BAR, . 


| Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


| WEDNESDAY 


| SLOWBURN 47H & VINE WINE BAR, 11358 104TH AVE. Doors 
| at8pm. 


| 10765 JASPER AVE. 
| GUEST DJ RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 


| 1O2NDST. 





| AVE. FEBI6-21 


ANDREW WHITE AND ROSS DAMUDE LB’S PUB, #110, 23 
AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 


AVE. 
DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY’S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 
DJHOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE, 


THE PARKERS YARDBIRD SUITE, #11, TOMMY BANKS WAY 


VOX HUMANA BRIXX, 10030 102ND ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 


BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLLI'S, 201, 10368 WHYTE | 
AVE 
FLASHBACK WEDNESDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 


RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK D0G, 10425 WHYTE AVE. | 
WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 


JAZZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO, | 
1638 BOURBON STREET, WEM Hosted by Dave Babcock and 
his Jump Trio. | 
RHONDA WITHNELL TRIO COPPER POT, #101, 9707 TIOTH 
ST. Doors at 6 p.m. 





ARIANE MAHRYKE LEMIRE URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 
WHYTE AVE. 


ONGOING 


CARSON COLE BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. FEB 
I214 
MAURICE JOHN VAUGHN BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE | 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY 
TR. Every Thy 8 p.m., Fri& Sat 9 p.m. 

GRAHAM LAWRENCE JULIAN’S PIANO BAR, 11727 KING- 
SWAY AVE. FEB 12-14 Doors at 8 p.m. 

RED PIANO PLAYERS RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO, 1638 
BOURBON STREET, WEM Dueling piano show. 
VALENTINE’S LOVE WEEKEND MAYFIELD INN, 16615 





| 109TH AVE. FEB 13-15 With The Dino Dominelli Trio. 


BOBBY AUSTIN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB DOWNTOWN, 
10012 101A AVE. FEB 10-14 

BONAFIDEJET NIGHTCLUB, 922] 34TH AVE. FEB 13-14 
CHRISTINE HORNE TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE, FEB 13-14 Doors at 8:30 p.m. 

THE CLASSICS CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD. FEB 
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DWAYNE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES, CAPILANO MALL: 
FEB 12-13; SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN, 10012 101A AVE 
FEBI7-21 

JIMMY WHIFFEN SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM, FEB 10-14; 
ROSE & CROWN, #195, 10235 101ST ST. FEB 17-21 
MADISON DRIVE YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464 153RD ST. 


| FEBI3-16 
| STAN GALLANT SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB WEM, FEB 17-2) 


OPEN STAGE 


| THURSDAY 


LB’S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR., ST. ALBERT 9 p.m.-12:30 a.m 
OPEN JAM DUSTER'S PUB, 6402 11TH AVE. Doors at 9 p.m 


FRIDAY 


COAST TO COAST PUB 552 CALGARY TR. Doors at 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTEAVE. Afternoon jam. 
Doors at 4 p.m. 

CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 935] 18TH AVE. Music and 
poetry open mic. Doors at 7 p.m. 

COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors 
at9p.m. 

CROWN PUB 10709 109TH ST. Doors at 1:30 p.m. 

LB'S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR., ST. ALBERT Doors at 4:30 p.m, 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 10118 79TH ST. Doors at 7 p.m. 


SUNDAY 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402 IIBTH AVE. 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713 124TH ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704 124TH ST. 

LOOP LOUNGE 367 ST. ALBERT RD., ST. ALBERT, Doors at 
3p.m. 

NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL ACOUSTIC OPEN STAGE 6103 
OTH AVE. Doors at 3 p.m. 

O’BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 9 p.m 
SONGWRITERS STAGE HULBERT'S, 7601 115TH ST. 


MONDAY 


THE IVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY TR. Doors at 8 p.m. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860 57TH AVE. Acoustic fiddle 


| jam. Info: 474-5270. 
| ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE, 10111 117TH ST. Doors at 9p.m 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 10/ST ST. Doors at 
9:30 p.m. 


| TUESDAY 


THE DRUID 11606 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 


| LB'SPUB #110, 23 AKINS DR., ST. ALBERT 


SIDELINER’S PUB 11018 127TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE 8170 50TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


EDDIE SHORTS 10713 124TH ST. Open jam. 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120 A STONY PLAIN RD. Doors at 
730p.m. 


| HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704 124TH ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m 


LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE Info: www.littleflower. 
ca/780-429-3624, 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860 57TH AVE. 
Bluegrass jam. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

SECOND CUP 12336 124TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, I725B JASPER AVE BH 
ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK D0G, 10425 WHYTE AVE. CLOSE ATTENTION URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTEAVE. Fes, ee HIG RV EEAVE RGXSU Open rk 
| IMCK SEMPLEJEFFREY' CAFE A WINEBAR 9640 142HDST. | | FEB info: jjalbert{agmail.com, 
| TUESDAY | DUFFROBISON ATLANTIC TRAPAND GILL, 7704 O4THST. | 
FEBIL-4 


ANN VRIEND HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 A STONY PLAIN RD. | 
With Matt Epp & Brock Taylor. Doors at 8 p.m. 
AXIOMATIK HULBERT’S, 7601 115TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
EAMON MCGRATH AND THE WILD DOGS LIKWID | 
LOUNGE, 10061 JASPER AVE. With Dropping Out and The 
Gold Rush. Doors at 9 p.m. | 
LIGHT TRAVELS STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND ST. With 
Ursaminor and Bird Sang Song. Doors at 9 p.m. 

MY SISTER OCEAN URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTEAVE. 
With Portal, Flatlined and Fenix Foundation. 
SCOTT COOK FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO, 484 
RIVERBEND SQUARE Doors at 6 p.m. | 
SHAGBOTS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 12ND ST. With Noisy 
Colors and Hardy Drew & The Nancy Boys. Doors at 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY 


SPEED METAL DATING MEAD HALL, 10940 166 ST. With 
Necrobiosis and Gyibaaw. Doors at 8 p.m. 





GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


MORNING WOOD 
¢27/28.2.2009 


HAPPY VALENTINES SHINDIG FIDDLER'S ROOST, 8906 
99TH ST. Back Porch Swing and Patsy Amico & The Greggs. 
Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


ANDREA HOUSE MUTTART HALL, ALBERTA COLLEGE, 10050 
MACDONALD DR. Valentine's Day concert. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
ARION BAROQUE ORCHESTRA CONVOCATION HALL, U OF 
A, IISTHST. & SIST AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 

ARIOSE WOMEN’S CHOIR MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 
10025 101ST ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 

JOHN BOUTTE THE ARDEN, #5 ST. ANNEST., ST. ALBERT 
Doors at 7:30 p.m. 








nic/Cl 


DJHOT PHILLY RED STAR 10538 JASPER AVE. 
DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242 106TH ST. 


Celebrity Obit Club | Mike Soret of the briefly-reformed Molestics reads an alternate-universe Jimi Hendrix obituary from his autobiography Confessions of a Local Celebrity at New. 
ty. Though he mused aloud about any metaphysical purpose in doing the show, the music and banter lived up to the legends. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
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_ MOVIE REVIEW « INDIE TRIUMPH - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON 694 words 


66 IN HIS GRIEF, HE TRIES TO SHOOT HIMSELF 
IN THE HEART. HE COMES TO IN 
A HOSPITAL 10 DAYS LATER, DISAPPOINTED. 


Saying Little But Saying Everything 


THE EXQUISITE BALLAST 
DOESN'T NEED DIALOGUE TO 
PLUMB ITS CHARACTERS’ 
EMOTIONAL DEPTHS 





BALLAST 

Written and directed by Lance Hammer. Starring Micheal J. 
Smith, JimMyron Ross, Tarra Riggs, Metro Cinema (Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel). Fri, Sun-Tue, Feb. 13, 15-17. 

tok tb 





The main character in Ballast, 
writer/director Lance Hammer's ex- 
quisite debut film, is a burly, gently 
bearded man named Lawrence who 
doesn’t say a single word until the 
13-minute mark. His silence is par- 
ticularly jarring because this is a man 
who ought to have a lot to talk about. 
He has just discovered his identical 
twin brother dead from an overdose 
of pills in the house next door, and in 
his grief, tries but fails to shoot him- 
self in the heart. The bullet instead 
rips through his right lung, and he 
comes to in a hospital 10 days later, 
disappointed. 

But that’s just it: Lawrence (Mi- 
cheal J. Smith) has plenty to say, 
but nobody to say it to. The person 
he would normally confide in — the 
one genetically predisposed to un- 
derstand how he feels — is dead. His 
sister-in-law and nephew are beyond 
icy to him, since his brother aban- 
doned them years earlier to help him 
run their father’s old gas station. It 
takes a persistent neighbour several 
tries to get any response at all out of 
Lawrence, and by the time he agrees 
to have a steak cooked for him, that 
first utterance, a mumbled “Kay,” is 
momentous. It's the first hint that 
there's still a human somewhere in- 
side that wrecked body and psyche. 

Thankfully, Hammer has the good 
sense not to focus too much on Law- 
rence’s relationship with his brother, 


} a 


nat hoe 


Mr. Smith Goes To Hollywood | Untrained actor Micheal J. Smith gives a superb, largely silent performance in Lance Hammer's Ballast. PHOTO COURTESY OF IFC FILMS 


and he has no interest in anything 
like the supposedly mystic connec- 
tion between twins. What he is in- 
terested in, however, are all the big 
questions of humanity, the univer- 
sals, writ small and tenderly detailed: 
the crushing weight of poverty, how 
much we come to rely on our neigh- 
bours, and why love comes and goes 
according to its own mysterious 
whims. Ballast is set in anonymous 
small-town America (complete. with 
wonderful touches of local colour, 
like the redneck hospital nurses and 
omnipresent deer lawn ornaments), 
but it's a portal to anywhere and ev- 
erywhere. It captures the very ether 
of life, with all its disorder and slow- 
burning monotony. 

It's tempting to sum up the plot ina 


way that implies the snappy, falling- 
domino narrative rush that nudges 
along most films, but that would 
be doing this movie a fatal disser- 
vice. Things happen here, but only 
gradually, sloppily. Why does Law- 
rence’s nephew James (JimMyron 
Ross) show up at his house one day, 
brandishing a gun and demanding to 
see Lawrence's hospital scars? For 
a whole mess of reasons, probably, 
none of which are at all clear to the 
boy — he's just bored, confused, and 
angry. He too has nobody to confide 
in, but is only able to ask his uncle 
basic questions about his father, 
both men he has been convinced to 
hate, at gunpoint. James doesn’t even 
think to take Lawrence's money until 
he comes back a second time. 


It's an eerily quiet film too, with 
long rainutes of silence and rustling 
trees punctuated only by the occa 
sional buzz of James's motor scoot- 
er. 

Nobody in the cast is a trained ac- 
tor, and Hammer never worked from 
a set-in-stone script. Instead, using 
a method similar to Mike Leigh’s, 
they all workshopped and impro- 
vised around the material together, 
refining their interpretations of the 
rough story over a two-month pe- 
riod before filming. The result is a 
jaw-dropping realism that is comple 
mented by Hammer's ultra-crisp ed- 
iting and roaming, handheld camera, 
which never sacrifices style for fidel 
ity to his subject. He makes it look 
so effortless, in fact, that | wouldn't 





be surprised if he inspires a swath of 
imitators who simply alm a Camera 
at a sad person and turn it on. The 
visible absence of Hammer's directo: 
nial hand only emphasizes how big 
that hand really is. 

Seeing as it's the height of Oscar 
season, I can understand feeling 
some resistance to seeing yet an- 
other emotionally draining movie 
this month — particularly when it's 
also so cold and grey outside. And 
yet Ballast, while heavy, is far too 
nimble and off Hollywood's radar to 
get mixed up with that crowd. I don't 
mean that as some kneejerk, whole- 
sale rejection of mainstream cinema; 
it's more constructive criticism. At 
the very least, films like this deserve 
a spot or two in the multiplex. 

















Hanging On The Telephone | Best Actress Oscar nominee Angelina Jolie makes a few more offspring locating inguiesin 





Changeling. PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES 
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DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





JOLIE! 


Changeling 
CAST | Angelina Jolie, John Malkovich, Jeffrey 
Donovan, Denis O'Hare, Amy Ryan 


Suggested Changeling drinking game: do a 
shot every time Angelina Jolie says either, 
“That's not my son,” "Where's my son?!?” or 
"Give me back my son!” Actually, you'd bet- 
ter not — you'll be dead of alcohol poisoning 
before the film is even half over. Better to 
drink just until you're giddy, so that you can 
properly enjoy the scenes where Jolie plays a 
telephone operator who wears roller skates 
on the job, or to giggle whenever John Malk- 
ovich's character identifies himself as “Rever- 
end Gustav Briegleb,” 





JONES! 


Midnight Meat Train 
CAST | Bradley Cooper, Leslie Bibb, Brooke 
Shields, Vinnie Jones 


ls there a more intimidating presence in 
movies today than British ex-footballer 
Vinnie Jones? As Anthony Lane once noted 
in The New Yorker, the man has a face that 
you could strap to the front of a truck and 
use it to clear snow. In this adaptation of a 
Clive Barker short story by stylish Japanese 
director Ryuhei Kitamura (Versus), he plays a 
mysterious, possibly supernatural figure who 
spends his nights committing grisly murders 
in New York subway cars. Warning to squea- 
mish viewers: meathooks are involved. 





JEHOVAH! 


Religulous 
FEATURING | Bill Maher, Pastor Jeremiah 
Cummings, Francis Collins, Jesus Christ 


Bill Maher's documentary takes a skeptical 
look at the world's more peculiar manifesta- 
tions of Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. He 
doesn't get the Pope interview that he hoped 
for, but he does meet up with various ethi- 
cally challenged preachers, underinformed 
creationists, and a pro-terrorist Muslim 
tap star. The film wastes too much time on 





on screen 











“A SHOPPING BAG FULL 
OF LAUGHS!” 


Rosey Edeh, ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT CANADA 








“Isla Fisher is 
irresistible, 
in her most charming 
role yet.” 


Teri Hart, THE MOVIE NETWORK 











Fol. StH Eg 
JERRY BALCKHEDMER rasan 


CONFESSIONS OF A 


SHOPAHOLIC 


TOUCHSTONE PICTURES wo JERRY BRUCKHEIMER FILS se « HOCAN raw 
“CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC" BLA FISHER HUGH DANCY JOAN CUSICK JOHN GOODMAN 
JORNLITHGOW KRSTINSCOTT THOMAS LESUE BBB sauMEKATHY NELSON 
F “ELAMES NEWTON HOWARD ‘A MIKE STENSON CHAD ONAN RON BOCMAN’ "JERRY BRLCKHEIMER 
: ‘ASGE OONFESSIONS OF | SHOPAHOLIC SHOPAROLC TAKES MANTLATTAN w SOPHIE KINSELLA 
STRAY CASON oo TM FIRTH ae KAYLA ALPERT "PL HOGAN 


PG oem 


‘Duchesnne 
eer GE res Paes 


R 




















24 + February 12 - February 18, 2009 - see magazine - edmonton 


| MOVIE PREVIEW - SO BAD IT’S GOOD - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 695 words 


This Movie Stinks On Ice 


Tosether they reached for the impossible. 


| BUT TURKEY SHOOT HOSTS 


DAVE CLARKE AND JEFF PAGE 
THINK YOU'LL ENJOY SEEING 


| IGE CASTLES ANYWAY 





TURKEY SHOOT: ICE CASTLES 

Presented by Dave Clarke and Jeff Page. Directed by Donald 
Wrye. Starring Robby Benson, Lynn-Holly Johnson, and 
Colleen Dewhurst. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). 
Wed, Feb 18 (8pm). 





Most nights, Metro Cinema brings 
Edmontonians a loving selection of 
the weird and wonderful films that 
for one reason or another never make 


| it to our regular theatres. But for one 
| night each month, it's home to the 
| Turkey Shoot, where Dave Clarke 
| and Jeff Page take it upon them- 


selves to show some of the worst 
movies ever made — and to point 


the idea for this kind of show? 

Dave Clarke: There’s a TV show, 
Mystery Science Theater 3000, a 
very popular, famous show [which 
also played old movies while char- 
acters heckled them] — but I claim 
I had the idea before them 
sticking to it! The fact that I didn't 
do anything about it and ‘didn’t 
tell anyone doesn't matter. Turkey 
Shoot is differentiated from MST, 
though, by being a theatre show. It's 


I'm 


very live. 

Jeff Page: I also think the type of 
films are very different. MST would 
take films that came from a real 
camp era, the ’50s. The whole idea 


behind Turkey Shoot is trying to do 
films that think they’re good. 

DC: No, they are good! 

SEE: How did you get involved, 


film called Ice Castles. What can yo 
tell me about it? 
JP: Lynn-Holly Johnson plays 


figure skater who becomes super-| 


famous, and goes blind in a freak} 


accident. 

SEE: What is the accident? 

DC: | don't think I want to tell yo 
that. You have to see it, because 
is a freak accident. It could happen 
though! At any moment! 

JP: So she's disheartened, and she 
going to quit figure skating. But ther 
her hockey-playing boyfriend, playec 
by Robby Benson, who was the Zac 
Efron of the '70s, but without — and 
this is going to sound hilarious 
without Zac Efron’s edge. 

DC: You need to know about Robby 
Benson. He was so huge for a period 
of about six years. He was in a lot « 
he-dies-you-cry films. He's a bit of a 
cartoon: huge eyes, enormous teet! 
enormous mouth. 





JP: He's the caricature of Donny 


Osmond. 

DC: This is the last romantic 
role he took. He then made a filn 
where he played a Mexican, whic! 
he wrote, directed, and did the scor: 
for. Can you say “hubris”? The Brit 
ish title was Gang! Immediately 
after he played a Native American 
in Running Brave. Then he had a 
huge comeback in the ‘90s with 
Beauty and the Beast, as the voice 
of Beast. 

JP: So he teams up with [Johnson| 
to get her figure skating back on 
track. 

DC: Without letting the world 


know she’s blind. See, it’s not a ro- | 


mantic comedy — it’s a romantic dra- 
ma. And boy, is it dramatic, because 


they break up as well. Are they going | 


to get back together? Will she get to 
figure skate at the Olympics without 
the world finding out she’s blind? 
SEE: What movies do you have 
planned for the coming months? 
JP: The next one is On Deadly 





out exactly what's wrong with them 
while they're screening. Onstage, the 
two play slightly tweaked versions 
of themselves: Clarke the un-ironic 
champion of these movies, and Page 
the exasperated everyman, continu- 
ally shocked at the junk Clarke keeps 
tricking him into watching. 

And, lo and behold, it was precisely 
those characters who showed up for 
our interview. 


SEE Magazine: Where did you get 


Jeff? 

JP: 1 came in last year when we 
did Battlefield Earth. Dave had con- 
vinced me that it was actually a tale 
of oppression, a tale that had racist 
overtones, that was about dangerous 
ambition — I thought it was going to 
be almost Shakespearean. 

DC: It is about that! 

JP: And I came in, and it was a 
piece of crap. 

DC: Oh, come on. 

SEE: This month’s show is a 1978 


Ground, 

DC: We call it Steven Seagal’s An 
Inconvenient Truth. It's his eco-film, 
and the last film they let him direct. 

JP: Then Exorcist II: The Heretic, 
and then Top Gun, which I think 
will be controversial because a lot 
of people think it’s superb. And then 
we're going to have a Christmas in 
June by doing one of the crap Christ- 
mas movies that have been filmed in 
Edmonton. There have been quite 
a few. 
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AND YET SHE STILL ISN'T ALLOWED TO SEE R-RATED MOVIES A 2005 ARTICLE IN ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY CALLED 





MOVIEREVIEW - SUPERPOWERS - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK {791 words 


Nudge Not, 
Lest Ye Be Nudged 


E 1 ! N) 
We Could Be Heroes, Just For One Day | Chris Evans and Dakota Fanning develop low-tech psychic powers in Push. PI 


PSYCHIC POWERS ARE MORE 
ACURSE THAN A BLESSING FOR 
THE FUGITIVE HEROES 

OF PUSH 





PUSH 

Directed by Paul McGuigan. Starring Dakota Fanning, Chris 
Evans, Djimon Hounsou, Camilla Belle. Now playing. 

Ka TY 





Is there some Jungian undertow 
in the imagination of Hollywood 
that 
movie about people with superpow- 


screenwriters causes every 
ers to climax with the heroes facing 
off against the villains and getting re- 
peatedly hurled against the wall? No 
matter if they’re brooding vampires 
(Twilight), supermuscular mutants 
(The Incredible Hulk), or human 
beings with amazing psychic pow- 
ers (the new thriller Push), they all 
wind up settling their differences in 
exactly the same way: throwing each 
other against the wall hard enough 
to make the building buckle and the 
ceiling crumble but not hard enough 





everybody in Push has some unusual 
ability, some can move objects with 
your mind, some can cloak people or 
objects so that other people can't see 
them, some can tell you everything 
you've done over the last few weeks 
mierely by smelling one of your pos- 
loud 


enough to make your head explode, 


sessions, some can scream 
and some can do Obi-Wan Kenobi’s 
“these are not the droids you're look- 
ing for” trick just by wiggling their 
eyeballs and making their eyes go all 
black. Push is getting compared to 
things like X-Men and Heroes, but 
its real antecedent, it seems to me, 
is Stephen King’s Firestarter, which 
employs the same dramatic triangle 
of young girl who's barely begun to 
tap her potential power/flawed older 
protector/sinister ethnic dude work- 
ing for evil organization: (He's played 
by Djimon Hounsou, essentially re- 
prising his implacable-enforcer role 
from The Island.) 

Push at least has an original look; 
where most movies of this type fa- 


based on people's behaviour. At one 
point, Hounsou is in a position to kill 
Fanning, but decides not to because 
as he explains, he likes the way the 
future currently stands, so why jeop- 
ardize that by shooting her and in- 
troducing a new variable? 

But those touches aren't enough to 
disguise the routine story at the heart 
of Push — another bunch of misfits 


on the run from evil guys in suits. It 


always comes down to that, doesn't 


it? Some McGuffin or other in one of 
those suitcases with the foam inside 
Screenwriter David Bourla spends a 
lot of time trying to wow us with all 
the characters’ kooky psychic abili- 
ties, but there's no human story here, 
no emotional stakes, that would re- 
ally tickle our imaginations. ay 
If anyone remembers Push 10 
years from now, it may be as a key 
transitional film in Dakota Fanning's 
career. She was maybe 12 or 13 when 
she made Push, and she spends the 
entire film wearing tall boots and an 
alarmingly short skirt, and while the 








to break anybody’s bones. Push tries 
to introduce a bit of visual flair into 
its climactic hurl-off by staging it in 
4 construction site where the tiles 
on the wall explode into colourful 
clouds of smoke whenever one of the 
combatants smashes into them — but 
there's nothing interesting at stake in 
the fight, just possession of a syringe 
that will ... 

Well, the movie is a little hazy on 
why the syringe is so important, or 
what will happen to you if you inject 
yourself with it, or exactly how find- 
ing it will bring the bad guys down, as 
the young clairvoyant heroine Cassie 
(Dakota Fanning) claims it will. 

Cassie is one of apparently dozens 
of humans who have been born with 
amazing psychic talents. Practically 


vour that crisp, slate-blue cinema- 
tography that blends in so well with 
the CGI effects they add during post- 
production, Push has a grimy, slight- 
ly oversaturated yellow look. It’s 
set in Hong Kong, and the camera 
spends a lot of time peering through 
the grimy, smudgy windows of res- 
taurants and markets — it may be 
the first comic-book movie whose vi- 
sual style was influenced by Chung- 
king Express. 

The film also handles the clairvoy- 
ance angle in a way I don't think I’ve 
ever quite seen before. Cassie (and a 
couple of the other characters) can 
see the future, but as she explains, it 
can be tricky to know how to use that 
information since the future keeps 
changing from moment to moment 
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film doesn’t sexualize her exactly, the 
audience I saw Push with was palpa- 
bly uneasy at how much thigh she 
was showing. Fanning even does a 
drunk scene, at the end of which she 
flops sideways onto a chair, her legs 
apart, and you're so freaked out at 
what seems like a very real possibil- 
ity of seeing up her skirt that you can 
barely concentrate on anything else 
the other actors are saying. 
Fanning’s clearly a talented actress 
who has a lot more going for her than 
mere cute-kid precociousness. She'll 
probably also be a very lovely young 
women in a few years. Meanwhile, 
in Push, you can see her straining 
at the reins of her youth, practically 
screaming for the day to come when 
she can finally play grownup roles. 
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= DAKOTA FANNING, THEN JUST 1] YEARS OLD, “THE MOST POWERFUL ACTRESS IN HOLLYWOOD.” 


The Heedab 


7 - 82 Ave 


the Wrestler 


Nightly 

7;00em & 9:10PM 
Sat + Sun + Mon 
matinees at 2:00em 
RATED 144 


COARSE LANGUAGE * NUDITY 
‘SEXUAL CONTEKT 


Nightly 6:50em 
Sat + Sun » Mon 
matinees at 1:00em 
RATED PG 

COARSE LANGUAGE 


The Reader 


Nightly 9:20pm 
Sat * Sun * Mon 
matinees at 3:30PM 
RATED 184 

‘SEXUAL CONTENT 


Visit us online @ magiclanterntheotres.ca 
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TICKETS: $8 ADVANCE MEMBERS/ $10 ADVANCE/ 
$12 AT THE DOOR. THIS EVENT IS 18. 


Bachelor of Child 
~. and Youth Care 


*s Prepare for a rewarding career 
~~ helping at-risk youth and their 
families manage emotional and 
behavioural problems. 






With diploma and degree options, 
_ full-time or part-time studies, you 

» can choose your own path - and 

reach your full potential. 








INFORMATION SESSION 


Wednesday, February 18", 6:30 pm 
Room 208, South Campus 
» (7319 - 29 Avenue) 






"Call 497-4646 or 
: visit www.MacEwan.ca/cyc 


Make a difference. 
_ Build relationships that change lives. 


ae think MacEwan 
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| ONLINE MOVIES WEALTH HAZARDS | 433 words 


au kers, 


twice 





Formal. 
Business 
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| : | ISASUPERRICH CABAL 
Casual | SECRETLY CONTROLLING THE 
| | WORLD ECONOMY? THE MONEY 
| Accessories 





| | MASTERS ARGUES YES! 


| With the advent of the internet, do-it- 
yourself filmmaking has experienced 


RES 
| ii 

| Dress te = 
| 


BOUTIQUE 


| a renaissance. And with every Tom, 
Richard and Harriet posting their 
films online, a much-needed democ- 





Hours: Tues—Sat 10 am—6 pm 
Closed Sun & Mon 


Jasper Avenue 
780.482.1154 


ratization of information has begun 





Arguably, the majority of what you 
can see in movie theatre these days 
is stuff you can live without. But 
it's our new online access to what 


12034 FORT ROAD ¢ 780.472.0610 
come check out our weekly specials 


. be allowed to see 
BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE 


you “shouldn't” 
that makes the powers that be want 
to shut down or limit our access to 
transformative information. 
Director Bill Still’s The Money 
Masters is a no-budget documen- 
tary made in 1996 on the eve of the 


Kara-Lot 


second hand store 


American election. It consists of 
| talking heads, still photos, text with 
overriding narration, bad sound - all 
the hallmarks of Grade Z filmmak- 


ing — and as such, stood little or no 


FREE STUFF 
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} UNIVERSAL MUSIC CANADA 


e-mail one of these answers to win@see.greatwest.ca 
| by MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2009 


ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A COPY OF 
THORNLEY’S ateum TINY PICTURES. 
| AVAILABLE IN STORES AND ONLINE Now! 


++ For full contest details go to seemagazine.com 


THORNLEY TINY PICTURES 

















| Whoever Has 
‘The Gold Makes 
The Rules 


chance of ever reaching a wide aud 
ence. The irony that this 12-year-old 
film is now the most relevant and i: 
portant account of the current (and 
future) financial meltdown around 
and that some forces are actively try 
ing to suppress its expansion into the 
public cons¢iousness — is one of the 
great unknown news stories of today 
(Better to blog incessantly about The 
Dark Knight, | suppose, than wale 
up and learn how the collective ca 
break free from the chains of a debi 
based society.) 

The Money Masters is a docume: 
tary about the history of money. Spx 
cifically, it targets the U.S. Feder 
Reserve and the Bank of England 
(both privately owned banks) and 
describes in telling detail how thes: 
organizations have profited throug! 
out history from the creation of a1 
tificially induced booms and bust 
Still gives remarkably specific wart 


ings about what was then the fort! 

coming meltdown of the financia 
system, predicts when future booms 
and busts will occur, and explains 
how the superrich use the expan 
sion and contraction of the economy 
to shift wealth from the numerous 
(middle class) to the “chosen” (not 
you or me), And when it comes t 
predicting how, why, when this melt 
down will occur, The Money Master: 
is frighteningly accurate. 

Everything you ever needed to 
know about the Rothschilds, the 
Rockefellers, the looting of the gold 
at Fort Knox, J.P. Morgan and the 
crashes of 1907 and 1929 is all here 
For fans of the New World Order, de 
tailed histories of the IMF, the World 
Bank, and the Bank of International 
Settlements are here too. 

I have no doubt that plenty of de 
bunkers will emerge to cry “con- 
spiracy” with this film. Fine. But it 
is interesting to note that a day after 
doing some rudimentary Wikipe- 
dia research on The Money Mas 
ters for this article, a day later, the 
page had been mysteriously deleted 
Wonder why? 
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MOVIEGUIDE 


another bunch of Crystal Lake campers in Friday the 13th. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF NEW LINE CINEMA 


OPENING THIS WEEK 
BALLAST 
Micheal J. Smith Sr., JimMyron Ross, and Tarra 
4 Riggs star in writer/director Lance Hammer's 
austere film, shot with a non-professional 
cast in the Mississippi Delta, about a strug- 
gling single mother who moves with her 
" 12-year-old son into an emotionally fraught 
new home. Metro Cinema: Fri, Sun-Tue, Feb 
13, 15-17 @ 7 & 9pm) 


CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 

sla Fisher, Hugh Dancy, Joan Cusack, John 
_ Lithgow, and John Goodman star in My Best 
_ Friend's Wedding director PJ. Hogan's adap- 

tation of Sophie Kinsella’s chick-lit bestseller 

about a spendthrift clotheshorse who falls 
for a wealthy (and much more financially 

responsible) entrepreneur. 


FRIDAY THE 13TH 
Jared Padalecki, Danielle Panabaker, Aman- 
_ da Righetti, and Aaron Yoo star in The Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre (2003) director Marcus 
Nispel’s reboot of the seemingly unstoppable 
horror franchise, in which a new crop of horny 
teenagers falls victim to Jason Voorhees’ ax 
during a trip to Camp Crystal Lake, 


ICE CASTLES 

Local actors Dave Clarke and Jeff Page per- 
form an acerbic live commentary to the 1978 
weepie starring Lynn-Holly Johnson as a 
blind figure skater and Robby Benson as the 
boy who helps her realize her dreams. Metro 
Cinema: Wed, Feb 18 (8pm) 


THE INTERNATIONAL 

Clive Owen, Naomi Watts, Armin Mueller- 
Stahl, and Ulrike Thomsen star in Run Lola 
Run director Tom Tykwer's thriller about an 
Interpol agent and a Manhattan district at- 
torney whose attempt to bring down an evil, 
ultra-powerful bank makes them targets for 
elimination, 


ALSO PLAYING 


THE CLASS 

Laurent. Cantet's portrait of a. year in the 
life of a Parisian schoolroom is a miraculous 
achievement, containing the rich charac- 
‘teations and thematic depths of great 


drama, but the fly-on-the-wall naturalism of 
adocumentary. Unm 


kkk 


CORALINE 
Henry Selick's adaptation of Neil Gaiman's 
children’s fantasy about 
discovers a tunnel into 


ored girl who 
luctive alternate 
feality is an instant funny, 
meticulously crafted, and filled with ir 
haustible wit and imagination. A movie to 
treasure 
otto 


ic — creep 


HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 
Somewhat-better-than-it looks romantic 
comedy whose cast of cuties includes Jenni- 
fer Aniston, Scarlett Johansson, Justin Long, 
and star-in-the-making Ginnifer Goodwin 
Approach this one like a blind date: keep 
your expectations low, and you might be 
pleasantly surprised 

kok 


PAUL BLART: MALL COP 

Not funny enough to recommend, but too in- 
offensive and genial to hate. If you're looking 
for an okay time-waster fora slushy January 
afternoon, this Adam Sandler-produced riff 
on Die Hard featuring a blubbery, Segway- 
riding security guard instead of a badass off- 
duty policeman gets the job done 
wk 


THE PINK PANTHER 2 

Look, we're probably never going to get back 
the classic Steve Martin-of The Jerk and The 
Man With Two Brains. We're just going to 
have to settle for the occasional glimmers of 
comic inspiration we get in the best slapstick 
stretches of The Pink Panther 2. Deal with it. 
KK 


TAKEN 

Some people have their children kidnapped 
and spend the entire movie crying — we're 
looking at you, Changeling lady. Others, 
like Liam Neeson, fly to Paris, blow up a 
few warehouses, and empty a few guns | 
into people's heads. We prefer the Neeson | 
approach. 
Kk yr 


UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE LYCANS 

Sure, it's amusing to see Frost/Nixon’s boy- 
ish Michael Sheen playing a hunky, rebellious 
werewolf, but the conviction with which he | 
throws himself into his role provides this dull | 
prequel to the Underworld franchise with its | 


only moments of excitement. | 


wry 


THE UNINVITED 

Ho-hum horror for the PG-13 set. See how 
long it takes you to predict the final plot 
twist! 

kay 


THE WRESTLER 

Mickey Rourke is an aging former wrestling 
star, now reduced to minimum-wage drudg- 
ery at a supermarket, but still clinging to the 


~ last shreds of his former glory. Rourke is just 


magnificent: brutal, vulnerable, -monstrous, 
heartbreaking... no one adjective does him 
justice. 

b.2.0.9.8.9 
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MACEWAN 


Attend an information session! 
Feb. 24° 7/pm * Room 296 
10045 - 156 Street) Edmonton 
no pre-registration| required 


For more info: 780.497.4408 
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PART-TIME. - 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 








Ballast Aforethought | Many altemative citics greeted 
Lance Hammer's eamest neorealist drama with more exaspera- 
tion than excitement. PHOTO COURTESY OF FCAILMS 


THIS WEEK: IS BALLAST 
TOO DAMN UNCOMMERCIAL 
FOR ITS OWN GOOD? 


Armond White, New York Press | “Ballast is de- 
signed to provoke bourgeois moviegoers’ pity. 
Director/writer Lance Hammer shows a black 
Mississippi family torn apart by a double sui- 
cide attempt, drugs, and alienation. But you 
have to see through these ludicrous black 
phantoms to the actual white middle-class 
fantasies at the film's core. Ballast’s totally 
humourless family saga won't appeal to 
the Hollywoodized black audience — they 
want drama! It’s simply another calling-card 
movie establishing the director's credentials. 
This stuff has been going on since Rea- 
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8712- 109 STREET © 433-0728 


‘SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
Nighy 6-50, 9:25; Sat Sun & Mon mafinees 2:00. Vielence. 





__ 10337 - 82 AVENUE © 433-0728 





THE WRESTLER 
Nightly 7:00, 9:10; Sat Son & Mon motinees 2:00. 
Sexual content, coarse language. 





THE CLASS 
Nighy 6-50; Sat Sun & Mon matinees 1:00. Coase language. 





THE READER 
Nightly 9:20; Sat Sun & Mon mafinees 3:30. Sexual content. 


PARKLAND 
__205 Main Street, Spruce Grove © 962-2332 





Nightly 6:50, 9:00; matinees Sat Sun Mon & ues 12:55, 3:30, 
FRIDAY THE 13TH 

Nightly 7:15, 9:30; motinees Sat Sun Mon & Tuas 12:45, 3:05 
Gory scenes, sere content 
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HES JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU PG 


Nighy 6:45, %-20; mafinees Sot Son Mon & Toes 12:50, 3:25; Moves 
for Mommies Fi 3:25. Coase longoge, senuc conten. 


GRAN TORINO 
Nightly 9:25. Language may offend. 


3 Se 
Scotiabank. 


PAUL BLART MALL COP 
Nightly 7:00, 9:25; matinee Sot/Sun 1:00, 3:25. 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 
3840-56, Wetaskiwin © 352-3922 
HOTEL FOR DOGS 
Matinee Sat & Sun 1:05. 
TAKEN 
Nightly 7:05, 9:15; matinees Sat & Sun 1:05, 3:15. Violence. 
THE PINK PANTHER 2 
Nightly 7:10, 9:20; matinee Sat & Sun 1:10, 3:20. 


HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU ?G 
Nightly 6:50, 9:30; mofinee Sot & Sun 12:50, 3:30, 

Coarse language, sexual content. 

FRIDAY THE 13TH 18A 
Nightly 7:00, 9:25; matine Sot & Sun 3:25. Gory scenes, sexual content. 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


1525 99 Street © 436-8585 
THE INTERNATIONAL 
fs 12:35, 345, 7:10, 1010. Vole 
CONFESSIONS OF AN SHOPAHOLIC PG 
Fre Sat, MonrTues 1:25, 3:40, 6:45, 9:30; Sun 1:25, 3:45, 6:45, 9:40; 
Wed 1:24, 3:40, 6:55, 9:45; Thurs 3:40, 6:55, 9:30; Stor & Strollers 
Scooenieg Wars 1200. Ha passes 
FRIDAY THE 13TH 18A 
Fri, SuThurs 12:10, “40, 5:00, 8:00, 10:30; Sat 12:10, 2:40, 4:55, 
8:00, 10:30. Semal content, gory scenes. Ho passes. 
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gan (Straight Out of Brooklyn) and Clinton 
(Fresh). African-American life is imprisoned 
by the art fallacies of Indie filmmaking, con- 
trolled by white liberal condescension. Even 
Barack Obama would be sick of it.” 


Andrew O’Hehir, Salon | “My misgivings about 
Ballast may not exactly be misgivings, but 
something more like an explanation. It rep- 
resents the apotheosis of a certain neorealist 
and/or quasi-documentary trend in Ameri- 
can independent movies, fuelled (| think) by 
the influence of Belgium's Dardenne broth- 
ers, the recent rereleases of Charles Burnett's 
Killer of Sheep and Kent Mackenzie's The 
Exiles, and the last 20 years or so of Iranian 
cinema. To state what is painfully obvious, 


these may be things that cave-dwelling 
film aficionados know about, but they are 
not things the general public knows about. 
| know, | know — it's crass and dunderhead- 
ed to mention money, and none of those 
guys was under the impression that he was 
making the next Bond or Batman film. But 
movies are a business, people, and absent 
the invention of some yet-to-be-perfected 
digital distribution platform that actually 
generates a little money, this little neoreal- 
ist wave of American cinema is about to 
strangle itself in the cradle. Even at Sun- 
dance, you could detect a difference: while 
movie-steeped insiders raved over Ballast, 
ordinary festivalgoers watched it in polite 
mystification.” 





Noel Murray, The Onion AV Club | “Festivals ang 
arthouses are jammed with style-poor mov 
ies about dysfunctional families and vaguely 
disaffected youngsters, all of whom seem to 
have strange hobbies, horrible fashion sense 
anda knack for talking only when they have 
something nonsensical and/or pithy to say 
So given the competition, it's easy to cling 
fast to a film like Ballast, which is all about 
atmospheric mood-spinning, and clearly as 
Pires to a higher form of art. But though Ba- 
last has more in common with the austere 
foreign cinema of the Dardennes brothers 
than it does with Juno, Little Miss Sunshine 
or Napoleon Dynamite, Hammer's small- 
town wallow is itself a kind of arthouse 
cliche.” 





Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
with IMAX' 


SHOWTIMES FEBRUARY 12-18, 2009 


CONCESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 
FrTues, Thurs 1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 9:45; Wed 1:00, 4:20, 7:10, 9:45. ‘ 


pases. 


CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPHOLIC 
Fri, TuesThurs 4:10, 7:00, 9:35; SatMon 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:35. ee 
passes. 


MARLEY & ME 
FreSat 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35, 12:00; Sun Thurs 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 
9:35. 





FRIDAY THE 13TH 18A 
FreThus 12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 7:40, 10:10. Sexual content, gory scenes. Ho 
passes. 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
Fri, Tues Thurs 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; SatMon 1:00, 3:50, 6:50, 9:25 
Violence, 


VALIYRIE 
FreSot 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 9:25, 11:55; Sun-Thurs 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 
9:25. Violence, coarse language. 





HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU °G 
FieThus 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:50. Corse languge, sual content 
THE PINK PANTHER 2 

FreThus 1:20, 3:45, 6:45, 9:00 

CORALINE 3D 

FieThus 12:15, 2:50, 5:20, 7:50, 10:15. 

Frightening scenes, not recommended for young children, 

PUSH 

FreThus 1:40, 430, 7:20, 10:40. Violence. 

TAKEN 

Frits 12:30, 3:00, :30, 8:00, 10:30. Violence. 

THE UNINVITED 

FieThus 1:50, 415, 8:10, 10:35. Frightening scenes. 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE LYCANS 

FreThurs 2:00, 4:50, 7:35, 10:20. Gory scenes, — 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP 

friThus 12:20, 2:40, :10, 7:30, 9:5. 

HOTEL FOR DOGS 

FrtThus 12-00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:05. 


























FRIDAY THE 13TH 18A 
Fri, Tues‘Thurs 4:50, 7:25, 9:50; SakMon 2:00, 4:50, 7:25, 9:50. Sexual 
content, gory scenes. 
WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 
11] AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE VA 
Fi, Tues Thus 7:05, 9:50; SotMan 1:00, 4:00, 7:05, 9:50. Vilence 


THE INTERNATIONAL MA 
Fri, Tues-Thurs 7:15, 10:00; SatMon 1:10, 4:10, 7:15, 10:00. Violence. 
‘MILK A 
Fri, Tues-Thurs 6:30; Sot-Mon 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. Coarse language. 


REVOLUTIONARY ROAD 
friThus 9:30, Coase language, mone themes 


THE READER 
Fri, Tues-Thurs 6:45, 9:40; Satihion 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:40. 
Sexval content, 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST EDMONTON MALL © 8882-170 STREET © 444-2400 
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18A 





THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON 
FreThurs 9:20. Not recommended for young children, coarse languoge. 





TAKEN 
Aight 7:05, 9-10; motes Sat Son Man & Toes 1:10, 3:15. Vilence 


BILLU BARBER (HINDU W/E.S.T.) STC 
FreThrus 12:40, 3:30, 6:50, 9:40. 


GRAN TORINO 
FreThurs 1:00, 3:50, 7:00, 10:0. Language may offend. 





HOTEL FOR DOGS 
Matinees Sat Sun Mon & Tues 1:05 


HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU PG 
Fehrs 12:20, 3:50, 7-00, 10:15. Coors lnguoge, sen! content 





PAUL BLART: MALL COP 
Nightly 7:10, 9:15; matinees Sat Sun Mon & Tues 3:10. 





PINK PANTHER 2 
Nay 65,905; mies St Son Han & es 0, 3:0 





Nightly 7:00; matinees Sot Sun Mon & Tues 1:15, 3:20. 
Frightening scenes, not recommended for young children. 


9826-101A AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 4259212 


STC 


Fri Sun Mon & Tues 7:00 & 9-00. 





TURKEY SHOOT: ICE CASTLES STC 


Wed 8:00. 


FAVA’S 16MM FILM CLASS SCREENING 
Ths 7:00 





GRANDIN THEATRE 


GRANDIN MALL, Siz WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT © 458-9872 
14A 





THE INTERNATIONAL 
Daily 1:00, 3:00, 4:50, 6:40. No passes. 


sc 





HOTEL FOR DOGS 2% 


Daly 1:15, 3:10, 5:15. 





GRAN TORINO 
Daily 7:15, 9:35, Language may offend. 
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PAUL BLART: MALL COP 
Daily 12:35, 2:20, 4:05, 5:50, 7:40, 9:25. 





HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 
Daily 1-30, 4:20, 7:00, 9:20. Coorse language, semua content. 





PIM PANTHER 2 
Daily 1:10, 3:05, 5:00, 6:50, &45. 


4702-50 St. Leduc © 986-2728 





HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU °G 


Naghtly 6:50, 9:30; matinee Sat/Sun 12:50, 3:30. 





THE PINK PANTHER 2 PG 


Nig 7:10, $20; matinee Sat/Sun 1:10, 3:20. 





FRIDAY THE 13TH 


18a 
Nightly 7:05, 9:25; matinee Sat/Sun 1:00, 3:25. Gory scenes, sexual com 
tent 





THE PINK PANTHER 2 PG 
Fri, Sun 11:50, 2:15, 4:45, 7-20, 10:30; Sot 11:50, 2:10, 4:45, 7:20, 
10:30; Mon-Wed 1:40, 4:25, 7:20, 10:30; Thurs 4:25, 7:20, 10:30; Star 
& Strollers Screening Thurs 1:00. s 

CORALINE 3D PG 
FreThurs 12:00, 2:25, 4:50, 7:20, 9-50. Frightening scenes, not 
‘recommended for young children. 





SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
Fri-Thues 1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 9:30. Violence. 


CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 


30 FLOOR PASE H, 101 st. & 102 AVE. 421-7020 
FRIDAY THE 13TH 

Frethus 1:15, 4:00, 7:10, 9:50. Seal conten, gory scenes. 
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 

FtThurs 1:10, 3:50, 7:00, 9:40. No passes. é 





18A 








PUSH 
FreThus 1:10, 4:30, 7:40, 10.00. Vlence. 


HE'S JUST NOT INTO YOU PG 
FréThus 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30. Coose angooge, sexual content. 





TAKEN 
Fitts 1245, 4:15, 6:40, 9:15. Vilece 


TAKEN 4A 
fieThws 12:40, 3:10, 6:50, 9:10. Violence 





THE UNINVITED 

freThurs 3:55, 7:25, 10:15. Frightening scenes. 

INKHEART 

FreThurs 1:75. Frightening scenes, 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE LYCANS 

Fri, Mon-Thurs 1:00, 4°35, 7:40, 10:15; Sot 4:35, 7:40, 10:15; Sun 
1:00, 7:20, 9°55. Gory scenes. ‘ 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
FréThurs 12:15, 245, 5:10, 7:45, 10:20. 

HOTEL FOR DOGS 6 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:10, 6:45. 
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD 

FreThurs 9:25, Coarse language, mature themes. 
‘THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
FreThurs 12:30, 4:05, 7-50. Not recommended for young children, course 
(onguage 

GRAN TORINO MA 
FrtSot, Mon-Tues, Thurs 1:20, 4:15, 7:15, 10:10; Sun Wed 1:20, 4:15, 
1010. Languoge may offend. 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

FreThuas 12:50, 4:00, 7:05, 10:20. Violence. 
WWE: WO WAY OUT 2008 

Sun 5-00, 

‘THE WHO — LIVE AT THE ISLE OF WIGHT FESTIVAL STC 
Wed 7:00. 

















VA 











MA 





STC 





NORTH EDMONTON 
14231-137th Avenue © 732-2223 


THE INTERNATIONAL MA 
FreToes, Thaws 1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 10:00; Wed 4:25, 7:15, 10:00; Stor & 


Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Violence. 


28 + February 12 - February 18, 2009 - see magazine «edmonton ° 


PUSH 14a 
Fr, Morus, Ths 1:00, 3:45, 6:50, 9:25; Sot Sn 3:45, 6:50, 9:25; 


THE INTERNATIONAL 14a 
FriTues, Thurs 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10:15; Wed 4:30, 7:20, 10:15; Stor & 
Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Violence, 29 SEE i, 
CONFESSIONS OF AN ALCOHOLIC PG 
FriThurs 1:00, 4:00, 6:45, 9:30. No posses. 

FRIDAY THE 13TH 18A 
FrieThurs 12:20, 2:45, 5:15, 8:00, 10:30. Sexual content, gory scenes. 
No passes. = = = 
HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU PG 
FreThurs 12:30, 3:50, 7:00, 10:10. Coarse language, sexval content. 
THE PINK PANTHER 2 PG 
Fri, Toes Thurs 12:30, 3:50, 7:00, 10:00; Stor & Stroller Sceening Wed 














PG 
FriThurs 12:50, 3:30, 6:30, 9:15. Not recommended for young drldren, 
higher scenes 
PUSH 
FréThurs 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 10:20. Violence 
TAKEN 
FreThurs 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:40, 10:15. Frightening scenes. 











Wed 1:00, 3:45, 9:25. Vince. re 
THE PINK PANTHER 2 PG 
FreThuss 12:50, 3:20, 6:55, 9:20. No passes. 

CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 

4211-139TH AVENUE © 472-7600 

GRAN TORINO 
FreThurs 9:10. Language may offend. 3 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
Fri, Toes Thurs 4:30, 6:55, 9:20; SatMon 1:50, 4:30, 6:50, 9:20. 


UNDERWORLD: THE RISE OF THE LYCANS 
Fri, TuesThurs 4:15, 6:45; SatMon 1:45, 4:15, 6:45. Gory scenes. 














‘TAKEN MA 
Fri, Tuas-Thurs 4:40, 7:15, 9:45; SabMon 2:10, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45. 
Violence. 





PUSH 
Fri, Tues-Thurs 4:20, 7:05, 9:40; SatMon 1:40, 4:20, 7:05, 9:40, 
Violence. 





HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 

Fri, Tues-Thurs 3:40, 6:35, 9:30; SotMon 12:45, 3:40, 6:35, 9:30. 
Coarse language, sexual content. 

‘THE PINK PANTHER 2 

Fri 4:25, 6:50, 9:15; SotSun 1:10, 4:25, 6:50, 9:15; Mon 1: 
6:50, 9:15; Thoes- Thurs 4:25, 6:50, 9:15. No passes. 
CORALINE 3D PG 
Fri, Toes-Thurs 4:00, 6:30, 9:00; SatMon 1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00. Not 











secommended for 





UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE LYCANS 18A 
Fri, Tues Thurs 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:30; Wed 1:50, 4:50, 10:30. Gory 
scenes. 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP °G 
FieThurs 1:10, 4:10, 6:50, 9:20 

DEFIANCE 

FreSat, MortThurs 6:50, 9:40; Sun 9:40. Violence, coarse language, 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
Fre-Thurs 2:30. Not recommended for young children, coarse language. 
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THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX G 
FreThurs 1:35, 4:35, 7:10. 

SEVEN POUNDS 

FrrSat 1:10, 4:05, 7:05, 9:50, 12:15; Sur-Thurs 1:10, 4:05, 7:05, 
9-50. Mature themes. 

YES MAN 

FreSat 1:25, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50, 11-55; Sun-Thurs 1:25, 4:40, 7:20, 
9:50, 

DOUBT 

FreSat 7:15, 9:30, 11:45; Sun-Thurs 7:15, 9:30. Mature themes 
AUSTRAUA 

FriSot 12:50, 4:05, 7:40, 11:00; Fr-Thurs 12:50, 4:05, 7:40. ey 
may offend, violence. 

TRANSPORTER 3 

FreThurs 9:45. 

BOLT 

FriThurs 1:15, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15. 

TWILIGHT 

FirSat 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:40, 12:10; Sun-Thurs 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 
9:40. Violence. 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

FrieSat 1:45, 4:30, 7:25, 9:55, 12:15; Sun-Thurs 1:45, 4:30, 7:25, 

9:55, 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA G 
FreThurs 1:00, 3:10, 5:10, 7:25. 

ROLE MODELS 4A 
FreSot 10:05, 12:20; Sun-Thurs 10-05, Gude content, coarse language, 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSCAL 3: SENIOR YEAR G 
FreThurs 1:50, 4°50. 

BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA 6 
FreSot 2:00, 4:45, 11:30; Sun-Thurs 2:00, 4:45, 





14a 



































2020 SHERWOOD DR., SHERWOOD PARK © 4160150 L 
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC PG 
Fri 3:50, 7:10, 9:45; SotMon 12:50, 3:50, 7:10, 9:45; Tues Thurs 7:10, 
9-45, Coarse languoge, sexual content. 

FRIDAY THE 13TH 

Fri 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; SatMon 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; Tues Thurs 
7,30, 10:10, Sexual content, gory scenes. No passes. 

HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU PG 
Fri 3:30, 7:00, 10:00; SatMon 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 
7:00, 10:00. Coorse language, sexual content. 

THE PINK PANTHER 2 

Fri 4:20, 7:20, 9:40; SatMon 12:20, 4:20, 7:20, 140; sts 721, 
9:40. 

CORALINE PG 
Fri 4:10, 6:50, 9:20; SatMon 1:10, 4:10, 6:50, 9:20; Tues Thurs 6:50, 
9:20, Not recommended for young children, frightening scenes. 




















GRAN TORINO 4a 
FreSot, Mon-Wed 12:40, 3:40, 7:10, 10:00; Sun 12:40, 7:10, 10:00; 
Thurs 12:40, 3:40, 10:00. Language may offend, 


PUSH 14a 
Fri 3:45, 7:15, 9:50; SatMon 12:10, 3:45, 7:15, 9:50; Tues Thurs 7:15, 
9:50. Violence. 





THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL (IMAX) 
FreThurs 2:10, 5:10, 8:10. 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS ENCOR 
Sei 10-00. 
WWE: NO WAY OUT 2008 
Sun 6:00, 
THE WHO — LIVE AT THE ISLE OF WIGHT FESTIVAL 
Wed 7:00. 
CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


130 AVENUE & 50 STREET © 4729779 
THE UNBORN 
de, 10:00, 12:00; Sun-Thurs 7:35, 10:00. Violence, tide, 

















TAKEN 14a 

Fi 4:15, 6:40, 9:10; SotMon 12:30, 4:15, 6:40, 9:10; TuasTas 6:50, 

9:10, Velen. 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP °6 

Fi 4:20, 7:40, 10:20; SatMan 1:20, 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Tus Thus 
10:20. 

GRAN TORINO MA 

FitMon 4:00, 6:45, 9:30; Tues Thurs 6:45, 9:30. Language may offend. 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 14h 

Fri 3:40, 7:05, 10:15; SopMon 12:40, 3:40, 7:05, 10:15; Tues Tus 

7405, 10:15. Vile. 

HOTEL FOR DOGS 

Saton 
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HEATRE PREVIEW « ANTI-MUSICAL - BY MARLISS WEBER | 658 wors 


A PLAY-WITH-SONGS THAT 
SATIRIZES THE OVER- 
COMMERCIALIZATION OF 





Directed by Kevin Sutley. Written by Karen Hines. Starring 
Beth Graham, Nathan Cuckow, Molly Flood, Jesse Gervais. 
The Roxy (10708-124th St). Feb 12-21. Tickets avaitable 
‘through The Roxy box office (453-2440) 


It is not a musical. The cast of Hel- 
lo, Hello is quite emphatic on this 
point. 

“It is a romantic satire with mu- 
sic,” says director Kevin Sutley. 

“That's right,” chimes in actor 
Beth Graham, “Even though we 
sing and dance, it is definitely not a 
musical.” 

Okay, okay. It's not a musical. We 
won't even mention the fact that Hel- 
lo, Hello won the Dora Mavor Moore 
Award for Best Musical for its origi- 
nal Toronto production in 1999. Nor 
will we talk about its 100-plus page 
score. Or its Hollywood and Broad- 
way-inspired musical numbers. It's 
not a musical. But what's wrong with 
musicals? I like musicals. 

“It's not a musical because the 
songs don't stop the plot,” says Sut- 
ley. All right, that’s good. No annoy- 
ing meditations on matchmakers or 
anachronistic singing and dancing 
orphans. “And the songs are about 
big ideas, big relevant themes.” Okay, 
no shiny little surreys with fringes 
on the top. Or towns disappearing 
into the Scottish mist. 

These are all good things. I’m even 
Starting to feel relieved Hello, Hello 
isn't a musical. 

“But it definitely takes its inspira- 
tion from classic Hollywood and 
Broadway,” says Sutley. “It gives a 
nod to musical theatre without being 


a musical.” 

What? Now I’m confused. 

I go to the source: the script. Or, 
as they say in musical-land, the 
book. In it, writer Karen Hines says 
she wanted to create a meditation 
on art and commercial consump- 
tion and that musical theatre, as 
traditionally thematically empty 
entertainment, was the perfect 
form to juxtapose high art and high 
commercialism. 

€ven more confused now. So it's a 
play that acts like a musical to point 
out the evils of commercialism, per- 
formed in a commercially successful 
form? Whoa. 

Perhaps the answer lies with 
Hines and the work she’s done in 
the past. She is a devotee of the style 
of clowning known as Bouffon, and 


Jazz Hands Verboten! | Beth Graham, Jesse Gervais, and Molly Flood keep their razzmatazz impulses in check while performing Hello, Hello. PHOTO BY NICOLE PIOTRKOWSKI 


her own clown creation, Pochsy, is 
famous worldwide. She has directed 
all of the Mump and Smoot shows, 
from their very first Fringe produc- 
tion through their Off-Broadway and 
California incarnations. This horror 
clown esthetic, when combined with 
musical theatre and the themes of 
iiber-commercialism and romantic 
satire, help to put this musical/not- 
a-musical question in context. 

I'm starting to get it. And I like it. 

So do the actors, who all feel they 
are actors first, singers and hoofers 
and shufflers to Buffalo second and 
third. Hello, Hello allows them to 
experiment with music and dance 
while remaining true to their actor 
core. So once we get past the great 
script/book debate, we can get on 
with the show, so to speak. And Sut- 


oh SOME COME FOR THE MUSIC, 
OTHERS FOR THE STORY. 
SOME COME FOR THE INDICTMENT. 


ley and the cast enthuse about how 
great that show really is. 

“It's a wonderful love story,” says 
Graham, who plays Cassandra, a pro- 
phetic-shopgirl/last artist on earth 
who falls-in-love with Ben, a swanky 
advertising exec (Nathan Cuckow). 
The music comes to them as their 
love and emotion swells to where it 
can’t be contained by anything but 
song. Molly Flood and Jesse Gervais 


, are the male and female chorus, and 


both of whom play more than 50 
roles each. 

The actors and Sutley agree that 
the script is very challenging — and 
therefore great fun to perform. “The 
biggest challenge,” Graham says “is 
building the emotion to the place 
where you can’t help but sing, but 
that it still feels honest.” This is a 





play, after all. 


“And thematically it’s challenging 
for the audience as well,” Gervais 
says. “Some people may see it as an ~ 
indictment of their commercialized 
ways.” 

“See, there really is something for 
everyone,” Graham jokes. “Some 
come for the music, others for the 
story. Some come for the indict- 
ment.” 

“But that's what makes this script 
powerful,” Gervais says. (See? 
“Script,” not “book.”) “The play has 
a strong message and makes you 
contemplate what's important in 
life, love or a new car. It's a very rich 
script.” 

Yup. I'm convinced. It's definitely 
not a musical. It's a romantic satire ~ 
with music. 





|Weard tt Through The Grapeline | Josh Dons ankedby Jacques Lalonde as “Don Ber and Ryan Anderson as “Ron 
ern Tees oy eB Lage PT TATE 
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ARTS NEWS : NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE BOOKSTORE 





ALL YOU KIDS OUT THERE! 


Apples, Oranges, And Cherry! 


There's a bumper crop of kids’ theatre 
opening this week. First up, there’s The Big 
League (TransAlta Arts Barns, Feb. 13-15), 
a play about a kid dealing with an overbear- 
ing hockey dad. The message about trying 
your best being more important than win- 
ning is welcome, but will the actor in the 
Don Cherry costume be too traumatizing 
for younger audiences? If so, try Chris 
Bullough’s Apples and Oranges (Stanley A. 
Milner Library, Feb. 16, 27, 28) — a delightful- 
sounding play in verse about a boy raised on 
apples who meets a girl raised on oranges. 
And together. theyrequitea pea 
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ALL YOU ACTORS UP THERE! 
Mr. Chekhov, You Have The Bridge 


Is it a sign of the increasingly harsh econom- 
ic times, or just the increasing versatility 
of Edmonton actors? In Karen Hines’ Hello 
Hello (previewed above), Molly Flood and 
Jesse Gervais play more than 50 roles each, 
and in Lentement la Beauté, a.k.a. A Gen- 
tle Awakening (La Cite Francophone, Feb. 
12-15, 19-22), Michel Nadeau's play about a 
middle-aged man who undergoes a surprise 
spiritual awakening after seeing a produc- 
tion of Chekhov's Three Sisters, a six-person 
cast plays some 60 roles between them. 
Edmonton's stages have never been this full, 





ALL YOU BOOKS IN THERE! 
Kindle A Swindle? 


| amazon unveiled the Kindle 2, the latest in- 


camation of its electronic reading doohickey, 
on Monday, but while the new Kindle boasts 
a thinner body, and longer battery life, tech 
critics don’t think it'll be replacing books 
anytime soon. Perhaps the most astute 
review appeared on Gizmodo.com, to wit: 
“Jeff Bezos] says the Kindle vision is ‘every — 


book every printed in any language. available 
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THEATRE REVIEW - CHAOS THEORY « BY MICHAEL HINGSTON (558 words 





ACADEMY AWARD CONTEST 


BEST PICTURE 

1. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
2. Frost/Nixon 

3. MILK 

4. The Reader 

5. Slumdog Millionaire 


ACTOR IN A LEADING ROLE 

1. Richard Jenkins - The Visitor 

2. Frank Langella - Frost/Nixon 

3. Sean Penn - MILK 

4. Brad Pitt - The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
5S. Micky Rourke - The Wrestler 


ACTOR IN A SUPPORTING ROLE 
1. Josh Brolin - MILK 

2. Robert Downey Jr. - Tropic Thunder 

3. Phillip Seymour Hoffman - Doubt 

4. Heath Ledger - The Dark Knight 

5. Michael Shannon - Revolutionary Road 


ACTRESS IN A LEADING ROLE 
1. Anne Hathaway - Rachel Getting Married 
2. Angelina Jolie - Changeling 

3. Melissa Leo - Frozen River 

4, Mery! Streep - Doubt 

5. Kate Winslet - The Reader 


ACTRESS IN A SUPPORTING ROLE 
1. Amy Adams - Doubt 

2. Penélope Cruz - Vicky Christina Barcelona 
3. Viola Davis - Doubt 

4. Teraji Henson - The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
5. Marisa Tomei - The Wrestler 


BEST DIRECTING 

1. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
2. Frost/Nixon 

3. MILK 

4. The Reader 

5. Slumdog Millionaire 


ART DIRECTION 

1. Changeling 

2. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
3. The Dark Knight 

4. The Dutchess 

5. Revolutionary Road 


CINEMATOGRAPHY 

1, Changeling 

2. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
3. The Dark Knight 

4. The Reader 

5. Slumdog Millionaire 


ANIMATED FEATURE 
1. Bolt 

2. Kung Fu Panda 

3. WALL-E 


8157 ANNUAL GARNEAU 


SHORT FILM - ANIMATED 
1. La Maison en Petites Cubes 
Lavatory - Lovestory 
Oktapodi 
Presto . 
This Way Up 





Auf Der St {On The Line) 
Manon on the Asphalt 


Spielzuegland (Toyland) ~ 


BOCUMENTARY FEATURE 

4 The Betrayal (Nerakhoon) 

2° Encounters at the Bigot ithe World 
3... The Garden 

& 

z 


5 3 
pocum RY Si SUBJECT 
1 Conscience o be 

2 The batinen igre: 

3. Smile Pin meee 

4. The Witness - 





From the Bal¢ony of Room 306 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 


“3 


PARKLAND 


MAKE UP 

1. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
2. The Dark Knight 

3. Hellboy Il: The Golden Army 


COSTUME DESIGN 

1. Australia 

2. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
3. The Dutchess 

4. MILK 

5. Revolutionary Road 


MUSIC [ORIGINAL SCORE) 
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
Defiance 
MILK 
Stumdog Millionaire 
WALL-E 


WSIC (ORIGINAL SONG) 
“Down to Earth” - WALL-E 
‘Uai Ho” - Slumdog Millionaire 
“O Saya” - Slumdog Millionaire 


SOUND 
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
The Dark Knight 
Slumdog Millionaire 
WALL-E 
Wanted 


OUND EDITING 
The Dark Knight 
Iron Man 
Slumdog Millionaire 
WALL-E 
Wanted 


LM EDITING 
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
The Dark Knight 
Frost/Nixon 
MILK 
Slumdog Millionaire 


The entry with the most correct predictions wall win 2: 
FABULOUS PRIZE PACKAGE 
Courtesy of tha participating sponsors 
Oscar Night is Sunday. February 22. 2008 
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ALIFE IN THE DAY'S 
CHARACTERS CONNECT WITH 
EVERYBODY IN THE THEATRE 
-. EXCEPT THE AUDIENCE 





ALIFE IN THE DAY 

Directed by Vanessa Sabourin, Written by Beth Graham. 
Starring Amber Borotsik, Michele Brown, and Mark Jenkins. 
Catalyst Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd). Until Feb 15, Tickets: 
$15-$18, available at (780) 409-1910. 

kk kee 





For an advanced mathematical con- 
cept, chaos theory has gained a lot 
of traction in pop culture. The idea 
that a seemingly innocuous activity 
can have momentous consequences 


| around the world has been thrust 


into the Hollywood limelight, most 
notably by a leather-clad Jeff Gold- 
blum in Jurassic Park, where he used 
it to predict raptor-murder (kind of), 
and in the already-forgotten Ashton 
Kutcher time-travel vehicle The But- 
terfly Effect 

So it's particularly fitting that the 
new production from The Maggie 


Tree, an Edmonton-based company 


emphasizing the role of women in all 
aspects of theatre, should take as its 
subject a popular concept that, so far, 
has had no female spokesperson. Lo- 
cal actor/playwright Beth Graham's 
A Life in the Day isn’t overtly femi- 
nist, but it is overtly chaos theory-ish: 
three omniscient narrators lead the 
audience on a fragmented, dreamlike 
tour of a small prairie town, showing 
in minute detail the hidden connec- 
tions between its disparate residents. 
Dialogue is delivered in repeated frag- 
ments, and whole scenes evolve into 
stylish movement pieces, but there’s 
a fundamental lack of substance be- 
hind it that can’t be fully hidden. In 
fact, these flourishes kind of end up 
being the substance, and the result is 
unsatisfying, like a Christmas tree 
made entirely of tinsel. 

My objections have almost nothing 
to do with Vanessa Sabourin’s direc- 
tion or any of the three actors, who 
all do fine work bouncing between 
dozens of characters, from disgrun- 


‘We're All In This Together 








tled married couples to booming 
Greek gods to a defecating cat. Dan- 
iela Masellis's set design borrows a 
little too liberally from Tim Burton 
with its distorted window frames and 
Victorian bric-a-brac, but still makes 
a kind of sense. What really irritated 
me was Graham's script. 

Let me preface this by saying thal 
I firmly believe writing is the hardest 
part of theatre to get right, and that 
a faulty script is far more difficult to 
tolerate than a faulty actor. And it’ 
not so much that Graham's script is 
bad — there's a lot of technical skill 
in the way the mini-scenes run up 





against and overlap one another. It's 
that it never much bothers with en- 
gaging the audience. The characters 
are simply conduits for Graham's 
themes and metaphors, and the effect 
is akin to being asked to empathize 
with chesspieces. I couldn't shake the 
mental image of this script as an ab- 
stract creative writing exercise, mi 
nutely tailored and workshopped to 
please other actors and playwrights 
while leaving the rest of the audience 
out in the cold. 

This problem becomes most ap 
parent during the sea change in tone 
that takes place near the climax 
After systematically showing how 
chaos is everywhere and chance 
encounters are wrecking the towns- 
people's lives, things turn on a dime 
just as a woman known only as The 
Outsider tries to drive her car into 
a lake — whereupon we're led back 
through all of those seemingly hope- 
less situations and shown how, deep 
down, they’re actually going to turn 
out okay. Every one of them. I see the 
symbolism, but that doesn’t make the 
resolution any less ridiculous. 

Nick Hornby once complained that 
“the literary world has a tendency 
to believe that the least consoling 
worldview is the Truth.” An essen- 
tial observation, to be sure, though 
it's also important not to lean too 
far the other way. A Life in the Day, 
even more improbably, does both 
at once. 
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IT’S THE OBAMA ACE, BUT 
JOSHUA DALLEDONNE’S 
UNREPENTANT ARMS 
MERCHANT CONJURES UP 
CHENEYESQUE MEMORIES 


MAJOR BARBARA 

Directed by Jim Mezon, Written by George Berard Shaw. 
Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta). To Feb 14 
(1:30pm). Tickets available through TIX on the Square (420- 
175]/tixonthesquare.ca) or the Timms box office. 

tok Kk 


Major Barbara rolled onto the Timms 
Centre stage some 16 days late 

Sure, it's still relevant; I doubt 
anyone will live to see the day when 
George Bernard Shaw’s witticisms 
and cracks at the perceived moral 
backbone of our society won’t smart 
from the truth of it all. But in the 
world’s new Obama-induced glow, 
the persuasive conviction in the pow- 
er and purity of money Shaw gives to 
British arms magnate Andrew Un- 
dershaft (Joshua Dalledonne) seems 
just slightly less cutting than it might 
have when George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney were running around the 
White House. Cheney may not have 
put it as eloquently as Andrew, but 
he could very well have turned on 
the UN and huffed, “Play with your 
caucuses and leading articles and 
historic parties and great leaders 
and burning questions and the rest 
of your toys. I am going back to my 
counting house to pay the piper and 
call the tune.” 

However, the wounds of the last 


‘eight years are not easily forgiven 
) nor forgotten, which makes Under- 


shaft’s testament that big business 


_tuns the government, while his son 


Stephan (Mathew Hulshof) wran- 
gles against him, ever-stimulating 
(and ever-depressing) to watch. If 
you're floating so high in your opti- 
mism bubble that Shaw's words can’t 
bring you down, the cast — especially 
Dalledonne as the aging Andrew — 
deliver them with such passion and 
aplomb you can't help but be shaken 
from the hopeful haze. 

Dalledonne steps onto the multi- 
levelled stage, his presence calming 
4 slightly nervous start, as Andrew 


Arms And The Man | Joshua Dalledonne is generally excellent in Studio Theatre's Major Barbara. PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG 


BAD TIMES, INDEED! CITING § 


THEATRE REVIEW « CLASSIC - BY KATHLEEN BELL |s% worus 


The Very Model Of A 
Modern Major Barbara 


returns to see his family for the first 
time in years in order to settle the 
matter of his children’s inheritances 
To get to know his estranged off- 
spring better, he agrees to. visit his 
daughter Barbara (Tess Degenstein) 
at work as a major in the Salvation 
Army if she agrees to visit his 
arms factory, which, like her brother, 
she disapproves of. Each is fairly cer- 
tain they'll recruit the other to their 
respective cause 

At the Salvation Army shelter, we 
get to know many a player from vari- 
ous economic, social, religious, and 
educational backgrounds and beliefs, 
each one getting the opportunity to 
say their piece and, in so doing, ex- 
pose one piercing truth after another. 
Shaw’s play is basically a philosophi- 
cal haberdashery, with principles be- 
ing tested at every turn and turned at 
every test. 

Adolphus Cusins (Branden Mar- 
tin), a scholar and Barbara's fiancé, 
is particularly curious when it comes 
to different philosophical perspec- 
tives. Martin's performance is both 
goofy and smart, carving out his 


own sharp space in the face of Dalle- | 


donne’s domineering capitalist. Once 
it comes time for Adolphus to exam- 
ine his own views on war, faith, and 
power, when Andrew offers the Un- 
dershaft company to him, you can 
see his gears churning up onstage as 
he grapples with the possibilities and 
the consequences. 

The lighting and stage direction 
only serve to emphasize the weight 
of those consequences. Shadows lift 
slowly in the Undershaft home to 
reveal a long line of family portraits, 
not the impressionistic blobs they 
first appear to be — and the lady of 
the house, guarding her home with 
sentinel-like composure. And when 
the shadows fall again beneath a 
blood red sky, leaving a giant cannon 
and Adolphus to their colliding desti- 
nies, the effect is chilling. 

Director Jim Mezon, a Shaw expert, 
has pulled off an expert production. 
Now, if only the next four years can 
turn Major Barbara's themes into 
unrecognizable gibberish, that would 
be swell. I doubt it, though. 
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ONOMIC DIFFICULTIES, TORONTO'S 
CANCELLED GAY4PAY, THE FINAL MAINSTAGE SHOW OF THEIR CURRENT SEASON 











BUDDIES IN BAD TIMES THEATRE COMPANY HAS oe 


Bison BC | Pawn Shop | 02.05.2009 





Board Member 
Alberta Health Services Board 
(www.albestahealthservices.ca) 





Earlier this year our province created a common governance board to 
oversee the planning and delivery of health services in Alberta. The Alberta 
government is looking for a number of individuals to serve renewable terms as 
Board Members of the governance board, beginning November 1, 2008. This is 
a great opportunity for individuals to help shape the Alberta health system 


What Is The Alberta Health Services Board? The governance board currently 
functions as the siigle board for the nine regional health authorities, the 
Alberta Mental Health Board, the Alberta Cancer Board and the Alberta 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission. On April 1, 2009, when those entities 
e into the Alberta Health Services organization, the Alberta Health 
Services Board will continue its role as the board. Alberta Health Services 
Board aims to improve coordination within the health system so that it is 
easier to access and ensures that all Albertans get the care they need when 
they need it, regardless of where they live 








Qualifications: All Board Members are expected to have the following 
experience and skills: informed judgment, integrity and accountability, strategic 
thinking, experience in building organizational capability, an understanding 
of board governance and a strong interest for the Alberta Heath Services 
mandate. Additi y. qualifications, experience and/or skills in some of 
the following areas; human resources, financial administration, legal, risk 
management, information technology, academic or health professions 





In addition to other responsibilities, the role of a Board Member requires 
attending a monthly meeting that will be scheduled at various locations within 
Alberta. Honoraria and travel expenses are paid upon appointment to a term 
on the board. Closing Date: Audust 29, 2008 


Please subinit your resume to: Brent C. Shervey at the following 
address: Boyden Global Executive Search, Attention: Brent C. Shervey, 
Managing Director, Suite 1060, SunLife West Tower, 144 — 4th Avenue 
SW, Calgary, Alberta T2P 3N4. Fax: 403-237-5551. Email: info@boyden.ca. 


Website: www.boyden.ca. 


www.jobs.alberta.ca Government 





MacEwan 


Become a Therapist Assistant! 


MacEwan's Physical and Occupational Therapist 
Assistant diploma program prepares you for a rewarding 
career helping clients regain mobility, recover from 
injuries and overcome challenges. 


Work in a range of caring environments, from hospitals to 
long-term care facilities, schools, clinics, and home-care. 
The growing demand for trained therapist assistants has 
resulted in a 100% employment rate within six months 
of graduation! 


Apply today for September entry! 


Find out more: 780-497-5098 or 
www.MacEwan.ca/therapist 


Make a difference. fil 
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Yan Geng Gets Some Face Time 





ART BOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 
BUT IT CAN BE A CHALLENGE 
TO FIND THE HUMAN FORM IN 
SOME OF THE ABSTRACT IM- 
AGES OF SUB-SUR-FACE 





This week takes Jill and Mandy back 
to the University of Alberta's FAB 
Gallery to take in Yan Geng’s mas- 
ter's thesis exhibition Sub-Sur-Face. 


Mandy: The work in Geng’s show 
was very reminiscent of some other 
work we've been seeing lately. His 
paintings are built out of colourful 
abstract grounds that he coerces into 
suggestions of figures, heads, faces, 
or portraits. This relationship be- 
tween abstraction and figuration is 
one that I'm really interested in, and 
I'm very excited to see work by art- 
ists who are investigating this form 
of representation. 

Jill: It reminded us of Cynthia 
Fuhrer’s exhibit in the Fringe Gallery 
a couple of months ago. However, 


Ree 


IBILITIES 





The Gene's all Here | “Hysterical,” one of the works on eee in Sub Sur Face, demonstrates Yan Gene's blend of abstraction and 
portraiture. (MAGE BY YAN GENG 


iP I (6 Y 
er SS 

















o(s) 





been cael 


OP EN H OUSE at NorQuest College 


February 21, 2009 — 10 AM to 3 PM 
10215 — 108 Street, Eon : 








Diplomas e Certificates ¢ ‘Laie and Briain programs 
Presentations ¢ Tours ¢ Interactive Sessions 


Enter to WIN A LAPTOP! 


Visit www.norquest.ca or call 
780-644-5927 for more information 


NorQuest 
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Geng’s show feels a bit more worked- 
up and conclusive to me. My first im- 
pression of the show — and | doubt 
anyone else will have a different one 
— is that there is a lot of colour go- 
ing on. 

Mandy: Yes, very much so. I recall 
you not enjoying the amount of colour 
all that much. But this is a painting 
exhibition, after all; shouldn’t we 
expect some pigment celebration? 
Geng’s trying to deal with the psy- 
chological representation of the hu- 
man experience through painting. 
And one of the strongest visual tools 
to accomplish that is colour. 

Jill: I like colour as much as the 
next person, but I think there comes 
a time when there is such a thing as 
a little too much colour. In this case, 
perhaps some careful editing of the 
pieces themselves — maybe including 
half a dozen fewer paintings — would 
have allowed the show to breathe a bit 
more, so that the effect wasn't that of 
an all-over colour pattern. The paint- 
ings are so close together that their 
strong internal colour senses com- 
pete with one another. 

Mandy: There was quite a lot of 


work on display, that's for sure. But " 


okay, besides the keyed-up palette, 
what did you think of what Geng 
presents us with? The abstract 
grounds he creates as an acrylic base 
worked best for me when they really 
emphasized texture. And | found | 
was much more engaged with the 
work where it felt like he was finding 
the “face” shape eventually, through 
more of a process. Sometimes the 
heads become too ... would “out- 
lined” be the word? 

Jill: Here’s where I can agree with 
you. I do appreciate, however, that 
Geng was attempting to endow the 
figurative aspect of his work with 





- always relate back to the portrait, as 






































due importance, even though they 
still come off as highly abstract. |; 
clearly matters to him that the shape 
of the face be at the forefront of his 
work; my sense is that it functions as 
a ground for his colour and textura| 
investigations — his paintings wij 


long as that face shape is included 
But I agree with you: the more inte 
grated ones are far more successful 

Mandy: Another key aspect of 
how each individual piece functions 
is scale — he really experiments wit) 
the size of these heads and the size of 
the supports. We see what happens to 
the figure when they are just a little 
smaller than life-size on a huge sup. 
port, compared to having that same 
size of support taken up completely 
with the face shape — and all the pos. 
sible combinations in between. 

Jill: Does this take away from what 
Geng is doing or add to it? | think 
it's interesting that he's attempt 
ing different compositions with 
the face shape. But I also found it a 
little bit distracting to see the face 
shape became more prominent than 
some of the really excellent painting 
going on. 

Mandy: For the purpose of this 
exhibition, maybe it didn’t work 
as well as it would have in a larger 
space. It goes back to what you were 
saying about having too much work 
creating a kind of all-over effect. It’ 
harder to concentrate on one par- 
ticular image when so much visual 
information is happening around it 
But it's definitely good to see Geng 
experimenting with these kinds of 
things; what he works towards will 
be all the stronger for it. 


Sub-Sur-Face will be on exhibit a! 
the FAB Gallery until Feb. 14 












PARTNERS FOR 


YOGA 





$35. per couple 





780.421.9444 or shantiyoga@mail.com 


© SHANTI 


ad YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 





Come and be a part of this very special time with 
your partner, your lover, your friend, your mother. 
Whoever you would like to have a fun enriching 
time connecting with. There is no need for prior 
yoga experience, just the need to have some fun. 


7:30 - 9:00pm © Friday Feb. 13",2009 
This class books very quickly. You must preregister. 


DRUMMING ON VALENTINES DAY. 
Bring a friend or just come & join Marcus Fung as we 
celebrate Universal LOVE at Shanti February] 4™, from 
7- 9:30pm. light refreshments and drums provided. 
Suggested Donation $20.00. Pre- Registration required. 
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XHIBI | 


100 STORIES ABOUT MY GRANDMOTHER LATITUDES3, | 
10248 106TH ST. JAN 9 - FEB 14 Video installation by Peter | 
Kingstone featuring gay sex trade workers speaking about 
thelr grandmothers. 

‘THE RIVER JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, STRATHCONA 
SENIORS CENTRE, 1083] UNIVERSITY AVE., FEB 3-26 Water 
and wildlife works by Darlene Hoblak. 

THE ADVANTAGED ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE, JAN 
" 74-F€B24 Curated by Anna Coe and Amelia Aspen Shultz- 
"McPherson. Featuring works by several contemporary 
_ artists from Edmonton and Calgary focusing on the artistic 
~ community of their cities, 
ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 
17845 102ND AVE., OCT 25 - APR 3 More than 120 examples 
~ of craftsmanship and design distinctive to the Mexican 
cowboy. Info: www.royalalbertamuseum.ca. 

~ CARCULTURE RED GALLERY, 9621 WHYTE AVE, JANB- APR 

~ 30 0ilpaintings by Christl Bergstrom on Edmonton's car 

culture landscape. Info: www.redgallery.ca. 

~ COMMON CONTRAST MCMULLEN GALLERY, 8440 112TH 

57, JAN10- MAR 8 Black and white photography by The 
Monochrome Guild. 

CONTINUANCE STEPPES GALLERY, 1259 91ST ST, JAN22- 
WAR 7 Mixed media installation by Jayme Chalmers. 
CROOKED HEAD LATITUDE 53, 10248 106TH ST. JAN 9- FEB 
14 Paintings by Sean Montgomery focusing on the issue of 
masculinity. 

DOUBLE TAKE PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON 
ST, ST, ALBERT, FEB 5 - MAR 5 Paintings, Photo-illustrations, 
and a stop motion animated film by Jana Hargarten, Neil 
McClelland, Laura O'Connor, Beth Pederson and J. Scott 





Cant 





Portingale. 

HEIGHTS OF FASHION: A HISTORY OF THE ELEVATED 
FOOT ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE., NOV 
22-MAR8 An exhibition of footwear from the Bata Shoe 
Museum featuring more than 75 pieces of exotic footwear 
THE HORIZON AS IT SHOULD BE ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE, JAN 17 - MAR 22 Digital 
photography exploring the relationship between people and 


| Spaces by John Freeman. 
| INTENSIONS: MESSAGE & MEDIUM IN FIBRE ART 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL, 10186 106TH ST, JAN 17 - APR 18 


| With works by Mary Sullivan-Holdgrafer, Margie Davidson 
| and Matt Gould. Info: www.albertacraft.ab.ca, 


KEVIN LAW GALLERY AT MILNER, STANLEY A. MILNER LI- 
BRARY, CHURCHILL SQUARE, FEB2- 27 Photographic Prints. 


| LIVING WITH AIDS THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 


OFFEEHOUSE, 935] TIBTH AVE., FEB 5 - FEB 28 An exhibit of 


body maps depicting the experience of living with AIDS. 
| MIRACLE PENNIES HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, RD 
| FLOOR, 10215 112TH ST, JAN 8 - FEB 14 Photography by Nate 
| Larson exploring the way contemporary culture constructs 


Meaning through the lenses of religion, consumer behavior, 
and secular mythologies. Info: www.harcourthouse.ab.ca. 


| ROAD SERIES SCOTT GALLERY, 10411 124TH ST, JAN 3] - FEB 


T7With Robert Sinclair's “Road Series”, lyrical sumi ink works 
by Yuriko Kitamura, and prints and paintings by John Snow 


| focusing on the open space of western Canada. 


SYLVAIN VOYER: SURVEY 1957 - PRESENT ART GAL 
LERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE., JAN I7-MAR 22 


| Paintings by Sylvain Voyer spanning his 50-year career, 


STRENGTH, DUTY, HONOUR HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 


| 3RDFLOOR, 10215 112TH ST, JAN 18 -FEB 14 Featuring 
| politically charged illustrative posters by local artist Spyder 


N 


Yardley-Jones. info: www.harcourthouse.ab.ca 


DANCE 


CELEBRATING HOPE & CHANGE JOHN L HAAR THEATRE, 
10045 156TH ST. MACEWAN CENTRE FOR THE ARTS, FEB 

15 Presented by Movements: The Afro-Caribbean Dance 
Ensemble. Doors at 7:30 p.m 

ROMEO AND JULIET MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE PERFORM 
ING ARTS, #1 ALEXANDRA PARK LEDUC, FEB 12 Ballet Jorgen 
peroforms Shakespeare's classic tragedy. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


THEATRE 


APPLES AND ORANGES STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, 

#7 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE, FEB 16 Mieko Ouchi 
directs Pat Darbasie, Julie Golo: ott Shpeley and Sara 
Vickruck in Chris Bullough's children's out tolerance. 
Info: www.concretetheatre.ca. 


AVE, FEB 10-15 Carole Higgins directs Ryan Anderson, Joel 
Bembaum, Lyndsay Johnston and Andrew Vokey in James 
Durham's story about Tommy a young hockey plai 

to deal with an over baring father. 

CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE., Weekly 
improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre featuring the top 
troupes of the Canadian improv scene. Every Sat except for 
last Sat of the month. Doors at 1! p.m 

DAUGHTER OF THE REGIMENT JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 
11455 87TH AVE., FEB 12 Gaetano Donizetti's comedy about 
and orphan adopted by a regiment of French Soldiers and 
the man who joins the military to pursue her beauty. 
DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE, An 


THE THIRD SPACE (11515-1038 STREET) 
SHOWTIME AT 8 PM NIGHTLY (NO PERFORMANCE ON MONDAYS) 
WARNING: MATURE CONTENT & LANGUAGE 


= 





& NORTHERN LIGHT THEATRE 471 





Yeen Shurneb Sheatre presents 


Cranked 


Feb 24 -8 p.m 
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Feed Your Sout 
“ARDEN 





BLVD., FEB 12 - FEB 14 Doors at 8 p.m 
GARY VALENTINE THE COMIC STRIP BOURBON STREET 
WEST EDMONTON MALL Doors at 6 p.m. Info: www. 


improvised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every 
Mon at 8 p.m 
MAJOR BARBARA TIMMS CENTRE FOR THE ARTS, 87TH 
AVE. & 112TH ST., FEB 5-14 Jim Mezon directs the U of ABFA 
Acting class in £ Bemard Shaw's play about morality ir 
the charity business. 
NEW WORKS FESTIVAL TIMMS CENTRE FOR THE ARTS, 
i 5 Featuring All Matters by 
y by Elena Belyea; Vin-Oh by 
by Evan Smith; F the Bottom 
lack by Casey 
Electra by 





Morgan Smith 

PINOCCHIO FE 

WOOD PARK, FEB 15-16 Doors at 2 p.m 
THEATRESPORTS VARS(O 
Weekly improv show host 
Doors at II p. 





DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 






Rapid Fire Th 


IRS CITADEL THEATRE, 9 
ceived and directed by Marion J 
fo: www.ci 
THE TRAGICALL HISTORIE OF HAMLET PRINCE OF 
DENMARKE WALTERE l 
18-28 Matthe 1 Gi espea 
WILD FIRE HIGH SCHOOL IMPROV 
THEATRE, 10329 83R1 FEB 


HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE COMIC STRIP. BOURI 
STREET - WEST EDMONTON MALL Amateur comedy. Info 


www.thecomicstrip.ca/7B0-483-5999, 
NELSON GILES COMEDY FACTORY, 408-3414 GATEWAY 


RINGTUNES 





Poker Face, 
Lady GaGa 


Live Your Life, 
T.I. ft. Rihanna 


Right Now (Na Na Na), 
Akon 


Whatever You Like, 


o 


I'm So Paid, 
Akon ft. Lil’ Wayne 


Let It Rock, 
Kevin Rudolf ft. Lil’ Wayne 


Heartless, 
Kanye West 
Single Ladies, 
Beyonce 

Love Story, 
Taylor Swift 
Sex On Fire, 
Kings of Leon 







© ROGERS 





cua 5 epic 


™Rogers & Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers 
Communications Inc., used under license or of Rogers 
Wireless. © 2008 Rogers Wireless. 


Using hip-hop and spoken word, Cranked 
examines the epidemic of crystal meth use 
through the eyes of Stan, a rising freestyle 
rapper who stepped into the abyss of 
addiction and is now trying to recover. 


Call 
780.459.1542 


or 


2008-2009 ticketmaster 







www.ardentheatre.com 
we Ss. 
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The Sweetest List On Earth 





BY THE TIME ELLEN GREENE 


It's so simple. Remember the sweet 
things. 

Of course, it helps if you have a 
list. Luckily Ellen Greene does. In 
fact, the list of all the sweet things 
her husband Marshall said and did 
throughout their 20 years of mar- 
riage is 110 pages long. And she 
writes small 

Greene includes some of her fa- 
vourite items from the list, along 
with recollections from she and her 
husband's years together in her book 
Remember the Sweet Things: One 
List, Two Lives, and Twenty Years of 
Marriage 

The “After I'd 
chewed him out for shrinking some 


sweet humour 


of my cotton shirts in the laundry, 


standing at the washing machine, 
pretending to read a label: ‘This one 
says, ‘Rub with fine sand, then pound 
ona rock.’” 

The banal, but sweet rituals: “giy- 
ing each other a high-five whenever 
we cross a state line.” 

Snippets of sweet dialogue: 

Ellen [as Marshall settles into the 
sofa to watch a movie, after making 
dinner and cleaning up]: “Could you 
please get me a beer?” 

Marshall [smiling and getting up to 
go to the refrigerator]: “Now wasn't 
it you that I asked only a few seconds 
ago, ‘Do you want anything else?’ To 
which you said no and gave me a be- 
atific smile.” 


Okay, so Marshall was a bit of an 
overachiever in the nice guy depart- 
ment — not every man is going to 
send flowers and a thank-you note 
to your office the day after you make 
him a nice dinner — but most of us 
could do well to take more of notice 
of the sweet and simple nice things 
our partner does. 

Though, to be fair to the rest of 
us schmoes who take our partners 
for granted and focus on everything 
they don’t do for us, Greene didn't 
set out with entirely altruistic mo- 
tives when she started her list. When 
she met Marshall, she was smitten. 
But, after a life of “bad relationships 
that I let go on too long,” Greene 


that Marshall might not be such a 
bad guy after all. And, given she had 
five or six new pages to add to her 
“sweet things list” every year when 
she gave it to him in a Valentine's 
Day card, it would seem her instincts 
were correct. 

And while having his sweetness 
so duly appreciated and document- 
ed no doubt only encouraged more 
sweetness, taking note of Marshall's 
sweetness also encouraged Greene 
to take more notice of it. “I felt like I 
had a quota to fill,” she tells me. “He 
got so much pleasure from the list, 
I didn’t want to disappoint him. It’s 
like I trained myself to notice when 
I was smiling, when I said thank you 


“HE GOT-SO MUCH PLEASURE FROM THE LIST, I DIDN'T WANT 
TO DISAPPOINT HIM. IT’S LIKE I TRAINED MYSELF TO NOTICE WHEN I WAS 
SMILING, WHEN I SAID THANK YOU AND WHAT IT WAS FOR. IT FORCED ME 
TO LIVE IN THE MOMENT AND NOT TAKE ANYTHING FOR GRANTED.” 


Ellen: “I never smile beatifically.” 
And the . 
“Saying, ‘I missed you at dinner’ 


well, just plain sweet: 


because he was seated far down the 
table and we couldn't talk to each 


other.” 


was determined not to let her smit- 
tenness blind her and decided to 
track all the bad things Marshall did 
so she would cut her losses sooner. 
After four months without making 
a single entry, she started to believe 


and what it was for. It forced me to 
live in the moment and not take any- 
thing for granted.” 

Of course, Marshall, being such 
a sweetie, felt guilty that he wasn't 
making a similar list to give to his 


wife. | told him,..“Get your ow: 
shtick! This is mine — you’re provid 
ing the material.” 

It's easy in long-term relationship; 
to focus on the negative, to get com 
placent and forget to show our part 
ner gratitude for the day-to-day stuf 
Like when they make garlic soup 
always offer you the last cracke; 
and dipping it for you, “If you'r 
waiting for grand gestures and bie 
comic moments, you're going to ly 
disappointed,” says Greene. “It’s the 
ho-hum everyday stuff that makes 
a life. 

“And who doesn't like to be appr: 
ciated, to be made to feel special 
she continues. “My 
with jotting down small, everyday 
things is that the cumulative effec 
is very, very big. It gaye Marsh s 
much pleasure. He’d revisit the lis: 
throughout the year, when I wasnt 
looking.” 

And, when Marshall succumbed 


experienc: 


to Parkinson's disease a couple of 
years ago, they both revisited th: 
list, rereading a couple pages a d 
until he died. If there were no othe 
reason to make her list, Greene says 
this’ wonderful last memory of her 
time with him would have been rea 
son enough. 
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Recently, I celebrated my first year 
of marriage to the most amazing 
man. When we began dating, he 
told me that he enjoys open sexu- 
ality and wants swinging to be 
part of any partnership he’s in. I 
regard myself as free-spirited and 
agreed to explore this with him. 
We delayed experimentation be- 
cause I had a stressful job and I 
wanted to spend my limited free 
time with him instead of explor- 
ing our sexuality with multiple 
partners. 

My work situation changed, and 
we have since had about a dozen 
experiences in the past year. Ihave 
discovered that these situations 
are not a turn-on for me — in fact, 
they are a turnoff. I feel resentful 
| after these episodes, and I don't 
feel like having sex for days. We 
have discussed this at length, and 
we have been seeing a counsellor. 
Recently, we had a civil discussion 
wherein we discussed the possi- 
bility of him having these sexual 
experiences without me, since I 
do not find them compelling. This 
idea appealed to him. He proposed 
going to a sex party alone that 
very night. 

Ever since then, I have been 
crushed by the prospect of my 
husband having a sex life out- 
side of our relationship. Since we 
met, his sexuality has had an out- 
ward trajectory, rather than being 
relationship-centred. Having a 
healthy sexual relationship with 
him is enough for me. He makes 
a good point that he has been 
Straight about his desire for this 
lifestyle since day one, but I am 
Still frustrated and horrified that 
my husband needs to have sex 










I'd appreciate your straight, 
honest feedback on this. 








ty” of his. sexuality; you knew going 
that your husband could never be 





Cause the man you married wants to 
actually have sex with other people 
You knew that before you married 
him, SBOOO, because he fucking 
told you so. 

You're unlikely to encounter a 
marriage counsellor who'll take your 
husband's side (nonmonogamy? 
boo!) over yours (monogamy? yay!), 
SBOOO, so I’m going to aggressively 
come his defence: You're never going 
to convince your husband that one- 
on-one ought to be enough for him 
Sorry. You're also going to have a 
hard time convincing him that you 
didn’t deceive him in the run-up to 
this marriage. When he told you 
that monogamy was a deal-breaker, 
SBOOO, you replied that you were 
“free-spirited” and willing to 
plore.” But, alas 
yond your control prevented you 
from embarking on any explorations 
until after the wedding, and only 
then — only after he married you — 


tt 
, circumstances be- 


did you discover that your husband's 
sexual interests both frustrated and 
horrified 

How convenient. 

Because if you'd been a little less 
stressed at work, SBOOO, maybe 
you could've made time for a little 
swinging before the wedding. Then 
you might've learned that nonmo- 
nogamy wasn't for you ‘afd been able 
to give this amazing man that infor- 
mation before he married your ass 
Oh, but your work schedule didn't al- 
low for premarital explorations, and 
now this amazing-man has to decide 
whether to go through the hell of a 
divorce — knowing full well that he 
will be seen as the bad guy by all your 
relatives and friends, and 99.99 per 
cent of marriage counsellors — or 
give in to your emotional, sexual, 
and financial blackmail 

Want more evidence that you 
weren't negotiating with your hus- 
band in good faith before the wed- 
ding, SBOOO? How about this: You 
aren't negotiating with him in good 
faith now. So you recently had “a 


civil discussion” with him about the 
possibility of his going to sex parties 
alone — how many uncivil discus 

sions have you had? — but then you 
were crushed when he wanted to 
take you up on this proposed com 

promise. So once again he wants to 
fuck around, onve again you agree to 
his fucking around in principle, once 
again he proposes fucking around in 
earnest, and once again you lose your 
shit — only this time you go boohoo- 
ing to an advice columnist and not a 
marriage counsellor. 

Sorry, SBOOO,. you picked the 
wrong columnist. You want and al- 
ways wanted a monogamous com- 
mitment. Free spirit, my ass. Your 
husband didn’t and doesn't. Don’t 
drag this out, You are — surprise! — 
sexually incompatible. Divorce. Get 
it over with 


submissive 
de- 
cides when I get to orgasm. We 


with 


and my 


Im a male 


tendencies, wife 
have sex regularly, but she only 
lets me ejaculate occasionally. 
She finds that I'm more atten 
tive to her now that we're do. 
ing “orgasm denial,” and I get to 
scratch my submissive itch. Ain't 
life grand? 

Here's my question: I enjoy 
pushing the limits, and I’ve gone 


as long as six weeks without re- || 
lease. (We use a CB-6000 chas- 


tity cage on my cock so I won't 
succumb in a moment of weak- 


ness.) But I'm a little concerned | | 


about the effect on my prostate. 


After several weeks of denial, I : 
leak precome when aroused. I've 


read that recent studies showed 


that frequent ejaculation reduces | | 


the risk of prostate cancer. Am I 
putting myself at greater risk by 
ejaculating so infrequently? Can 
you ask your medical expert? 
Loving Orgasms And Denial Every 
Day 


Two orgasm-denial questions in two 
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weeks — it’s officially a trend! Can a 
Good Morning America segment be 
far behind? 

“We still have very little idea what 
might cause or 


prevent prostate 


cancer,” says Dr. Barak Gaster, as 
sociate professor of medicine at the 
University of Washington and our 
resident medical expert. “There are 
some clues — red meat, probably bad; 
vegetables, probably good; vitamin €, 
probably not helpful — but we're re- 
ally still in the dark.” And while most 
studies have shown frequent ejacula 
tion to be good for prostate health, 
one recent study out of the U.K 
showed the exact opposite 

So what should you do? Rely on 
the best available study, advises 
“[That study] followed U.S 
men for eight years and found that 


Gaster. 


those with the most ejaculations per 
month (more than 20) had a 30 per 
cent lower risk of prostate cancer 
compared to those who were hav- 


ing fewer per month (about five).” 
But there is good news in the study 
LOADED: “The five per 
cent of men who reported having 


for you, 
zero to three per month appeared to 
have a lower risk for prostate cancer 
as well,” says Gaster. “The caveat is 
that this group was too small to make 
definite about 
But it looks like coming more than 
20 times a month could be good for 


you in terms of prostate cancer, but 


conclusions them. 


it's unlikely that coming very little, 
like zero to three times per month, is 
necessarily bad for you compared to 
coming once or twice a week.” 

So ejaculate frequently, guys, or 
ejaculate rarely, because it would ap- 
pear that moderation in pursuit of 
prostate health is no virtue. 


Download the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at thestranger.com/savage 

mail @savagelove.net 
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382. Health 


Do you or anyone you know 
have Fibromyalgia, chronic pain 
or carpal tunnel? If so, please 
check out my websites 
www.ibeatfibro.maxtrax4u.com & 
www.howibeatfibro.com, or 
phone Giselle at 780-757-7557 


Lis Coming Events 


Upward Bound Toastmasters 
Club - Every Wednesday 
7-8:45pm, Room 601, Norquest 
College, 10215 - 108 St, Edmon- 
ton. 

Leam to be a better speaker, lis- 
tener, and overall communicator 
at your own pace in this non-prof- 
it, fun, and supportive public 
speaking club, 

Info: Email 

contact @ upwardbound.freetoas- 
thost.ws 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


A GREAT OPPORTUNITY to 
own a pet food business - High 
quality cat/dog food. Excellent re- 
turns, exclusive territories. Infor- 
mation call Riplees Ranch Toll- 
Free 1-877-738-3287 ext. 217; 
www.ripleesranch.com. 


AMAZING NEW PRODUCTI 
Natural energy mints & gum. 
Many people are switching from 
energy drinks to our product! 
Huge cash income potential! For 
free brochure & samples call 
1-800-661-1832; www-.energiser- 
vending.com. 


DEALERSHIP opportunity 
available with an established 
company. Recession-proof busi- 
ness. Water is a necessity. In- 
vestment solidly secured by in- 
ventory. Rapid returns. Great 
family business. Global Water 
Group 780-485-0911 


FARMERS AND ACREAGE own- 
ers opportunity knocks. Grow 
Rhodiolia Rosea (herb) for ARR- 
GO to help fill contracts to supply 
world demand. Monica 
780-983-0199; www.arrgo.ca. 
monica@ arrgo.ca. 


FLOWER SHOP. Owners retir- 
ing. Willing to train. Well estab- 
lished. Gross annual sales 
$500,000. Profitable turkey op- 
portunity, southern Alberta. Seri- 
ous inquires only. Beverly 
1-866-444-9114 


PRIVATE INVESTORS required 
for the purchase of distressed Al- 
berta oil-gas assets. Interest at 
15% paid quarterly, minimum in- 
vestment $5,000 (Canadian). 
Contact: Manager of Alberta 
Trade Equipment at Phone: 
403-225-3413 (Calgary, Alberta) 
or Email: billylu- 
cey2001 @yahoo.ca. 





410. Education/Training 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT Operator 
Training. Monthly courses begin 
March 9. Dozer, grader, excava- 
tor, loader, scraper, rock truck. 
Tuition is $9700. Practicum 
Training Institute 306-955-0079; 
www.practicumtraininginsti- 
tute.ca. Email: pti@sasktel.net. 


INTERNET CAREER fast track. 
Gain the essential instruction 
necessary to develop a solid in- 
come on the Internet. Free infor- 
mation http:/Awww.retiren- 
ow101 info. 


TRAIN FOR a new career in 
medical transcription, Learn from 
home! Eam from home! Contact 
CanScribe today for a free infor- 


mation package. 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com; info@can- 
scribe.com. 


TURF YOUR old job! Train as a 
turigrass equipment technician. 
Repair and maintain golf course 
and parks equipment. Appren- 
ticeship opportunity. Fairview Al- 
berta (formerly Fairview College) 
On-campus residences, well- 
equipped shops, up-to-date train- 
ing aids. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


1060. Hair/Beauty 


BEAUTIFUL HOLISTIC SPA 
in South Edmonton has rooms 
availabletdaily, weekly and 
monthly. Kind and caring atmos- 
phere, reasonable rates. For 
more information contact Garette 
at: garrette@shaw.ca 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


30 PEOPLE WANTED to lose 
weight. Up to 30 Ibs/30 days. 
Cash back rewards. 1 on 1 pri- 
vate coaching. Call 
403-675-4444, 


ALBERTA BASED Carmacks En- 
terprises Ltd. Edmonton Munici- 
pal Division requires the follow- 
ing: Municipal Paving Foreman, 
Municipal Base Foreman, Grades 
Person, Quality Control Tester. 
Home every night, safe work en- 
vironment; group benefits after 
300 hours; 44+ hours per week 
plus overtime. Fax resume in 
confidence to Municipal Division 
at (780) 955-8623. 


ATTENTION! Work from home 
online with Herbalife Internation- 
al Part/full-time positions 
available in your area. Call Val 
1-888-819-4048, 


CO-MANAGING COUPLE in 
south central Alberta. Operate 
and reside at gracious retirement 
residence. Salary 40K, bonuses 
and benefits. Email: c3h@perso- 
na.ca. Phone 403-598-4435. 











1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Westem Canada. We are 
seeking resident technicians in 
Lac La Biche, Camrose, Edson, 
Drayton Valley, Wetaskiwin and 
Vegreville. If you are interested in 
a high paying camp position in 
Fort McMurray - we offer a 3 
week on, 3 week off shift for com- 
muters. Brandt has been recog- 
nized as one of Canada's top 50 
Managed Companies for the past 
3 years. If you want a great ca- 
reer with a rapidly growing and 
dynamic company, send your re- 
sume to: Brandt Tractor Ltd. At- 
tention: Greg Davidson, 10630 - 
176 St, Edmonton, AB, T5S 
1M2. Fax 780-489-6891; sgold- 
feder@brandttractor.com. 





EDITOR/REPORTER East Cen- 
tral Alberta weekly newspaper. 
Reporting, photography, pagina- 
tion CP style schooling or experi- 
ence. Will train. Resume: Box 
240, Viking, AB, TOB 4NO. Email: 
weekrev @ gmail.com 





HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor, actress or film extra on 
Calgary movie sets. All ages re- 
quired. 403-521-0077. 





OUR LARGE Farm Team needs 
an operator for farm equipment, 
driving semi, and helping with 
maintenance and repair. Contact: 
Brett at 306-741-7737 or send re- 
sume to fax: 306-778-3938 or 
email: amberfield @ sasktel.net. 





OUTLET TRAINERS WANTED. 
50 year old distribution company 
seeking individuals wanting more 
time, freedom and money. Free 
training. Work from home. In- 
fo@www.better-choices.com. 


PROVINCE-WIDE CLASSifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $259. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 


PUT POWER into your career! 
As a Fairview Power Engineer. 
Excellent wages. Clean work. 
Regular shifts. Great for women 
as well as men. On-campus boil- 
er lab. Affordable residences 
Fairview Alberta campus (former- 
ly Fairview College) 
1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A 
criminal record can follow you for 
life. Only Pardon Services Cana- 
da has 20 years experience 
Guaranteeing record removal. 
Call 1-8-NOW-PARDON 
(1-866-972-7366); | www.Remo- 
ve YourRecord.com. 





SALESPERSON REQUIRED at 
Challenger New Holland, Clare- 
sholm, Alberta. Established trade 
area, excellent income opportu- 
nity for self-motivated, hard work- 


ing individual. Contact Royce 
403-625-3321. Fax 
403-625-4556. 


SOUTH ROCK LTD. is seeking 
Asphalt Paving Foremen, Super- 
intendents, and skilled workers 
for the 2009 season in Alberta. 
Accommodations supplied, com- 
petitive pay, benefits packages, 
and a respectful work environ- 
ment! Visit www.southrock.ca for 
information. Fax 403-568-1327 
Email: edbom@southrock.ca 





THE TOWN of Bonnyville is 
seeking a Pool Supervisor for 
March 15, 2009. For further infor- 


mation and criteria call 
1-866-826-3496 or email: Vic 
Stapleton at vstaple- 


ton @town.bonnyville.ab.ca. 





TOWN OF Drayton Valley is 
looking for Level 1 and 2 Water & 
Waste Water Operators. See 
posting at www.draytonvalley.ca 
or call Bernie at 780-514-2249. 


1600. 


Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies, Reimbursements of expens- 
es provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just deliv- 
ered) for more information. 


Volunteers Wanted 





Canadian Breast Cancer Foun- 
dation CIBC Run for the Cure — 
Committee Coordinators needed. 
Susan Olson: 

solson @ cbcf.org 


Give us one day in 2009! Habitat 
for Humanity requires volunteers 
for numerous build projects 
around the city. Groups and indi- 
viduals welcome, Beginner to 
Trades-people welcome. All tools 
and equipment supplied. Contact 
mailto: 

ksherwood @ edmonton.hfh.org or 
call 479-3566. 








CANADA WORLD YOUTH, a not-for-profit organization that offers 
international educational programs to young people, is currently seeking 


PROJECT SUPERVISORS 


In this role, you will implement all aspects of an international education 
program with an emphasis on development education in the sectors of health, 
environment and gender for a group of young adults. Programs will begin in April, 


May and June 2009. 


Successful candidates must have: - experience working with groups of young 
adults - relevant overseas experience - ability to work in a cross- 
cultural environment - demonstrated experience in or commitment to bringing an 
analysis of power and privilege to programming - knowledge of community and in- 
ternational development - experience with group facilitation and dynamics - ability to 
live away from residence for the entire duration of the contract - working knowledge 
of French and English. Multilingualism would be an asset. 


To learn more about the position and application deadlines, please go to our Web 


site at: www.canadaworldyouth.org. 


Canada World Youth is dedicated to employment equity and encourages applications from those 
who reflect the diversity of Canada and ask applicants to self-identify. Please note that only candidates 





ai! 








invited to an interview will be contacted. 
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1600. Volunteers Wanted 


The Silver Skate Festival is Ed- 
monton's longest running winter 
festival is being held February 21 
& 22, 2009. Now entering our 
nineteenth year we are looking 
for good people who want to con- 
tribute and help to make this fes- 
tival as fun as possible, We are 
only as successful as the volun- 
teers who help contribute to 
make this Edmonton's Premier 
Winter Festival. Many exciting 
volunteer positions are available 
to volunteer or for more informa- 
tion please call 780.488.1960 or 
email 

info @silverskatefestival.com 


The Silver Skate Festival is Ed- 
monton's longest running winter 
festival is being held February 21 
& 22, 2009. Now entering our 
nineteenth year we are looking 
for good people who want to con- 
tribute and help to make this fes- 
tival as fun as possible. We are 
only as successful as the volun- 
teers who help contribute to 
make this Edmonton's Premier 
Winter Festival. Many exciting 
volunteer positions are available, 
or for more information please 
call 780-488-1960 or email 

info @silverskatefestival.com 





Volunteers needed urgently for 
DANCE THEATER production 
this weekend. 780-415-5211 
movmentsdance.com 


1700. Employment Wanted 


CAREGIVERS/NANNIES with 7 
months training and/or one year 
experience are looking for live-in 
employment with elderly, 
disabled or families needing child 
care. 780-709-0005. 


2003. Artists Wanted 


Icon hair gallery (dtown) is look- 
ing for artists to showcase their 
work on ourwalls. Photos, prints, 
paints, personal expression, con- 
tact Serai @780.426.1021 


Teens (15-19). The Citadel's 
Teens @ The Turn Festival is ac- 
cepting applications from per- 
formers, playwrights, artists.t 
Deadline February 23. 
www.citadeltheatre.com/teens 


2010. Musicians Available 


Voice & Plano Lessons 
Grant MacEwan performance 
grad offering private lessons in a 
relaxed environment. All contem- 
porary styles. Beginners wel- 
come! 

Call Melody at 780-920-9039 or 
ulodya @ hotmail.com 


020. Musicians Wanted 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalist/rhythm guitar. Con- 
tact 477-3708. 


A Bass player for original band. 
Straight ahead rock stuff, 

nothing too complex. Limited ex- 
perience welcome, with an em- 
phasis on holding down the 
groove. Call Joe at 780-908-9205 


Band: Moments of Rage seeks 
singer and Bassist needed for 
original heavy project. Serious in- 
quiries only. Contact Aaron at 
(780) 474-7076 


Band seeks mature rhythm guitar 
player: Sherwood Park band The 
Disturbers seeks mature rhythm 
player- with some leads would be 
great! Check us out at www.the- 
disturbers.com and drop me an 
email at: 

darren @ thedisturbers.com 

if you like what you hear. Looking 
to do originals and covers. 


Bassist and drummer needed for 
rock band.t Fire and skill req. 
www.reverbnation.com/ahead- 
byone : 

Cody 780-975-2719 


Bassist and drummer needed for 
rock band.t Fire and skill req. 
www. reverbnation.com/ahead- 





Cody 780-975-2719 


Bo Diddly’s Road House is look- 
ing for an Irish/Celtic band/musi- 
cians to perform St. Patrick's 
Day. Willing to negotiate a flat 
fee. If interested please contact 
Sean at 454-3558 between 
9am-Spm Monday-Friday. 


Drummer available for live perfor- 
mances: experienced. Phone Na- 
than at 780-466-1966 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


"Come all ye fair and tender La- 
dies"- seeking ladies who enjoy 
singing Celtic music and would 

like to jam. Call Marie at 

780 435-6795 


Drummer looking for a rock or 
metal band. Infl: AC/DC, Crue. 
Todd 780-761-1969 


Drummer wanted for established 
youth rock band. Playing mostly 
covers.t Influences: Van Halen, 
Iron Maiden, Wolfmother, Scor- 
pions etc. 

Has to be reliable+ We have 
great practice place on the north 
side with pro gear available.tCall 
Eric at 780-456-6509 


DRUMMER WANTED 

for original/cover rock band, Mys- 
pace.com/rangersofpowermusic 
619-2474 





Extreme Metal band looking for a 
skilled bassist. Our style falls 
along the lines Death/Black Met- 
al; sum influences include Morbid 
Angel, Behemoth, Mayhem, Dis- 
member and Marduk, etc. Must 
have PRO GEAR and be at least 
18 years or older. Email 
renegade5445 @ yahoo.com 





Female fronted, semi pro; cover 
band seeks bass or guitar orient- 
ed musician with gear. Rock/pop 
from the 80's to modem. Experi- 
ence a must. Email: 
audition.for.cov- 
er.band@gmail.com to arrange 
audition. 


Guitarist with vocals required for 
full time Casino/Club * band. 
Please phone: 

403-329-8560 or email: 
kokaneedoug @ gmail.com 


Guitarist/song writer seeks 
young, 20-30 country front per- 
son for full time project. 466-5513 


200. Massage Therapy 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heid) 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


Relaxation Massage combined jy 
Aromatherapy, Reflexology ang 
Acupressure 

+Center 82t 

tEdmontont 

t#103 8925-82Ave 
tJanina RMT 
+780-238-8108 


—— SSS ae 
SWEDISH - CALIFORNIAN mas. 
sage 20 years experience. Old 
Strathcona. Also evenings and 
weekends. Strictly non sexual 
Almasta 780-405-8765, 





Therapeutic and Relaxation 

Massage, Ladies leave your 

stress behind - Come and be 
pampered 
993-5562 


010. Auctions’ 


BUD HAYNES Firearms Auctior 
Bay 5, 7429 - 49 Avenue, Aes 
Deer. Saturday, February 21 at 9 
A.M. Hank Motti Gun Collectioy 
and Others. Phone 
403-347-5855; 9 www.budhayne 
sauctions.com. 


MEIER 2-DAY Classic Car § 
Truck Auction, Saturday ang 
Sunday, May 02 &03, 11 AN 
both days. 6016 - 72A Avenue 
Edmonton. Over 150 Classics 
To Consign, call: 780-440-186( 





MEIER GUN Auction, Saturda 
March 07, 11 AM. 6016 - 724 
Avenue, Edmonton. Selling Pro- 
hibited, Restricted (hand guns 
and Non-Restricted (long guns 
Call Meier Auction to Consign 
Registered or Un-Registered 
780-440-1860. 








Heavy metal project looking for 
guitarist, bassist and drummer for 
writing/recording, Influences in- 
clude Gwar, Lamb of God, and 
Rammstien. Serious inquires only 
please. Call Spencer at 962-7885 


I've traveled the world with my 
sax. | seek an experienced fe- 
male musician/vocalist, 50-60, for 
local gigs and possible interna- 
tional travel together. Ross 
707-3979 


Metal band looking for bass 
player. Call Jon at 920-3268 


Singer for a groove rock cover 
band. Rhep, Incubus, Cake, etc.. 
Weekly jams, Shawn @ 
466-3950 


Singer, song writer, guitar player 


seeks a bass player. 
www.makingamonster.com 
Influenced by Smashing Pump- 
kins, Pearl Jam, REM, The Beat- 
les. Contact Scott 721-1688 


Slash Wanted for GNR tribute, 
email to: 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 
780-265-4493 


The Loudhailers seek piano. 
www.theloudhailers.com or call 
Justin 760-7284 


Vocalist/front man wanted for a 
groove rock project. Covers with 
potentialtfor originals. Weekly 
jams, Shawn @ 466-3950 


WIDE AWAKE seeks bass 
player. Must have pro gear and 
transportation, willing to rehearse 
4 days/week minimum. See 
www.wideawakeband.com for 


details. Email 
info@ wideawakeband.com 
2100. Auditions 


HighWire Films (company behind 
2008's “Losing Will”) is holding 
auditions for our latest film 
(shooting in the winter of 2009). 
We are looking to cast many of 
the lead and supporting roles 
(age 5-50). Auditions will be held 
the weekend of February 
13-15th. If you are interested in 
auditioning please send an e-mail 
to mikeandarlen @ gmail.com 
along with a resume and we will 
get back to you to set up a time. 
2200. Massage Therapy 
Chinese traditional body and 
feet deep tissue massage by 
registered massage 

443-6221. 11639-97 St. 





THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros 
Auctioneers. Whether it’s equip 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contac! 
us today! 1-800-491-4494 o 
rbauction.com. 


3190. Musical Instruments 


Rolland TD6V drums. 5 piece kit 
Upgraded, curved rack. Mapex 
double peddle. No thrown. 1 1/2 
yrs. old. $1000. Call Kevin 
482-3997 


‘yale Misc. For Sale 


$38.95 HOME PHONE Service 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly 
$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance 


Call Choice Tel Now! 
1-866-333-1405 www.choice- 
tel.ca. 


A FREE Telephone Service - Gel 
your first month free. Bad credit 
don't sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free | 
1-866-884-7464. 


AFFORDABLE PHONE RECON: 
NECTION. Bad credit - no prob: 
lem! Call Tembo Telecom and 
ask about our new customer spe 
cial. Sign up online and save 
$20. 1-877-266-6398; www.tem 
bo.ca. 











ALL NEW QUEEN orthopedic pil 
lowtop mattress set. New in plas: 
tic. Cost $1,100. sacrifice $375 
King $650. Can deliver 
780-919-5285. 


AT LAST! An iron filter that 
works. lronEater! Fully patented 
Canada/U.S.A. Removes iron, 
hardness, sulfur, smell, manga 
nese from well water. Since 
1957: Phone 1-800-BIG IRON | 
www.bigirondrilling.com. 


BUILDING SALE! “Unpreceden 
ed low prices”. Sale ends Feb 
ary 13. 25X40 $6,190. 30X50 
$7,295. 35X60 $12,400. 40X60 
$15,330. 60X100 $36,800. Ot 
ers! Pioneer Steel. 
1-800-668-5422. Since 1980. 


CONTAINER GUY 20’, 40’, 48. 
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3210. Misc. For Sale 


9800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


9420. Adult Services| 


9420. Adult Services 


9450. Adult Massage 





Adult Massage 





TURE STEEL Buildings. 16’ AND 20’ WIDE HOMES. PSYCHIC CRISTINA tells ast 
Eablet dependable, pre-engi- Lakehouses, park models, offic- present and future Advice a All UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 3 Brown Sugars PASSIONS SPA The Man alan 
peered, all-steel structures. Cus- eS, 2 storey and bungalows. 2 matters of life. Love, money, and Legal Separation Agree- 6817-104St, 780-430-9112 / en’s Clu 
tom-made to suit your needs and RTM homes now. Best Buy health, luck and happiness. Cali ments: Why pay more? Check . HE ORIGINAL Crissy - Gorgeous blue eyed Edmonton's most premiere stu- 
requirements, Factory-direct af- Homes, Red Deer for Free sample reading. Phone; Out our low prices at www.ca- #1 For Black Girs! blonde. Busty, tanned and toned. dio for men. Let us show you 
fordable prices. Call 1-877-396-5564; Airdrie 780-729-5551 nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- $150 special Mae-Ling - Sweet anv xy why we continue to be ranked 


1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for free 
brochure. 


a 
GET YOUR foot in the garage 
door. General Mechanic. One 
year certificate. Heavy Equip- 


1-877-275-5555. 





NEW YEAR, new plans, old pric- 
es! Clearing out showhomes and 
used stock. Order custom homes 
now for spring delivery. Service 
built into avery sale. Call Pleas- 


245. Misc. Services 


0$ ARE YOU sinking in debt? 
1st, 2nd and 3rd mortgages - 
bruised credit - bank tumdowns - 
debt consolidation - refinancing - 


gal - CCA Awards. 20+ years ex- 
perience Free consultation 
1-800-320-2477 


005. Personals 


20yrs experience 
NOW HIRING! 
www.brownsugars.ca 


9160. Adult Personals 


sald EUG 5 ie 











exotic Asian doll. Slender figure 
Taylor- Busty, toned, brunette 
Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall curva- 
ceous busty blonde 

isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 





green-eyed sexy brunette 





#1 in the city 
*5 Executive Suites & AC 
"Private Waiting Room & 
Comp Bar 


66893024 
15519 118 Ave in west end 


nt of Automotive Service im Sanalial ei Blends Faith - Extremely busty blonde Back entrance. Select hiring 
Technician. Entry-level employ- ant Homes in Morinville ree ees past bankrupt - ARE YOU LOSING a loved one vai Pea eal nder figure -796 

i i Ca e eo a a ea? os os Spa be 
ment skills. Work placement. Ap- 780-939-3584 or OF ed ena 2 to substance abuse? Our Pro- 6576001 - Busty Spanish beauty with yw.manhattanmensclub.ca 


prenticeship opportunities. Fair- 
view Campus (formerly Fairview 
College). 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


ee eS 
H & H TRAILER SALE. Bow Val- 


1-866-962-0238. 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 


a Car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 


hand; www.canadalend.com. Toll 
free 1-866- i can lend 
(1-866-422-6536) call now! 





$500. LOAN Service, by phone 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 install- 





gram has the highest success 
rate. Help is only one phone call 
away! 1-877-782-7409; www.nar 
conon.ca 











Adult Massage 













long dark hair. 
Busty DD Exotic Puerto 





Rican 
Chelsea - Fit, athletic 
head 


Live- Tall, beautiful, brunette. 


busty red 





Jey Ford, aaatoe Cataee Bankruptcy! Repossession! No ments. Toll Free 1-877-776-1660. DATING SERVICE Long- naturally busty 

counts to $4,100. Cargos/flat- problem. Call today and drive term/short-term tionships iris! = 1 
pedsicar —_haulers/goosenecks away Call Stephanie A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have free calls! 1-877-297-9889, Ex saaptieerd pats: i cleo 
and more! 1-800-403-0084 ext. 1-877-792-0599. Free delivery trouble getting a job or traveling change voice-messages. volce a 
257 of alan_way@bowvalley- anywhere www.autocredit- to the U.S.? We'll clear your mailboxes 1-883- 34-6984 Live Wacome fq you ‘ee 
ford.com. Selling fast, don't de-  fast.ca name. Better Business Bureau adult casual conversations - 1 on Servig Alberta 








lay! a ie certified, Pardons/waivers. Toll 7 _ 4-96 -311-9640, Meet on P. 
NKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call free 1-800-507-8043; www.par- chat neal ls sinkda ites 
METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best us! All makes and models. Pro- _ dongranted.ca 8 7004-5981 (184) zs NORTHSIDE STUDIO = 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. fessional credit rebuilders. Call _ Haleaar Ave rs = 
Galvalume $.69 sq. ft. Colours 1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? —_—— ole 5 7 ve ab ae re 
$.89 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- Grey Power could save you up to Skier desires open minded party Luxury c ae at affordable a 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build- ta for 16 years $400. on your car insurance. Call girl to ski weekends with. All ex- ns a titania oO 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254 1-888-623-5050 for a quote. penses paidilit tickats. Call doce 3 
COLLECTOR CAR Auction and Open weekends James 299-9547 ; i - 3 a 
RODENT AND weather proof 40' Speed & Custom Show. Red a 42 j si 02" i“ 
and 20' sea containers. 5' X 10' Deer Westerner Park March 13- CONCERNED ABOUT traveling FF 00. Female Escorts www.northsidestudio.biz N 
corral panels starting at $55. Cal- 15. 3 Day Sale starting Friday to the U.S.A.? Apply today for a 
gary, Alberta. 403-540-4164; night. Call to consign your Collec- _‘ free pardon, waiver or border en- Me 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- tor car 403-396-0304; try evaluation. A criminal record HONG oO 
teel.com. www. TheElectricGarage.com. can be completely removed. Call 94 st downstairs =| 
1-800-298-5520;  www.freepar- Oriental Escort 
240. Travel/Trade DREAMCATCHER FINANCing. dons.ca S h ; 
Buckle up today! You work, you 780-278-8596 P| /B)D) | re 
ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES. drive! “0” down! O.A.C. free deliv- [PLU Misc. Services 


Book online at www.canadatra- 
vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or call us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722. 


TIMESHARE FORECLOsures - 
Save 60-80% off retaill Best Re- 
sorts & Seasons! Throughout 
Canada, U.S,, Caribbean and 
more! Call for free catalogue to- 
day! 1-800-731-8046; www.holi- 
daygroup.com/sc. 


400. Pets & Supplies 


START THE YEAR OFF WITHA 
NEW BEST FRIEND! Healthy, 
well socialized yorkie puppy. 
Small to medium size. All shots 
and worming’s are current, vet 
checked and certified healthy be- 
fore she leave here. Groomed by 
a professional before heading out 
to for her new home. contact 
Lucl2345 @live.com 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed. 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252. 





ROUND HAY and straw bales for 
sale, Cheap. We deliver, self un- 
loading, No Sunday calls please. 


1-403-843-6380, Feed Oats for 


sale. Can deliver any quantity. 
1-403-843-6380. 


9003. Real Estate Misc. 


Best time to buy a home. Great 
Prices, large inventory of houses 
and condo's. Lowest interest 
fates in years. Call John Burrows 
Reality Executives Synergy. 
780-265-4893 











ery to BC & Alberta. Apply online: 
www.DreamCatcher-loans.com, 
24/7, 1-800-910-6402 





GUARANTEED APPROVAL 
drive away today! We lend mon- 
ey to everyone. Fast approvals, 
best interest rates, over 800 vehi- 
cles sale priced for immediate 
delivery. 1-888-690-2027; 
www. YourApprovedAuto.com. 


6300. Motorcycles 


TWO WHEELIN' excitement! Mo- 
torcycle Mechanic Certificate 
Program at GPRC, Fairview, Al- 
berta (formerly Fairview College) 
gives you entry-level _ skills. 
Hands-on training for street, off- 
road, dual sport bikes. Challenge 
1st year Apprenticeship exam 
1-686-999-7858 2s 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 
posit $3.19/minufe. 18+ 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca 


IEH-WAYS 


Ou Weer 


A remarkable business opportunity! 


Get in on the ground floor of lonways Canada 
and become a distributor of the home water 
purification system that is sweeping North 
America. A chance to make a real difference in 


the health of others. 








Change 











CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ca- 
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiv- 
er. (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen- 
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta col- 
lectioy *to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540 




















PETRA 
40 yr old redheaded, 125 Ibs 
is open-minded. 

Toys, lingerie 
Sherwood Park, Edmon, Nisku 
No agency fee 
Outfal 
780-442 39 
52911847-001 























~ IMPULSE 


“Act orf yours” 


25 Beautiful Attendants 
* 2 Discrete Locations. 


-GIRLS 
1-2600 





42987342 





Massage 


750.454.1930 











EDMONTON 


780-702-300 





Collect Call Billing! 1-866-706-5282. 25 mins for $25 








Dial #CLICK (#25425) oma 
Barc Bell, Rogers, Fido & Virgin Mobile py 


1-900 Pricing Options! 1-900-528-2543 





+ Superb compensation plan 

+ Home-based networking 
business with no inventory 

* Suitable for full or part-time 





NEED CASH? Home loans to 
95% LTV. Refinance, pay debt, 
°F you decide. Free appraisals. 
Apply by phone 1-877-568-0929 
oF online www.homeloansalber- 
‘a.com. Alberta Homes Loans. 


S900. Recreational Property 


LAC LA HACHE 28 acres, 4 bed- 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, creek, 
pond, heated pool, guest cabin, 
Workshop. 15 minutes to 100 Mile 
House. $499,000. 250-396-4688; 


nootea @bewireless.com for pic- 
lures. 


8800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


* Complete technical 
support and training 

Benefit from being among 
the first to join in Alberta 


* 


a8 


Alberta Launch: 
Feb 14, 10am-12:15, Free Admission 
Radisson Hotel, 4440 Gateway Blvd. 





$1 Call 877-770-5247 to confirm your 
5 — REBATES. 3 bedroom, attendance, 
$595/month with tay and receive a valuable health gift. 
Heated showhomes. 
Available, Alberta Custom 

‘omes, Red Deer. 
1-800-347. 7 
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ACROSS 

1Univ. guy with status 

5 Two fives for__ 

9 MySpace adjunct, perhaps 
BPoland’s Walesa 

14 Average knucklehead 

16 Seldom seen 

17__ Spumante (sparkling wine) 

18 Phrase in a Spanish Valentine's Day card 
19 The yoke's on them 

20.Red MacGregor, McEwan's Lager, or 
Tennent’s Super, in pubs 

3 Listening device 

24 Start of long-distance dialing 

25 Atlantic Coast clock setting: abbr. 
26 College football championship circuit: 
abbr. 

29 Lowlife 

3] With 45-across, contact a pedestrian 
from a tall building, ina way 

34 Public hanging? 

36 The other woman 

3] Race place, for short 

38 Play like the phrases at 20-across, 
31/45-across and 5/-across? 

4] Actress Fisher of 2007's "Hot Rod” 
43 Ring bearer, maybe 

44 "Chuck" network 

45 See Jl-across 

48 Otherworldly 

52 “Danny and the Dinosaur” author Hoff 
53El__ (Spanish hero) 

54 Woolly female 

56 Pull the plug on 

57 Understaffed situation 

60"__ itinaheartbeat!” 
63__-Croatian 

64°__Nagila” ‘ 

65!t may come with answers 





zu*% 


IT’S WHAT’S ON THE OUTSIDE THAT COUNTS 
JONESIN' CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 


©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 


66 Courtroom drama, e.g. 

67 Gluttonous exchange student on “The 
Simpsons” 

68 To a degree 

69 Lord's worker 

70 Sci-fi conventiongoer, stereotypically 


DOWN 

IN-test events 

2 Distilled spirit from the agave plant 

3 Armed swimmers 

410U of sorts 

5 Actor Sean of the “Lord of the Rings” 
Series 

6 Grad school papers 

T"Inthe Valley of _” (Tommy Lee Jones 
movie) 

8 Person who really counts? 

9 Bert's prominent feature 

10 Airport of the SW US. 

1 Refinable rock 

2_-Y 

15 Come really close to 

271°__is human...” 

22 Greek vowel 

26 Fictional character often introduced last 
name first 

77 Cow's mouthful 

28 Farm structure 

30 Cousin of a cockatoo 

32 Spanish actress often seen on “The Love 
Boat” 

33 Chop into tiny bits 

35 Least likely to be spotted 

36 Downhill racer 

39 Ducks, when moving around 

40 “Since _ Gone" (Kelly Clarkson song) 
4)"__alive!” 

42 Just short 


38 - February 12 - February 18, 2009 - see magazine « edmonton 


46 “That's gross!” 

4] Home entertainment area with a sink 
49 Give a new ranking 

50 “Well!” 








ANOTE T0 OUR READERS 


Since you are reading this, 
a comic strip, you are with- 
out doubt an enthusiast of 





antiquated, obsolete art- 
forms. We congratulate you 
for eschewing the economic- 
ally viable entertainments of 
the day, such as the Tele- 
Visions, the Eye-Phones. 
and the You Tubes, and for 
secking nostalgic solace in 


TM A COMIC 

CHARACTER 

(és: BY A 10-YE 
LX 


strip 
CREATED 
AR-OLD. 
—~ 
cS 


5 


AS SSIUd TWSYAAINA AHL Ad “LSI 


the quaint diversions of a 


- BLVOION 


bygone era. 

MAY WE RECOMMEND 
that you enjoy this vestigial 
divertissement while listen- 
ing to your 
Victrola, 
playing a 


NITION NAGA 


waxy dise 





\T'S COWBOYS 
vs. DINOSAURS! 


=> 


cS 


HOW CAN THIS 
POSSIBLY HAVE A 
“HAPPY ENDING "2 


YOU'D NEVER = 
KNOW, BECAUSE 2 
HE SUCKS IT IN 
WHENEVER HE 
THINKS ANYONE'S 
LOOKING, BUT BoB 
HAS A BIT OF 
A BELLY! 


SANS 
(ioe 
JUS 
ING. 
_ 


os om 7 ip 
a! 
AW, 
DS y + 
KIDD 


i 
So. VU 
OU CAR) 
Si = 
ENS |S 


reproducing 

the soothing 

tones of a man 

singing through a megaphone. 


THIS OLDE-TYME 
AMUSEMENT 
will look best 


when viewed 


él 


by the light of 
a& gas-pressure 
railroad lantern. 
In the flickering 
light, it may even appear as 
though the comical figures 
are animate, if you squint. 


IF YOU 
ENJOY 
the extinet 
and near- 5 
ly extinet, 3 
you might & 
| peruse thi al entertain- 
ment with a pet ammonite 
on your lap. Leave to the 
. less discerning the passing 
MN All fads of moving images and 
NV vertebrate companionship. 





5] Actor Furlong of “Terminator 2: Judgment 


Day” 
55 Author Virginia 


57 The Usual Suspects” bad guy Keyser__ | 


58 Lake near Niagara Falls 

59 “Street Fighter: The Legend of __-Li" 
(2009 movie) 

60 Figs. averaging 100 

6] The Captain and Tennille, e.g. 

62 Poorly lit 


Okay, folks...listen up. | know there’s been 
a lot of loose talk and rumor mongering 
about company-wide layofts. I'm here on 
behalf of management to put an end to It 


©2009 MAX COINOH 


from the secret files of 


Dal b aatorelalatey al 


slaughterhousekeeper 


Quick follow up question: now are you 


Yes, Glenn. | saw you had your hand ) 
just saying that—or is it actually true? 


up, there. Did you have a question? 


| do, Ted. So you're 
saying there won't 
be any layoffs, then? 


Yikes. I'm actually blushing. No wonder 
you sales guys made...uh, make so much 






























3K 


PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 





Members of the Honour Guard take the stairs out of the Legislature after greeting Lt.-Gov. 
Norman Kwong at the opening of the spring session. 


PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG 








ASTROLOGY FEB, 12-18 - BY THE KID 





(Jan. 20 -Feb. 18) 
The upcomin’ week ain't gonna be all 
that nice, so here's a little strategic advice. 
Don't rush in when it looks like the coast 
isclear, and be completely prepared for 
an attack from the rear. They're countin’ 
on the element of surprise, but if you're 
armed and ready, your losses'll be low, 
and your gains'll be steady! 


Water naturally moves to the lowest 
place it can find and when the same thing 
happens inside your mind, you feel de- 
Pressed and stressed as your life begins to 
get messed. There is an antidote to your 
self-doubt — a huge spasm of enthusi- 
asm, which, as Emerson wrote, “nothing 
Sreat was accomplished without.” 


tHESS (March 21- April19) 
As opposed to your neighbour, Taurus, 
you could hardly be called a paragon of 
Patience. Unfortunately, this week your 
impulsivity’ll be promptin’ you to speed- 
ily flee, but you've gotta be absolutely 
insistent on remainin’ persistent in your 
Present commitment. It's advice you'll 
hate, but good things come to those who 
wait! 








~ ACancer's heart's like an ever-flowin' | 





(April 20 -May 20) 
Instead of runnin’ for cover when the 
firin’ starts this week, keep in mind that 
wherever there's trouble, opportunity 
doubles. If you were a lawyer, now would 
be the time to chase ambulances or seek 
out disgruntled citizens for a class action 
suit. Find a way to make calamity pay, 
and you'll walk away with mad loot! 


I (May 21- June 20) 
Before braggin’ about bein’ on solid 
ground, you'd better take a gander at 
the rock on which you're standin’. It looks 
more like paper-mache than limestone or 
granite. Actually, closer inspection reveals 
it's authentic as an old Star Trek set of an 
alien planet. If you don't wanna look as 
lame as Kirk, you might wanna can it! 


(June 21 - July 22) 


cup — even when empty, there are still 
drops left to drink up. Well, this week, 
you'd be much better off savin’ those 
drops for you. Not that you need to be 
greedy, but you're just as needy for your 
love as everyone else, and darn it, you get 
thirsty, too! 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS — 


(July 23 Aug. 22) 
Look out Leo, ‘cause here comes trouble! 
Almost nothin’ can cause as much chaos 
as a cat who's bored stiff. Just one whiff 
of mischief is all it takes, and before 

you know it, somethin’ breaks. Don't let 
yourself get distracted by disinterest at 
the week's start or the thing most likely 
to get broken'il be your own heart! 


(Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
This week, when judgin’ yourself as you so 
often do, plead insanity and play the fool. 
That way, when you feel like jumpin’ on 
the desk and actin’ like a monkey during 
the trial, the biggest reaction you'll get is 
asmile. Besides, they don’t throw simians 
in prison as such ‘cause everyone loves 
the little critters so much! 


(Sept.23-Oct. 22) 
This week, if there's one archetypal trait 
of yours that's just gotta go, it’s your aver- 
sion to sayin’ the word “no.” You've gotta 
lotta life changes you're dealin’ with now, 
and while doin’so, there ain't nobody to 
whom you have to bow. Focus instead on 
how your own life is run, and make sure 
you look out for No. 1! 








(Oct. 23-Nov.21) 
If you find you're enveloped in a dense fog 
of deceit and despair, don’t desensitize 
yourself, or you'll never get outta there. 
Fog can easily be burned away by the sun 
and, luckily, you're already carryin’ one — 
your heart! The brighter you let the love 
you have blaze, the easier it'll be for you 
to see through this haze! 


Si ARIUS (Nov.22-Dec 2) 

Just how badly do you want it? Bad 
enough to wrestle a rabid rhino in a razor 
grass patch? Bad enough to wear a 

coat made entirely of live weasels? Bad 
enough to pull your own heart out of your 
own chest and show it to yourself? Well, 
whenever you're ready to do what it takes 
iswhen you'll start to get some breaks! 





CAPRICORN (Dec. 2- Jan.19) 

As purdy as them homs on your head may 
be, they ain’t just there omamentally. 
Sure, their spiral shape is esthetically flat- 
terin’, but Nature gave 'em to you strictly 
for batterin’. Next weekend, the moon's 
in your sign, so be prepared to take no 
suff — if someone tries to give you some, 
knock ‘em down on their duff! 


You can contact The Kid at 
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- Armed in stainless steel, equipped with mobile Web — Se S18 
and email, the Nokia E71 empowers you to effortlessly 
manage both work and play. 


Do something beautiful. 
Designed for the way we live. 


Nokia.ca/beauty 


NOKIA 


Connecting People 












Purchase a Nokia E71 and get a FREE Talk-n-Go Kit, including a ; e 
Bluetooth headset, car charger and carrying case (approximate ae 


retail value, $90). Go to nokia.ca/beauty for more details. 










Available exclusively at Rogers. O ROG E RS" 


© 2009 Nokia. All rights reserved. Nokia, Nokia Connecting People, the E71 are trademarks 
or registered trademarks of Nokia Corporation. Other company and product names may be 
trademarks or trade names of their respective owners. Offer requires purchase of a new Nokia 
E71 device between February 16, 2009 and April 16, 2009 at participating Rogers locations. : 
While supplies last. Other terms and conditions apply. a 
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